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VEN after fourteen years 
of intensive work with 

Compton’s Pictured En- 
cyclopedia, I am still surprised 
to find how often a few lines give 
background for complete under- 
standing of an event. 

My apartment is one of those city cells 
where one awakens in the morning right 
out in the middle of everything. After part 
of the furniture is pushed back into the 
wall, there is some space in the middle, 
but the edges of the living room are still 
pretty crowded. My radio is about three 
feet to the left of the big chair where I do 
most of my reading, and my set of Comp- 
ton’s is three feet to the right of it. 

Last Sunday afternoon I twisted the radio 
dial hoping for a news broadcast and found 
myself in at the beginning of what I 
thought was a football game. For there was 
the usual laughter and confused shouting 
from the gathering spectators and the 
studied excitement of the announcer, Sud- 
denly I heard some almost forgotten names 
and discovered that I was listening to a new 
type of ‘on the spot” broadcast of the first 
battle of Bull Run, the first major engage- 
ment of the Civil War. 


For about minutes I 


seven seethed 


angrily through the increasing gaiety of 








omment 


the crowd, the synthetic excite- 
ment of the radio announcers who 
were supposedly stationed at stra- 
tegic points for the best view of 
the coming battle. What were 
they trying to do anyway? Give 
American children the impression that war 
was a gay carnival? As soon as the broad- 
cast ended. I would write CBS, I decided, 
and what a letter! 

Automatically my right hand shot out for 
the B-volume of Compton's. I would gather 
my facts as I listened to the rest of the 
program. But suddenly my wrath evapo- 
rated as this sentence near the beginning of 
the article on the battle of Bull Run caught 
my eye: “When people in Washington 
heard that a battle was being fought, they 
hurried out to watch it as though on a holl- 
day excursion.” Just that—no long descrip- 
tion, but just enough so that every reader 
would realize how light-heartedly the pub- 
lic approached this tragic war between the 
states of the U.S.A. 

I am ashamed to say that I haven't writ- 
ten CBS to congratulate them upon the 
cleverness of a broadcast which began so 
frivolously and ended in such tragic real- 
ism. Perhaps I should send a copy of this 
page to CBS as well as to the Compton 
editors. 


L. J. L. 


COMPTON'S PICTURED ENCYCLOPEDIA 


F. E. COMPTON & COMPANY 


COMPTON BUILDING, 





1000 NORTH DEARBORN STREET, CHICAGO 10, 
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HERE ARE THREE of the most important reference books on management. 
Completely indexed, they answer most of the everyday questions in the fields of 
sales management, industrial relations, and foreign trade. 


DARTNELL HANDBOOKS are up to date and authoritative. Unlike many pub- 
lishers of business books, Dartnell has its own research and editorial staff; revision 
of Dartnell Handbooks on business management is a continuous assignment. More than 
10,000 copies of each of these books have been sold to business firms that use them as 
standard guides to general business practices. 


Y Sales Manager’s Handbook (Fifth edition). More than a thousand pages 
of factual information and summarized experience from hundreds of sales 
organizations, arranged for reference use. Covers all phases of marketing, 
sales administration, sales promotion, and advertising. 1,100 pages. Indexed. 


Y Industrial Relations Handbook (Third edition). Rewritten to incorporate 
changes due to the Taft-Hartley Act. Covers employee relations, collective 
bargaining, labor laws, employees’ welfare plans, pensions, in-plant feeding, 
community and press relations. 1,248 pages. Indexed. 


Y Foreign Trade Handbook (First edition). Covers all phases of exporting 
from a practical operating standpoint. Deals with existing problems, such 
as setting up sales outlets abroad, financing exports, credit and collection 
problems, overseas sales promotion and advertising. 1,500 pages. Indexed. 


ANY DARTNELL HANDBOOK—$10 ON APPROVAL 


THE DARTNELL CORPORATION, Publishers 


Ravenswood and Leland Avenues Chicago 40, Illinois 
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WHY DO THIS .....-. 
WHEN THERE’S 


a Better Way! 


@ Why waste your time filing and “slip- 
ping” book cards by hand when there’s 
a better way! ... The newly-developed 
Photocharger System of Library 
Bureau that eliminates 75% of the card 
handling in book charges, and cuts 
costs by 50%. 

It ends the need for Slipping of 
Books, New Book Cards, Filing of Book 


Cards, and Numerical Registration. In 


You have all needed charging data 


on one paper photo-record that you 
read easily without a viewer, and the 
Photocharger is so simple to operate 
that no special training is required. 
Get full details on how the Photo- 
charger System can cut costs, save time, 
give you a better way to charge books, 
Just phone your nearest Remington 


Rand office or write to Library Bureau, 





addition, it requires no re-registration 315 Fourth Avenue, New York «2%, ‘ 
or change-overs of equipment and book 10, New York. :¢ i 
identification. Do it now. od I 
Copyright 1948, Remington Rand Ine, 7 
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On Cover: George E. Votava and Hazel B. Timmerman discuss the Survey of Salaries and 
Working Conditions of Library Personnel, to be conducted by the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics and A.L.A. Board on Personnel Administration. Mr. Votava is wage analyst of 
the Bureau’s Chicago Regional Office. Miss Timmerman, a member of A.L.A. Headquarters 
Staff, is executive assistant of the Board. 


TO EDITORS: MATERIAL IN THE 4A.L.A. BULLETIN IS NOT COPYRIGHTED 


As THE official organ of the American Library Association, the A.L.A. Bulletin, sent to members, carries news of the 
Association, its officers, boards, committees, divisions, sections, round tables, and staff; addresses of conference speakers; 
articles by official representatives of the Association; and brief professional communications to or from members. Its scope 
does not include articles on library matters unrelated to the Association. Its authors’ opinions should be regarded as their 
own unless A.L.A. endorsement is specifically noted. The Bulletin is partially indexed in ‘‘Current Library Literature” in 
the Library Journal and by the Education Index. 

: Published monthly except bimonthly July-August, and semimonthly in September, October, and December by the American 
Library Association, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago 11. Entered as second-class matter July 12, 1948, at the Post Office at 
Chicago, with an additional entry at Menasha, Wis., under Act of Congress of August 24, 1912. Acceptance for mailing at 
special rate of postage provided for in United States Postal Act of October 3, 1917, Section 1103, amended February 28, 1925, 
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tion the Handbook: memberships at $5 and over secure in addition the Handbook and Proceedings. Institutional memberships, 
$5 to $25 a year. Single copies of news issues, 25¢ each. 








Simplified 

Loan Records 

with IBM 
Circulation Control 


With the IBM Method of Circulation 
Control librarians can handle all 
book loan records in a minimum of 
time. This new, automatic method of 
recording withdrawals by an IBM 
Time Stamp and determining over- 
due books with an IBM Sorter 
eliminates all writing and manual 
sorting at the charging desk, leaving 
the staff free to devote more time to 
professional services. All overdue 
notices are prepared quickly on the 
IBM Electric Formsholder, with as 
many copies as desired for subsequent 
notices. 

Under the IBM Method, books are 
put back in circulation immediately 
after they are returned to the desk. 
Book cards are not required. No 
slipping of books is necessary. Book 
pockets are not processed. Installa- 
tion of the IBM Method is exceed- 
ingly simple, requiring no change- 
over period and no special training 
of personnel. 


We invite you to write for the IBM booklet, “Circula- 
tion Control for Public Libraries,” describing how time 
now spent on tedious, time-consuming detail can be 
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converted to productive time in the library. 


ELECTRIC PUNCHED CARD ACCOUNTING MACHINES 





PROOF MACHINES...SERVICE BUREAUS...ELECTRIC TYPEWRITERS 
- +» TIME RECORDERS AND ELECTRIC TIME SYSTEMS 


International Business Machines Corporation, World Headquarters Building, 590 Madison Ave., N. Y. 22, N. ve 
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by KINSEY 
POMEROY 
and 
MARTIN 


Based on surveys made by 
Members of the Staff of In- 
diana University and sup- 
ported by the National Re- 
search Council with Rocke- 
feller Foundation funds. 804 
pages, 6” x 9, with 173 
charts and 159 tables. $6.50 





Continuing Evidence of this 
Book's Importance in the 
Reference Library 


SEXUAL BEHAVIOR 
in the HUMAN MALE 


". . a truly magnificent pioneering work 
which is bound to have a far reaching in- 
fluence in the revision of our traditional 
notions about the theory and practice of 
American sexual mores."'"—Experimental 
Medicine and Surgery 


"This study follows the perfection of a meth- 
od of interviewing and recording which per- 
mits of a new high mark in the accuracy of 
behavior histories. Since the method will be- 
come a standard procedure in psychological 
research certain features deserve comment. 
This volume is such a gold mine of informa- 
tion, it is so provocative of thought and 
comment, so suggestive of plans of research 
that any ordinary review can do no more 
than underline a few of the findings. It is one 
of the five or six most stimulating books that 
this reviewer has ever read.""—Psychologji- 
cal Bulletin. 





Published by 


W. B. SAUNDERS COMPANY 
West Washington Square 
Philadelphia 5 
Publishers to the Medical and Allied Professions 





FREE 


"SCREEN TEST” 


shows amazing improvement 
in your pictures! 






Project your pictures on 
Free Sample of Radiant's 
new “Million Mirror” 
screen fabric—and see 

J for yourself the remark- 
/ able difference it makes! 
See how millions of tiny glass mirrors, firmly im- 
bedded in the pure white screen surface, make your 
— fairly glow with life! See what happens when 
ight is reflected instead of absorbed! You will enjoy 
clearer, sharper black and whites—richer, brighter, 
more brilliant colors. Here is projection as real as 
life itself! The new 1949 Radiant Screens have many 
unusual and exclusive features. See them at your 
dealer today! 


Send coupon and get absolutely FREE 
e Sample of new Radiant “Million Mirror’’ Screen Fabric 
... Test it with your own projector and see for yourself the 
remarkable improvement over any other projection surface. 
e Basic Film Source Directory—your handy guide to 
hundreds of film sources 


RADIANT 


Bee-U-5. 008 OO. 


PROJECTION SCREENS 
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Radiant Manufacturing Corp. 
1238 S. Talman Ave., Chicago 8, III. 


Send me FREE: Sample of Radiant “Million Mirror” 
Screen Fabric AND Basic Film Source Directory. 


Name_ 
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The NEWS in a NUTSHELL 


A full month's editions of The New York Times on three 
small reels of 35mm. film. That's The New York Times 


on Microfilm. 


And what a saving in money! Saves the cost of a 
newspaper subscription . . . binding cost . . . and cost of 
large storage facilities. 





Yet The New York Times on Microfilm provides a 
photographic record of all the news, page by page, 
as published in The New York Times. 


How to save $35 


The subscription charge for the current year is only $140. 


Back issues cost $175. Be sure to order your 1948 issue 
before Jan. 1, and get the current price. 


THE NEW YORK TIMES ON MICROFILM 


229 West 43 Street, New York 18, N. Y. 
Phone LAckawanna 4-1000 
Tell Them You Saw Their Advertisement in the A.L.A. Bulletin 


What a boon to librarians who need more elbow room... 
more reading room! It reduces your storage problem 95%. 
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Joun MACKENZIE Cory 


Survey of Salaries 


and Working Conditions 


TAFF members in many libraries will soon 

have an unusual opportunity to partici- 

pate in a survey of vital importance to the 
library profession. 

This survey of the economic status of li- 
brary personnel will be conducted by the 
U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics in coopera- 
tion with the A.L.A. Board on Personnel Ad- 
ministration. Salaries and conditions of 
work will be covered. 

The data collected will be of great value 
as they will: (1) enable library staff members 
to compare their own status with that of 
others in their own field of library work; (2) 
permit individuals to appraise opportunities 
in other types of library work; (3) assist li- 
brarians in establishing equitable salary 
schedules; (4) aid in the improvement of 
working conditions; (5) produce facts for 
comparison with the minimum standards 
recommended by the A.L.A. and other na- 
tional and state library associations; (6) pro- 
vide information for comparison with eco- 
nomic conditions with those in comparable 
positions in other professions and in other 
departments of government; (7) supply li- 
brarians, library schools, and vocational coun- 
sellors with facts needed for recruiting and 
guidance of prospective library employees. 

The sampling will be made of full-time 
professional and nonprofessional staffs in li- 
braries of all types and sizes in each state, 
the District of Columbia and Hawaii. Sam- 
pling by libraries is essential as lists of non- 
professional personnel are not available. 





Representatives of Groups 
Sponsoring the Survey 


The libraries chosen for the sampling have 
been selected by the Bureau according to its 
regular sampling techniques. 

The mail questionnaire will be sent direct- 
ly to the participating libraries for distribu- 
tion to the staff. The staff member will 
provide answers to approximately thirty 
questions and return the questionnaire with- 
out signature directly to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics in a self-addressed envelope requir- 
ing no postage. Preliminary testing reveals 
the questionnaire can be answered in from 
fifteen to twenty minutes. 

Typical of the information requested is: 
type of library in which employed, activity to 
which you devote the major portion of time, 
subject matter with which you deal, responsi- 
bility of position, annual salary, pay for Sun- 
day and holiday work, size of staff, length of 
vacation, sick leave provisions, general and 
professional education, insurance and retire- 
ment benefits, hours of work, number of de- 
pendents, marital status, and years of library 
experience. 

Each person receiving a questionnaire is 
urged to cooperate in the survey. Such par- 
ticipation is essential in order to have com- 
parative figures at the national, regional and 
state levels and by types of libraries. It is 
unlikely another study of this type and mag- 
nitude can be made for many years. Li- 
brarians should therefore make the most of 
this unusual opportunity to assist in provid- 
ing material which is of vital concern to the 
present and future of the library profession. 
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Dr. Leigh Sends 
A Progress Report 





on the Public Library Inquiry 


HE Public Library Inquiry has now been 
te operation eighteen months; it has 
ten months remaining in which to com- 
plete its work. 

It will be recalled® that the American 
Library Association in a memorandum to 
the Council late in the summer of 1946 
proposed a comprehensive, independent 
“appraisal of the American public library 
as a social institution.” During the fall and 
early winter a special committee of the 
Council drew up a plan for such a study. 
In March 1947, the Carnegie Corporation 
provided funds ($175,000) for a two-and- 
a-quarter year inquiry to be conducted in 
accordance with these plans. 

Ralph A. Beals, New York Public Li- 
brary; J. Frederick Dewhurst, Twentieth 
Century Fund; Donald G. Marquis, Uni- 
versity of Michigan; Mary U. Rothrock, 
Tennessee Valley Authority; Richard H. 
Shryock, University of Pennsylvania; Mal- 
colm M. Willey, University of Minnesota, 
were appointed as an advisory body to 
Robert D. Leigh, director of the Inquiry. 


Scope and Purpose 

The scope of the Inquiry has been de- 
fined generally as being centered in the 
public or community library in the United 
States, with attention to school, university, 
and and to 
commercial agencies of mass comunication, 
only as they are related to public libraries; 


endowed research libraries, 


and with only incidental attention to signi- 


* Annual Report of the Social Science 
1946-47; Items, June 1947. 


Research Council, 


Marcu 1, 1947-Aucust 31, 1948 


ficant, recent library developments in other 
countries and between countries. 

The purpose of the Inquiry is to provide 
a reliable picture of public library objec- 
tives, present structure and functioning, 
unfilled needs, trends, and alternative pos- 
sibilities for development. It will terminate 
in a general report and a half dozen or more 
special studies, intended to serve as useful 
aids to librarians, library boards, public 
officials, foundations and other donors, and 
citizens concerned with general enlighten- 
ment, in their framing of policies for the 
decade ahead. 

Premises 

In the early stages of the Inquiry, and in 
connection with the definition of areas for 
special study and selection of personnel to 
conduct the studies, an effort was made to 
formulate the presuppositions constituting 
the frame of reference in which the studies 
consciously or unconsciously operate. It 
was recognized that although these prem- 
ises would include values, ideals, and pref- 
erence (such as freedom to learn and advan- 
tage of widely distributed initiative), which 
in the minds of many have a sanction other 
than scientific, they are considered by social 
scientists as generalizations of varying 
degrees of reliability derived from accumu- 
lated insights and long experience in ass0- 
ciated living. And as such they are 
hypotheses subject to unceasing test and 
verification. It was felt, however, that for 
any single inquiry, bound as it must be by 
strict limits of time, energy, and funds, 
some generalizations must serve for its dura- 
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tion as premises rather than as tentative 
hypotheses to be tested by the Inquiry’s 
own studies. And it was felt, also, that it 
is important to make such premises or biases 
explicit. 

Accordingly, a tentative statement of 
Inquiry premises was made by the director 
and submitted for review both to the advis- 
ory committee and to the Inquiry staff. It 
was also presented orally and in print 
(A.L.A. Bulletin, March 1948, p. 115-20) 
to the American Library Association. As a 
result of these deliberations there were 
specific improvements in the text on behalf 
of greater consistency and logic, and recog- 
nition of hitherto unrecognized biases. But 
there was no final, formal adoption of the 
statement by any one of the three groups. 
The revised statement represents, rather, a 
rough consensus reached by those partici- 
pating in the Inquiry—more exactly it rep- 
resents the explicit premises of the director, 
who is responsible for preparing the In- 
quiry’s final report. 


The Projects 

The main tasks of the Inquiry: i.e., 
locating the library’s actual objectives, set- 
ting up tentative hypotheses regarding 
library operations and trends, defining vari- 
ous projects designed to test the hypotheses, 
and gathering data under each of the pro- 
jects, has now been practically completed. 

The fifteen projects into which the In- 
quiry is divided may be grouped into three 
types. The first group deals with five basic 
aspects of the library institution: personnel, 
government, processes, use, finance. 

1. In charge of the study of library per- 
sonnel is Dr. Alice Bryan, of the Columbia 
University, Department of Psychology, and 
School of Library Service. The study em- 
phasizes the working patterns and personal 
characteristics of librarians in addition to 
dealing with the usual topics of training, 
recruiting, salary and classification, promo- 
tion, working conditions, and retirement. 
Phyllis Osteen of the New York Public 
Library staff assisted Dr. Bryan in the area 
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of grading and classification. The director, 
assisted by Lucy Crissey, Columbia Univer- 
sity, School of Library Service, is in charge 
of the section on library schools and library 
training. 

2. Dr. Oliver Garceau, formerly on the 
faculty of Harvard University and the Uni- 
versity of Maine, is in charge of the project 
on the government of the library. The 
project deals with the evolution and present 
organization of library structure and govern- 
mental controls, analysis of political and 
group pressures, policy determination, and 
professional associational functions. Associ- 
ated with Dr. Garceau in this project are 
C. DeWitt Hardy, formerly of the Univer- 
sity of Maine faculty; Lillian Orden, for- 
merly with the U.S. Bureau of the Budget; 
Watson O’D. Pierce, of Nejelski and Co., 
and the director. 

3. The project on library processes, in- 
volving a detailed cooperative analysis of 
the technical operations in five public libra- 
ries of different sizes, is being carried on by 
Nejelski and Co., under the direction of 
Watson O’D. Pierce, formerly with the 
National Institute of Industrial Psychology 
in London. 

4. The project on use of the public li- 
brary was conducted by an intensive inter- 
viewing of citizens in a national sample of 
communities, conducted by the University 
of Michigan Survey Research Center di- 
rected by Rensis Likert. This is accom- 
panied by a critical analysis of other studies 
of customer use of the library and of other 
media of mass communication made during 
the last two decades, by Dean Bernard 
Berelson of the University of Chicago, 
Graduate Library School, assisted by Lester 
Asheim. 

5. The project on library finance is being 
conducted by Charles Armstrong of the re- 
search staff of the New York State Depart- 
ment of Education, who recently completed 
an analysis of public library financial sup- 
port in New York State. 

The second group of five projects con- 
sists of analyses of the major producers of 
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library materials and of newer or special 
the book and magazine 
government publica- 


library services: 
publishing industries, 
tion, nontheatrical films, music and other 
records and library music materials, special 
libraries and technical services. 

1. William Miller, formerly of Fortune 
Magazine and of the staff of New York 
University, has made a study of the com- 
mercial book publication, and is making a 
study of the magazine industries. 

2. James L. McCamy, of the University 
of Wisconsin faculty, and Julia McCamy 
are analyzing government publication in 
relation to public libraries. 

3. The Twentieth Century Fund is mak- 
ing a study of the nontheatrical film in rela- 
tion to. public libraries. This study is 
directed by Gloria Waldron of the Fund's 
staff, and associated with her in the study 
is Cecile Starr of the staff of the American 
Association for Adult Education. 

4. Otto C. Luening, Columbia Univer- 
sity Music Department, is studying the rela- 
tion of music records, scores, and books to 
public library service, assisted by Eloise 
Moore who made a report on the use and 
possibilities of nonmusic recordings. 

5. Helen Roberts, formerly on the staff 
of the Commission on Freedom of the Press, 
has made an analysis of the work of special 
libraries and their relation to the public 
library. 

The third group, consisting of five proj- 
ects, may be called peripheral or subsid- 
iary. They are as follows: 

1. Analysis of foreign and international 
library developments, by Richard Heindel, 
staff associate of the Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations and formerly in charge of 
the U.S. libraries abroad under the State 
Department. 

2. Report on the evolution of the public 
library in the United States, by C. DeWitt 
Hardy of the Inquiry staff. 

3. Analysis of the library in relation to 
the institutions, process and possibilities of 
adult education, including an analysis of 
existing knowledge with regard to the 
means of changing attitudes, opinion and 
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interest, by Joseph Klapper, a Fellow of 
the Rockefeller Foundation, associated with 
the Columbia University Bureau of Applied 
Social Research. 

4. Analysis of relation of the public }j. 
brary to the research library network, by 
the director. 

5. Analysis of the relation of the public. 
library to the school system, by the director, 


Method 


The Inquiry staff includes one or more 
persons representing the following social 
science disciplines: history, political science, 
economics, psychology, sociology, and pub- 
lic administration; also persons who have 
specialized in what for a better term may 
be called mass communication analysis; 
there are some staff members with profes- 
sional library training and experience. 

The methods employed in the projects 
exhibit considerable diversity, but have 
common elements. All consist in part of a 
critical analysis of the existing literature 
in the field of the project, supplemented by 
recorded interviews with key persons in 
the field. 

Nearly all have made use of one or more 
questionnaires addressed to all the public 
libraries in the national sample of libraries 
selected for the Inquiry, followed by organ- 
ized interviews and direct observation of 
some or all of the libraries in the sample. 

In the case of the personnel project, 
there was a battery of three questionnaires 
filled out by the members of the library 
staff in each of the public libraries in the 
sample; also a separate questionnaire for 
the library’s executive head. This fact-gath- 
ering procedure was preceded by a visit by 
Miss Bryan, and staff meeting at the ma- 
jority of the libraries in the sample. 

The method used in the library govern- 
ment project has been that of a visit to the 
sample communities by one of the four staff 
members engaged in the project, during 
which he carried on a series of recorded 
interviews with the library officers , boards, 
public officials and key citizens, made direct 
observations, and served as a scouting aid 


; 


as, iw 


~ —e om — — 


See OOO OOP tle 








ave 


the 


m- 


the 


ing 
led 
ds, 
ect 


aid 


PROGRESS REPORT ON THE PUBLIC LIBRARY INQUIRY 


on unusual services for members of the 
other Inquiry projects. 

The project on library use employed the 
area sampling technique of recorded inter- 
views with citizens, by trained interviewers 
using open-ended questions, on a question 
schedule, later coded, tabulated, and ana- 
lyzed. 

The project on library processes used a 
general questionnaire for all the libraries 
in the sample, but concentrated on a de- 
tailed flow of work and job analysis in four 
public libraries in the sample, of different 
sizes and complexity of operations. These 
intensive studies involved the cooperation 
of the library staff members in recording 
time and nature of work. 

Several of the other projects, especially 
those in the second group, employed the 
methods of questionnaires to all the libraries 
in the sample, and from the replies and 
other information there was a selection of 
a dozen or more libraries for visits, for the 
purpose of direct observation and interview 
regarding activities in the area of the special 
project. In some cases, questionnaires and 
visits included libraries outside the sample 
where work of an unusual character is going 
on. 

In still other projects: i.e., library schools, 
book and magazine publication, there was 
no use of the sample; the work consisted 
mainly of organized and recorded “journal- 
istic” interviews supplemented by analysis 
of available written and statistical material. 

The sample of public libraries used by 
the Inquiry consists of an over-all group of 
60 libraries or library systems in cities, towns 
and counties of the United States. The 
primary list of 47 cities, towns, villages, 
and open country areas was made up by the 
University of Michigan Surv ey Research 
Center with the single object of identifying 
a smallest number of population units ‘that 
will serve as an accurate cross-section of 
the population of the United States. This 
primary sample was used for the survey of 
citizen use and non-use of library services. 
It is also used by itself in other Inquiry 
projects where the object is to get norms 
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or averages, such as library salaries, etc. 

Although the primary sample provides 
population units varying from metropolitan 
areas to small village and open country, and 
represents the different major regions of 
the country as well as a variety of types 
of library organization and service, for other 
purposes, especially for the study of newer 
and special types of library activity, this 
primary list was augmented by designating 
other city and country libraries, bringing the 
total to 60 for all purposes. 

In the case of state libraries, the study 
has included some analysis of all the state 
library systems, with more intensive exam- 
ination, by visit and interview, of about 
one half of them. Altogether, the effort has 
been to employ the process of sampling as 
a corrective both to the extensive but thin 
and lifeless picture gained from country- 
wide reports and statistical totals only, as 
well as the impressionistic, distorted picture 
gained from an unsystematic survey of a 
dozen to a score of libraries. Especially is 
the sample employed to correct the tend- 
ency of most previous library surveys to 
include mainly the better libraries in mid- 
dle-sized and larger cities—chosen because 
they offered to cooperate and were easy to 
get at. 


Reports and Publications 


A five day conference of advisors and 
staff members was held August 9-13, in 
Williamstown, Mass., for the purpose of re- 
view and criticism of six reports submitted 
to the advisory committee in draft form, 
and consideration of five oral reports made 
by staff members. 

The general report will be prepared by 
the director during the late fall and winter, 
to be reviewed by the advisory committee 
and members of the library profession, and 
to be submitted to the publisher early in the 
spring of 1949. 

In addition to the general report, the 
Inquiry now plans to publish a half dozen 
or more of the special studies as separate 
books. The Columbia University Press will 
publish the general and other reports. 





















In 1829 railroads were 


a-building, cities were adding 


smokestack to smokestack =— 






America was beginning to grow! 


—_ 
since 1829 AMERICAN. 


has been a Standard Reference Set 


and has grown along with America! Now worldwide in scope, it is 
thoroughly American in outlook and interpretation and in its appre- 
ciation of the importance to Americans of economy of time and 
effort. Containing the essential knowledge only to be found through 
research in over 1,000 books, yet streamlined for maximum efficiency 
and usability 






Pertinent facts about Americana: 30 volumes, 700-page index, 66,000 






articles, 6,000 illustrations including maps, photos, drawings, diagrams, 






and charts. More than a quarter of a million facts at fingertip speed! 






Brilliantly edited, the Americana has two im- 
portant contributions to users First, its excel- 
lent digests of books, plays and operas—a 
unique feature, second, its comprehensive bib- 
hographies on all major articles. In addition, 
the Americana gives pronunciations, with dia- 
critical markings, of all unusual words and new 


technical terms and proper names 


Accurate, comprehensive, timely and unbiased, 


the Americana covers thoroughly the many 
facets of American life—science, industry, pol- 
itics, economics, literature, art, medicine, bank- 
ing and finance, government, nutrition and 
many more. Each volume 1s convenient in 
size, attractively bound, printed on an opaque, 


giareless paper in well-chosen readable type. 








7 An American Encyclopedia for American Research 


Mail this coupon for your copy of “America’s Reference Work’’—a beau- 
tiful 36-page booklet that describes ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA in detail 


re 

‘ 
' 
‘ 
' 
' 

'e ‘ 

eS lypedia—~ ; No obligation of course. Address: The Americana Corporation, Educa 

: ronal Division, 2 West 45th St., New York 19,N Y 
' 
' 
' 
' Schor 
: chool 
‘ 
' 
' 
' I — - 
' 
' 
' 
' t 
: ‘ : 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
‘ 





a , — oe — ee 


Name anaes ial a ines 


x 
x 
a 
} 
ew esee eww cee oe wnnnnnne 


— 





Tell Them You Saw Their Advertisement in the A.L.A. Bulletin 


LL 





the BOOKSELLER 


and the 
LIBRARIAN 


Wuat Do THey Exreectr 
FROM EacH OTHER 


AND ARE THey Gerttine Ir? 


Technical and Scientific Publications 


HERE is one especially important func- 

tion of the bookseller and the librarian 
which I would like to stress, and that is: 
“Serving the public and your community 
best by giving them enough practical 
books.” 
would like to put within the reach of our 
community those books that will help us 
grow mentally, increase our earning power 
and, in turn, improve the produced wealth 


I am sure we all agree that we 


of the nation. It is impossible to put all the 
books we would like on the library shelves, 
but I believe that this type of practical 
book is particularly these 
times. 

Particularly since Pearl Harbor, the pub- 
lic has come to expect more and more tech- 
nical and scientific books on the shelves of 
There have been spectacular 


important in 


the libraries. 
advances made in recent years in the fields 
agricul- 


of radio, engineering, 


and labor and 


chemistry, 
ture, building construction, 
management relations. The people con- 
cerned want to keep abreast of these im- 
portant changes and expect the libraries 
to have books covering this information on 
their shelves. 

When a library has a technical librarian, 
we find the people in the community 
seem generally satisfied with the selection 
of scientific and technical books on their 
shelves. In the libraries that do not have 
a technical librarian we find a disturbing 
condition. Due to a lack of knowledge of 
technical and scientific books, many of these 


Nore: An abridgement of the panel discussion, Book Ac- 
quisitions Committee meeting, Atlantic City, June 15, 1948. 


libraries are side-stepping the problem of 
giving their community these _ scientific 
books they need. The thought of purchas- 
ing books in specialized technical fields 
seems to frighten many librarians. 

This disturbing condition, we feel, if 
given further thought and understanding 
can be corrected. Following are a few sug- 
gestions which I'd like to present. 


1. It is not necessary to be a graduate en- 
gineer to select technical or scientific books 
properly. Some of the most successful book- 
sellers in this country, who have done an 
outstanding job of buying and marketing tech- 
nical books, have had no specialized training 
in that fie ld. The library profession with its 
high standards and fine library schools produces 
graduates that are certainly capable of deal- 
ing with these scientific and technical books. 

2. We have always produced and mailed to 
the libraries a very complete general catalog 
containing an excellent cross-reference index 
by author, subject, and title. The catalogs 
give information about the author’s affiliations 
and background, and contain a table of con- 
tents and description of the text that should 
be helpful as a guide in appraising technical 
books. 

3. During the past year we have tried an 
experiment in a limited way which seems to 
have worked out very satisfactorily for the 
libraries concerned and ourselves. Where 
library has given us specific information about 
the particular subjects in which they have an 
active interest, we have been able to supply 
them with either the latest book in that field 
or a description of it as soon as the book is 
published. Frequently the libraries miss an 
important book for a few months between is- 
sues of new catalogs. Many libraries during 
this “in-between” period need information 
about these books as soon as they are pub- 
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lished. I am sure that your bookseller or 
jobber would be only too glad to help you 
in keeping abreast of the best books in the 
specialized fields. 


I hope that librarians will give this mat- 
ter some serious thought, and that these 
suggestions may help us rectify the situa- 
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tion. I believe that constructive action 
along these lines will be greatly appreciated 
by the large number of people in your 
community who desire the latest books in 
these very important and useful scientific 
fields.—ALBERT P. MITCHELL, sales manager, 
McGraw-Hill Book Company, New York. 


In the Public Library Field 


1kE most of the large libraries in the 
United States, the Enoch Pratt Free 
Library has had, during the last five years, 
a certain amount of difficulty procuring all 
desired copies of every book ordered. How- 
ever, we are in complete sympathy with the 
position of publishers and book dealers 
since book production costs have risen 
sharply and only a very small percentage of 
this increase has been passed on to the 
consumer. To make a reasonable return 
of profit, or to avoid standing too great a 
loss, publishers have shied away from smal- 
ler printings of many technical and other 
nonfiction books. A great many of these 
titles, however, are exactly those which in- 
terest libraries. 

A number of times during the last diffi- 
cult years we have placed orders either with 
our dealer or directly with the publisher for 
a title which is to be issued in a small 
printing. To insure receiving a copy, a 
good share of the time we placed our order 
in advance of publication and the answer 
from the dealer was usually “not yet pub- 
lished, holding order,” or, “please reorder 
on a certain date.” Just about publication 
date, we would reorder the book and often 
the report was “out-of-print.” Now it 
would appear that publishers and booksel- 
lers do not maintain a file of titles momen- 
tarily expected to come into their order 
departments. Perhaps dealers do have 
such files, and clerical help has either been 
lacking or incompetent to handle such con- 
tingencies. Perhaps you can give us the 
general practice of dealers in such cases. 
I should think that book dealers could 


easily maintain files of orders that would be 


filled as soon as book publishers supplied 
copies. Maybe there is some quirk in the 
book dealing business which librarians do 
not understand or appreciate. 

Another difficulty that libraries experi- 
ence with book dealers is that they do not, 
in many cases, submit invoices with the 
shipment of books. Since many libraries 
cannot begin processing a book until the 
price of the book is known, and the bill 
cannot be authorized for payment unless 
the material is in hand, we suffer many de- 
lays in getting books to readers. As long as 
we order the largest part of our material 
from a local book dealer, who submits bills 
with books, this will not be too serious a 
problem. However, we do order enough 
material from other dealers to appreciate 
the nuisance of waiting a week or two for a 
bill to follow a shipment of books before 
writing and requesting the invoice. 

A year ago this library was very anxious 
to buy a copy of a book advertised in the 
Publishers’ Weekly. The publication date 
was advanced two or three times, and 
finally, several months later, an answer to 
one of our letters noted the book as “Not 
our publication.” Two letters of complete 
explanation failed to bring a different re- 
port from the publisher. Is it not the 
practice of publishing houses to maintain a 
file of their titles in various stages of com- 
pletion? Why could not this publisher have 
said he had abandoned publication of the 
title we desired? As long as any report on 
a title is given, I should expect it would be 
just as easy to give the correct one. 

Several months ago we placed an order 
for some fifty copies of a very popular title 
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which was being widely advertised in all 
the trade journals as well as local news- 
papers. The publisher returned our order 
with the reply stamped on it, “Sorry, not 
our publication.” Our order, we learned 
upon pressing the publisher, had arrived 
one day before the books were received in 
their order department! 

Another grievance that libraries enter- 
tain against publishers and book dealers is 
the questionable practice of advertising new 
editions when the edition is very little, if 
anything, more than a new printing. This 
happens quite often and is very expensive 
to libraries since often the “new edition” 
is ordered in quantity for distribution to 
many of the branch libraries. Perhaps part 
of the difficulty lies in the fact that pub- 
lishers and librarians do not think of the 


dll 


term “edition” in the same way. We con- 
sider the book another copy or printing 
when the imprint date only has _ been 
changed, or even when a new publisher 
has issued an old text, or if the material has 
been reissued with corrections. Publishers 
may consider that any change in setting up 
type again warrants the term “new edition.” 

We certainly hope that the publishers 
and dealers understand our position and do 
not feel libraries are simply impossible cus- 
tomers with whom to deal. I fully appre- 
ciate the problems and difficulties that face 
book dealers and publishers, but perhaps a 
picture of our predicament will help make 
for greater mutual understanding through- 
out the book world.—Joun A. Humpnry, 
director of processing, Enoch Pratt Free Li- 
brary, Baltimore. 


Securing Out-of-Print Books 


IBRARIANS no doubt want to know if they 
. will be able to secure in the future 
more of the out-of-print books required 
than have been available in the past few 
years, and at prices they can afford. I 
wish I could provide a ready solution or 
promise an easy clue to the solution of the 
problem. 

The libraries have absorbed out-of-print 
books in the past six years or so in such 
large quantities that for all practical pur- 
poses numerous titles may never prove 
available, except on rare occasions and at 
high prices. And while such books are 
greatly needed, the ultimate sale is insuff- 
cient to warrant their being reprinted unless 
some inexpensive process is developed for 
reproducing in book form editions of fifty 
to one hundred copies. 

Prices for run-of-the-mill, as well as de- 
sirable out-of-print books are commencing 
to come down. Book purchasing by the 
general public has fallen off considerably, 
and the trade, with only the libraries to fall 
back upon, is marking their books down. 
So far as books are concerned, we no longer 
have a sellers’ market. Of course, there 


are innumerable titles that for one reason 
or another have always been high priced, but 
the tendency to mark even inconsequen- 
tial out-of-print books no longer prevails. 
All of this does not mean that more out-of- 
print books will suddenly prove available, 
but generally those that are will be at lower 
prices than heretofore. However, one fact 
that libraries should remember is that books, 
published twenty-five to fifty years ago, 
would, if published today, be issued at prices 
higher by possibly 50 to 100 per cent. 

There are many methods for securing 
out-of-print books, such as personal visits to 
book-shops, sending want lists around, auc- 
tions, second-hand catalogs, advertising, or 
employing an agent. Advertising may get 
you the book you wish sooner than other 
devices, but very often at too high a price, 
since broadcasting your wants has a tend- 
ency to encourage the trade to mark up 
such titles. And a librarian often has only 
an imperfect knowledge of the real value 
of a book quoted at a high price, or its rela- 
tive scarcity. Many dealers with good 
books in stock at moderate prices will not 
quote on books advertised for or reply to 
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mimeographed or printed want lists since 
they prefer to hold books for their regular 
customers rather than offer them to casual 
ones. A library agent will eventually get 
you the book you wish and more likely at a 
lower price, since he is well posted on the 
real value of a book and will not buy it 
unless in his opinion the price is right. Your 
agent is anxious to establish permanent 
relations and will lean backward to be fair 
in his dealings with you. 

The solution of the out-of-print problem 
lies in the unceasing and intelligent use of 
the facilities that now exist for getting such 
books. Some, I have already indicated. 
Others are through the medium of reprint 
editions by offset or lithoprint, microfilm 
and microprint, the use of union catalogs 
and interlibrary loans. 

Many books out-of-print or out-of-stock 
have already been reissued or will be in 
the not too distant future, particularly if 
manufacturing costs for small printings 
should come down. The Encyclopedia of 
Social Sciences in the popular priced edition 
So is the Dictionary of 
American Biography, as well as the thirteen- 


is again available. 
cq 


volume Oxford English Dictionary and the 
two-volume shorter Oxford English Diction- 
ary. In time, the Dictionary of National 
Biography, as well as the various Cam- 
bridge histories will be reissued. Printers, 
binders, and the paper supply houses are 
beginning to scratch for business. How- 
ever, paper is still in short supply and may 
continue so for a while. I believe it was 
the International Paper Company who de- 
clared a dividend of $15 a share on their 
In 1946, which up to that 
time had been the most profitable year in 
their history, the dividend was $7. Our 
system of free competitive enterprise, so 


1947 operations. 


far as paper mills are concerned, would 
appear to still be in a healthy and well 
nourished state. 

Getting back to the libraries. 


chasing offices should reduce the amount of 


The pur- 


paper work they put booksellers and pub- 
Why should it 
be necessary, on a $2.50 book, to invoice in 


lishers to in filling orders. 
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triplicate on our own forms, and also in 
quadruplicate on your forms, and_ have 
Some of 
the forms you send us are so large they 
cannot be inserted in a typewriter with a 
normal size carriage. Intelligent office help 
is hard to get and keep, and the second. 
hand bookseller who is “small fry,” and 


your four invoices all notorized. 


can't afford all the necessary mechanized 
gadgets, just doesn't bother to fill small 
orders and reports the book not in stock. 
I find it almost hopeless to hold a billing 
clerk for any length of time; they just go 
daffy trying to keep up with all the pieces 
of paper and remembering what is to be 
done with each. 

Large publishing and jobbing houses are 
compelled to mechanize their office proc- 
esses to keep up with the paper flood. 
Books are mechanically manufactured and 
orders are mechanically executed.—PETER 
SmitH, National Bibliophile Service, New 
York City. 


The question of what the bookseller and 
the librarian expect from each other—and 
are they getting it, can be approached from 
two angles; namely, materials and service. 
The first of these, of course, is primarily 
related to the publishers of books, as dealers 
have relatively little control over the physi- 
cal form of the materials which they handle. 

It seems to me that the librarian is justi- 
fied in expecting a good book from the pub- 
lisher as far as physical makeup is con- 
cerned. I realize that war and_ postwar 
difficulties in manufacturing were frequently 
given to excuse such things as poor paper, 
binding, than excellent 
typography. However, it is hard to see 
why books should be manufactured with 
inner page margins which are too narrow to 


weak and less 


permit rebinding when at the same time the 
outer margin is more than adequate. 

As far as service is concerned, the prob- 
lems were much the same in doing business 
with a publisher or dealer. 

One problem in this connection lies in 
the matter of announcements and listings. 


Announcements often fail to specify 
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whether the book has been published, 
whether it is scheduled to be published 
next week or next month, and sometimes 
even fail to indicate whether it is a reprint- 
ing, a slight revision, or a completely new 
edition. 

Closely connected with the foregoing is 
the matter of seeing that the book is listed 
in the Publishers’ Weekly and the Cumu- 
lative Book Index. There seems to be no 
adequate reason for the delay which often 
occurs in this respect. 

Delay in filling orders and faulty follow- 
up on items not immediately supplied are 
general criticisms which will presumably 
always be present. It is a little difficult, 
however, to explain to a faculty member 
why it takes ten days to two weeks for a 
library to secure a book from a dealer or 
publisher, when a personal letter will bring 
the faculty member's copy often within 
four or five days. 

Delay in sending invoices is another gen- 
eral criticism which it seems should be sus- 
ceptible to correction. The practice of 
sending the invoice with the book appears 
to be most satisfactory to libraries and one 
wonders why it is not more generally fol- 
lowed. Certainly, there is no excuse for 
invoices to be delayed for two weeks. 

I have mentioned nothing about prices 
and discounts, although these two topics 
might be fertile fields for discussion. In- 
asmuch as they involve the whole economics 
of the book trade they are perhaps a little 
beyond the scope of our discussion.—CARL 
W. E. Hinz, librarian, University of Ore- 
gon, Portland. 


It is our experience that the librarians of 
public libraries are well aware of the prob- 
lems of the bookseller, and cooperate fully 
in the preparation of orders and in the rea- 
sonable nature of their demands for infor- 
mation about the ever-present “shorts.” 

There are, however, conditions in our 
relations with college and university librari- 
ans which make us wonder from time to 
time what we are in business for, and I 
have here an order which is a classic exam- 
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ple of our problems in this phase of our 
business. This order is for 767 books, only 
139 of which were in stock. We ordered 
628 from approximately 150 publishers, re- 
ceived 360 out-of-print reports and finally 
billed only $613. I estimate that we lost 
not less than $300 on this order. 

This illustration may seem exaggerated, 
but it is very close to the bitter truth. 
Actually I took the order at random from 
our files; it could be duplicated many, many 
times. It is interesting to observe at this 
point that the order was made up from A 
List of Books for Junior College Libraries. 
Like many similar bibliographies, this list 
has not been revised since the war, and, 
consequently, now has little practical value. 

You may justly ask, if the wholesaler 
loses on this business, how he can continue 
to operate. Fortunately, the larger part of 
our business is done with booksellers, de- 
partment stores, and public libraries, all of 
whom buy, for the most part, current books 
which we purchase for stock at maximum 
discounts. Their purchases may run up to 
hundreds of copies of given titles, and the 
annual sales volumes reach very high fig- 
ures. This is very easy business to handle, 
with a minimum of requirement for ex- 
pensive service by the highly paid book 
expert. 

What is the answer to the college library 
order problem? First, he should order only 
books in current catalogs from the book- 
seller. Other orders should go to those 
specializing in the O.P’s, such as Peter 
Smith. Second, give all the information 
possible. Third, give the bookseller a break 
and don’t ask him to compete for this busi- 
ness. He is human and he is apt to fall for 
the elusive prospect of an ultimate profit 
on a lot of orders. Actually, he should be 
listed among the sustaining members who 
support the college. 

The other serious situation in our institu- 
tion business is the requirement of many 
boards of education for competitive bids. 
In this age of ever-increasing expense it is 
unreasonable to ask a business house to 
spend money pricing a list of books in 
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advance of receiving an order and in com- 
petition with other booksellers. We have 
in the past spent as much as $50 to $100 
pricing a list, only to be advised, very non- 
chalantly, that so and so’s price was lower. 
All booksellers should refuse to be parties 
of this wasteful proceeding. We offer to 
fill orders at prevailing prices, and hope 
that eventually the boards of education will 
recognize the unfairness of breaking down 
prices through competitive bidding. 

It may interest librarians to know that in 
the interest of reducing expense we are 
gradually operations 
through the medium of I.B.M. conveyor 
systems, and reorganizing stock handling 
methods. It is anticipated that we will be 
able to handle a much larger volume of 


mechanizing our 


business with the same number of employ- 
ees at lower unit cost.—C. E. Brookes, sales 
manager, Baker and Taylor Company, New 
York City. 


Several months ago it was necessary that 
I talk to a group of county superintendents 
of schools about a contract we had just 
written. In the course of the discussion, 
I tried to show that although we had put 
up a bond for the faithful completion of 
the terms of the contract, there were also 
terms in the contract which the buyer was 
responsible for, and, which in many cases, 
they had misinterpreted or overlooked en- 
tirely in previous years. They were quite 
surprised when I pointed out some of the 
factors involved. In every sale there is a 
contract. A contract is an agreement for 
doing some definite thing. Then we should 
try to explain the definite thing and see if 
by cooperation we cannot do it better than 
it is being done at the present time. 

If we are conscientious about our work, 
the aim of all of us must be supplying your 
taxpayer with the requested books for the 
least money at the proper time. The whole- 
salers’ margin of profit is not large. Since 
the beginning of the war, discount sched- 
ules have remained about the same. With 
the increased cost of overhead made up of 


labor, transportation, materials, and sales 
expense, every penny is vital. Cooperation 
leading to reduction in any of these fields 
can mean the difference between the con- 
tinued granting of large discounts or a re- 
trenching on the part of your supplier. 

I will try to outline for you briefly the 
cooperation which would assist us in the 
promotion and sales departments. 

1. You, as librarians, can expect accurate 
and timely information concerning books 
in the periodic mailings from your suppliers. 
If you do not receive such information you 
have just cause for complaint. Your dealer 
would welcome any suggestions you might 
be able to give him. 

As an example of what such suggestions 
can mean, let me tell you of a survey we 
made last fall. In an effort to know better 
the needs of libraries and schools in this 
field, we sent out more than 1000 ques- 
tionnaires in November. Return cards were 
received from 648. Three hundred and 
fifty-seven of the replies indicated interest 
in new and forthcoming books, 342 were 
interested in reprint lists, and 335, or more 
than half, wanted special lists such as music, 
art, high school fiction, religion, ete. 

From this survey we found a great need 
for a teen-age list of books, and immedi- 
ately prepared such a catalog. You might 
have suggestions at any time which, if you 
will let them be known, can be helpful to 
all librarians. 

If, through an error in the suppliers rec- 
ords, you are receiving two or three mail- 
ings of particular promotion pieces, be sure 
to let him know so that his plates can be 
converted. Printing is very expensive and 
all duplicate mailings are a waste. 

2. Your supplier should select traveling 
salesmen who have a fund of information 
concerning what they are selling, who can 
suggest books on particular subjects, and 
who can act as a liaison between the Ii- 
brary and the supplier with regard to serv- 


ice. 

If the routine of the library is such that 
a salesman’s efforts are not needed, you 
will save yourself and him considerable 











les 
ion 


Ids 


re- 


‘he 


he 


ite 


ks 


ou 
ler 


tht 


WANTS AND OFFERS 


time by letting him know this fact. Orders 
can be placed in routine fashion, and the 
salesman can arrange to come in periodi- 
cally to check up on service. 

Some librarians are unable to place firm 
orders at the time of the salesman’s visit. 
Usually, they will suggest that the books 
be assembled immediately and that con- 
firmation will follow. When such confirma- 
tion fails to appear, there can be a great loss 
for your supplier. Also, confirming orders 
should be marked so that the books set aside 
in advance can be consolidated and not du- 
plicated. 

The salesmen should send advance cards 
early enough so that the librarians have time 
to advise if the time stated is not suitable. 
When the appointment is made, both the 
and the salesman should be 
Cooperation on these appoint- 


librarian 
prompt. 
ments will allow the salesmen to work with 
a greater number of librarians. 

3. We attempt to show at state, regional, 
and national library meetings, material 
which will be of value to the librarian, the 


items which they wish to see before buying. 
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We believe that the time allotted for the 
librarians to view displays at many meet- 
ings is inadequate. This is particularly 
true of state meetings, since many of the 
librarians from small communities do not 
have an opportunity at other times to select 
books from actual samples. 

Some library associations do not plan 
their meetings so as to allow good working 
space for displays. I have worked at a 
convention where the display was on the 
top floor of the hotel and the meetings were 
held on the floors below. Few of the li- 
brarians actually took the time to come up 
and visit the displays. 

Most years, there are conflicts between 
meetings even within the particular regions 
of the country. This results in either your 
supplier being unable to display, or of hav- 
ing to offer a substitute salesman to cover 
the meeting. Such substitutions do not 
bring in the best results. 

I am sure that cooperation along the line 
suggested above will prove beneficial to all 
concerned.—Davip P. Busse, sales manager, 
A. C. McClurg and Company, Chicago. 


Wants and Offers 


Notices of wants and offers are accepted 
from institutional members only. Such li- 
braries are allowed fifteen lines of type per 
year free. The next five lines are one dol- 
lar; each additional five lines thereafter are 
seventy-five cents. 


A , University Library, Bethlehem, Pa., 
Haw Seavoy Leach, librarian, offers for sale: 
Néw* York “Tames, complete run for World War 
II, newsprittedition, bound. Sept. 1, 1939- 
Aug. 31, 1946°% $400; f.o.b.; crated; apply 
direct. _ SS 

Napa County Free Library, Napa, Calif., 
Evalyn Peat, librarian, offers for cost of trans- 
portation: Randall, Henry S., The Life of 
Thomas4efferson, ©1857. 3v. 

Adriance Memorial Library, Poughkeepsie, 
N.Y., Meredith Bloss, librarian, offers at $1 per 
volume plus transportation the following bound 
magazines, all in good to fair condition: Cen- 
tury, vols. 23-60, 62; 1881-1901; Cosmopolitan, 
vols. 7-27, 30; 1889-99, 1901; Harper's, vols. 


1-33, 35-36, 38-41, 43-50, 57-107; 1850-1903; 
Knickerbocker, vols. 10-44; 1837-54; McClure’s, 
vols. 10-12, 14-15, 17, 19-20; 1890-1903; 
Munsey’s, vols. 19-20, 22-30; 1898-1904; Re- 
view of Reviews, vols. 6-11, 14-16, 24, 30-31; 
1892-1905; Scribner’s, vols. 1-10, 12-16, 18-19, 
21, 23-24, 26, 28, 31-33; 1887-1903; Scribner’s 
Monthly, vols. 1-2, 4-18; 1871-81. 

Washington Parish Library, Franklinton, La., 
Helen Dykes, librarian; wants the Cumulative 
Book Index, 1928-82, quote price. 

Newsweek (Library), 152 W. 42nd. St., New 
York City 18; Donald O. Hotaling, chief li- 
brarian; offers to highest bidder: New York 
Times, May 1, 1928-Feb. 15, 1948, newsprint 
edition, bound, excellent condition. 

The Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. Library, 
Akron, Ohio, Verna Neal, librarian, has avail- 
able copies of World’s Struggle with Rubber, 
by James Cooper Lawrence, Harper, 1931, which 
may be secured upon request. 

University of Minnesota, E. W. McDiarmid, 
librarian, wants S. R. Ranganathan’s Dictionary 
Catalog Code, Classified Catalog Code. 





FOR YOUR FILM LIBRARY 


Pil Gt RU a 


Témm SOUND MOTION PICTURE PROJECTOR 











Installation of 16mm film divisions in 
today’s libraries has opened a magnificent 
new world of learning to an eager audi- 
ence. Victor—with its 38 years of experi- 
ence and leadership—now brings to li- 
braries a new, invaluable versatility to 
J meet this ever-increasing 16mm _ enthu- 

Me siasm. It’s the Victor Lite-Weight — 
portable, compact and easily operated— 
with a choice of three interchangeable speakers to fit 
every audience requirement. The Victor Lite-Weight 
always assures top performance anywhere . . . anytime. 











case when carrying. 


carrying. 
a aul} 


bination for extra volume. 


... and for your Record Library 


THE 


The Ultimate in Dual Speed 
NEW 


Record Players—plays standard 
10 and 12 inch discs at 78 R.P.M., 
plus transcriptions up to.and including 
16 inches, recorded at 33-!/, R.P.M. Outstanding 
features include G. E. Variable Reluctance Pickup 
and FM Input, both ayailable only with Sonomaster. 


Write Today for Victor Booklet —‘'Where io Get Films 
and Film Information’’ 


WORLD'S LARGEST SERVICE ORGANIZATION 


hit.“ batiniloyrifle Cupurulio 


A Division of Curtiss-Wright Corporation 


Dept. LA-15, Home Office and Factory: Davenport, lowa 
New York @ Chicago ® Distributors Throughout the World 


Tell Them You Saw Their Advertisement in the A.L.A. Bulletin 



















Shown above, the Victor Light-Weight with six- 
inch speaker is specifically designed for 
groups. Ingenious design provides plug-in speaker 
right on projector when operating — snaps inside 


The Victor Lite-Weight with nine-inch speaker is 
extremely popular — for here i 
portability to accommodate up to medium large 
groups. Speaker fits on top of projector for easy 


is single-unit 


For large audiences, here is the Victor Lite-Weight 
and 12-inch speaker —a matching two-case com- 














ALA. NEWS 


———_ 


Vote on Constitutional Amendment 


The membership vote on the proposed 
amendment to the Constitution Article XII, 
Section 1 (ALA Bulletin 42: p. 328, July- 
Aug. 1948), changing the method of amend- 
ing the A.L.A. Constitution, was closed and 
counted on September 30. The votes re- 
corded were 104 for and 8 against adoption. 


Gift Subscription 


Carl Murchison, editor, Journal Press, in 
February 1948, proposed that A.L.A. ac- 
cept a gift from him of $2100 worth of 
subscriptions for 1948 to: Journal of Gene- 
tic Psychology, Genetic Psychology Mono- 
graphs, Journal of General Psychology, 
Journal of Social Psychology, Journal of 


Psychology. 
The A.L.A. International Relations Board 
gratefully accepted these subscriptions. 


The International Relations Office drew up 
a list of libraries for consideration. After 
consultation with Mr. Murchison, Charles 
H. Brown, and several other people, thirty 
libraries in various parts of the world were 
notified that they would receive subscrip- 
tions to these five journals. 

Mr. Murchison plans to continue the gifts 
in future years and a receipt must be sent 
to him annually so long as he continues the 
subscriptions. 


Rockefeller Grant 


In June 1948, the Rockefeller Foundation 
asked the International Relations Office 
about the feasibility of its compiling a list 
of approximately 100 suitable libraries 
abroad to which might be sent subscriptions 
to: American Slavic and East European Re- 
view, Books Abroad, Kenyon Review, Paci- 
fic Spectator, Partisan Review, Russian 
Review, Sewanee Review. 

The I.R.O. was enthusiastic about the 
project and received permission from the 
A.L.A. Executive Board and the I.R.B. to 
accept a $3000 grant from the Rockefeller 
Foundation for the purchase and distribu- 
tion of these reviews. 

After consultation with numerous experts, 
a list of 100 libraries was chosen for each 


MIDWINTER CONFERENCE 
JANUARY 20-23 


of the seven reviews. The list necessarily 
varied so that there would be no duplica- 
tion of any libraries at that time already 
on the subscription lists. 

Under this project, therefore, 142 foreign 
libraries received from one to seven one- 
year subscriptions to these journals. About 
70 libraries received all seven periodicals. 
Lists of recipient libraries are on file in the 
Division of Humanities, Rockefeller Foun- 
dation, and the I.R.O. in Washington, D.C. 


Future A.L.A. Conferences 


The A.L.A. annual conference for 1950 
will be held in Washington, D.C., October 
29-November 4. It is expected that A.L.A. 
will participate in the 150th anniversary of 
Library of Congress. The 1951 conference 
is being planned for Chicago, possibly 
some time in July. This will be the 75th 
celebration of the Association. 


Mountain-Plains Library Association 


A Mountain-Plains Library Association 
was created by 217 librarians assembled in 
Estes Park, August 29-31, at the first Moun- 
tain-Plains Library Conference. The new 
regional association was voted into existence 
at the first general session on August 29, 
and committees on constitutional structure 
and nomination of officers went to work and 
presented reports at the final general session 
August 31. At the latter meeting the struc- 
ture of the new organization was outlined 
and the following officers were elected: 
president, Ralph T. Esterquest, University 
of Denver; vice president, Mrs. Ruth V. 
Tyler, Salt Lake County Library, Midvale, 
Utah; secretary, Hail Fischer, University of 
Wyoming Library, Laramie; treasurer, Mrs. 
Charles Hall, trustee, Public Library, 
Hutchinson, Kan. 

The new regional library association will 
support and assist the Planning Committee 
of the regional A.L.A. conference to be 
held in the Mountain-Plains area in 1949. 
The circumstance of creation of the new 
association and the 1949 A.L.A. experi- 
mental regional conference plans occurring 
during the same period has resulted in 
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THE 
LAZY 


BEAVER 
By 
Vernon Bowen 


Pictures by 
Jim Davis 


A little beaver with a quirk—against 
work—romps through the pages of this 
picture book. The surprise ending is 
one that will delight rebellious hearts 
of all ages. Pictures in color. Ages 4 
to 8. $2.00 


JOBS 
THAT TAKE 
YOU PLACES 


By 
Joseph Leeming 





Here is a real magic carpet for those 
who want to do more than just dream 
This 


definite and practical information on 


of travel. handbook contains 
how to obtain a job in foreign coun- 
tries. It is a complete and frank survey 
of openings all over the world with 
authoritative and sensible advice on 
how to make the most of them. Teen 
ages. $3.00 


DAVID McKAY COMPANY 


PHILADELPHIA 6, PA. 





| much confusion in the minds of librarians 


in the region and every effort is being made 
to clarify the situation by pointing out the 
relationships. The new Mountain-Plains 
Library Association is an independent grass- 
roots organization created by the librarians 
of the Mountain-Plains region. It has no 
official relationship or affiliation with the 


| A.L.A. conference to be held in this area 


in 1949. Because the A.L.A. meeting will 
be attended by many librarians in this re- 
gion, it is possible that the new regional 
association will not hold a separate confer- 
ence in 1949. This does not mean, how- 
ever, that it is merging or submerging itself 
in any way with the A.L.A. regional con- 
ference organization. 


A.L.A. Employment Register 


The first lists of A.L.A. members availa- 
ble for library positions were completed 
October 4. The lists are in four minimum 
salary ranges as follows: 


Below $3000 ........ 35 names 
$3000—$3500 ........ 48 names 
$3500—$4000 ........ 33 names 
$4000 and above ...... 62 names 


The Employment Register lists are for 
the exclusive and confidential use of library 
administrators. When an administrator re- 
ports a vacancy in his library he should state 


| the annual salary so that the appropriate 


| 


list can be sent to him. Brief information 
about each librarian listed will enable the 
employer to obtain further information 
about those who appear to be qualified for 
the position in his library. 

Supplementary lists will be compiled 
from time to time to include names of 
A.L.A. members who request the entry of 
their names. The supplements will also give 
directions for deleting from the first lists the 
names of librarians who have accepted 
new positions in the meantime. 


Pre-Conference Workshop for Librar- 
ians and Sociologists 


Recent developments in cooperative re- 


| lations between librarians and _ sociologists 


| 


will be discussed at a second workshop 
program sponsored by the Joint Committee 
of the American Library Association and the 
Rural Sociological Society. The program, 
which includes a morning, an afternoon and 
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session, will be held at the 


an evening 
Congress Hotel on Mond: ry, Dec. 27, 1948, 
immediately prior to the meetings ‘of the 
Rural Sociological Society and of the Ameri- 
can Sociological Society in Chicago. 
Don Phillips, assistant director, Continu- 


ing Education Service, and head, Adult 
Education Department, Michigan State Col- 
lege, will act as moderator and chairman for 
the Workshop. Dr. Floyd Reeves, head, 
Department of Education, University of 
Chicago, will participate in the day’s dis- 
cussion and will present an evaluation and 
summary at its conclusion. Dr. Reeves is 
well known nationally for the variety and 
significance of his contribution in the field 
of education. Both librarians and sociolo- 
gists are being invited to participate in the 
W orkshop. 

An advance registration is desired. 
Please send $1.00 registration fee to Edgar 
A. Schule . 120 Morril Hall, Michigan State 
College, East Lansing. 


New Legislative Manual 

An important and timely addition to li- 
brary literature is Mrs. Beatrice Sawyer 
Rossell’s Working with a Legislature, which 
will be publishe d by A.L. = on November 
15, price $1.90. Out of her own experience 
and from information gathered from librar- 
ians throughout the country, Mrs. Rossell 
summarizes clearly and forcefully what to 
do and what not to do to secure successful 
legislation. In the legislative year im- 
mediately ahead librarians should find Mrs. 
Rossell’s book as helpful as the older publi- 
cation by Carl Vitz, which it replaces. 

Mrs. Rossell, director, Education Service, 
Quarrie Corporation, Chicago, was formerly 
editor, A.L.A. Bulletin. 


Staff Changes 


On October 15, Mrs. Margaret R. Post 
resigned as A.L.A. Bulletin editor to join her 
husband in Seattle, Wash. M. Alice Dunlap 
was named editor, and transferred from the 
Publishing Department October 25. She 
was formerly sales and advertising assistant. 

A. L. Remley left his position as advertis- 
ing and exhibits manager on October 15, to 
heseme librarian of the R. R. Donnelley and 
Sons Co., C hicago. 

Mrs, Margaret Hunton, editorial assistant, 
Publishing, also resigned on the fifteenth, to 


become librarian, State Teachers College 
Library, Bowie, Md., and her position has 
been filled by Mrs. Ellen Lewin, formerly 
editorial assistant, Rand Mc Nally Co. 


Proceedings Available 

Proceedings of the Library Legislation In- 
stitute, held June 10-12, 1948, at New Bruns- 
wick, N.J., will be mailed free of charge to 
those who attended the Institute. Others 


may obtain them from A.L.A. Publishing 
De pt., 50 E. Huron St., Chicago 11, for $1.00 
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YOU CAN’T RUN A THEATRE ON 
GUESS WORK!!! 


get the latest and only book on 


How to Manage A Theatre 


endorsed by theatre and film executives 


Buying and booking of pictures—how to build 
up poor nights—how to improve your theatre 
and your business—how to buy or build thea- 
tres with limited finances—picture projection 


and sound, 
cr = S200 Pons 
Order Today 
SAM CARVER 


15 West Grand Ave., Highland Park 3, 











Mich. 


Kadiaut 
WHITE INK 


The perfect white ink for clear, 
sharp lettering, available in two 
sizes, with a substantial saving on 
large quantities. 


Bottles 
1 3 6 12 
No. 399-1 
(i os.j... @e 105 146 ae 
No. 399-2 


(2 0z.)--. 60c 1.50 2.70 4.95 


If you haven't our catalog, write 
for a free copy today! 


COT me SOCAL me 
WALLACE AND GREEN STS. NEW HAVEN JNN 








At Your Service... 


McClurg’s, with over half a century of spe- 


cialized library service, is equipped to serve you 
well! Our staff is skilled in the handling of 
Library, School and College book orders. 


We welcome your patronage . . . and the op- 


portunity to serve you. 


333 E. Ontario St. 
A.C. MeClurg & Co. Chicago 11, Illinois 


“Serving Librarians Is Our Business” 








Fart, cary way 
to protect your pamphlets PAMPHLET 
P- BINDERS 









You simply moisten the 
gummed strip and insert the 
pamphlet. That's all the time and 
effort it takes to protect your pamphlets 
against handling and mutilation. 
Binders can be marked for shelving; 
they will hold pockets and date slips for 
pamphlets or magazines to be circulated. | 
Gaylord Binders are made in 12 
different sizes and 4 cover stocks. NEW 
type Photomount now available. | 





SEND TODAY for new informative booklet on pamphlet 
binding available soon. You will receive also further informa- 
tion on size, color, stock and price of Binders. 


SB Syracuse,N.Y. Stockton, Calif. 
76 INC. Makers of Better Library Supplies 
Est. 1896 


Tell Them You Saw Their Advertisement in the A.L.A. Bulletin 











PICKUPS 


Microfilm Congressional Record 


A 35mm. microfilm edition of all issues of 
the Congressional Record since 1873 will 
soon be available. Cost will be $4 per 1000 
pages of the record. New issues of the rec- 
ord will be brought out in microfilm form 
at the end of each Congressional session, and 
will be available on a subscription basis. For 
additional information, write the American 
Council on Public Affairs, 2153 Florida Ave., 
Washington, D.C. 


Young Readers’ Choice Award 1948 


The ninth annual Young Readers’ Choice 
Award was given to Walter Farley on Sep- 
tember 9 for his Black Stallion Returns 
(Random, 1945). The award is the un- 
restricted choice of the boys and girls of 
Montana, Idaho, Washington, Oregon, and 
British Columbia, Canada. Books eligible 
this year were published in 1944 and 1945. 


Observe Children’s Book Week 


The twenty-ninth annual observance of 
Children’s Book Week will be celebrated 
November 14-20. Many communities are 
holding Book Fairs, and the successful New 
York Fair of last year is being repeated at 
the American Museum of Natural History 
in New York, November 19-22. A free 
manual listing prices of posters and pub- 
licity aids, may be obtained from the Child- 
ren’s Book Council, 62 W. 45th St., New 
York 19, N.Y. 


Reprints Available 

Copies of the reprint “Outstanding Edu- 
cational Books of 1947,” from the NEA 
Journal, May 1948, may be obtained at 
cost from the Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
Baltimore, Md. 


Copies of Report Available 

Copies of the report of the Chicago meet- 
ing of the Cooperative Committee on Li- 
brary Building Plans, 1947, are available at 
$2 per copy from Louis Kaplan, secretary, 
Library of the University of Wisconsin, 


BRIEF NEWS OF 
GENERAL INTEREST 


Madison. A few copies of the North Caro- 
lina, Orange, and Second Princeton meet- 
ings are still available at $1 each. Reports 
include floor plans. 


New Trend in Library Furniture 


Officially announcing “the new TREND 
in Functional Library Furniture” at the 67th 
annual conference of the American Library 
Association last June, Library Bureau of 
Remington Rand exhibited a new line of 
library furniture styled for function as well 
as for appearance. 

Librarians who were unable to attend 
the Atlantic City Conference will be inter- 
ested in the new design in which estab- 
lished standards and dimensions have been 
maintained. The height of shelving con- 
forms to existing specifications, and shelves 
are built to intermember and afford uni- 
formity as supplementary shelves are added. 
Typical of the improvements is the splinter- 
resistant Densi-Wood construction of up- 
rights for the 60-tray catalog case. 

Included in the comprehensive new line 
is the Wesleyan book truck, designed by 
Fremont Rider, Wesleyan University, Mid- 
dletown, Conn. The awkward task of re- 
versing the truck to gain access to books on 
the “other side” is eliminated by the Wes- 
leyan book truck which also facilitates 
working in narrow aisles. 

The new TREND is executed in hard- 
woods and produced in both light and dark 


finishes. It incorporates features required 
by library experts. Rounded corners, flush 
construction and freedom from _ dust- 


catchers make maintenance easy and reduce 
the splintering hazard to a marked degree. 


Canadian National Library 


The Dominion of Canada has taken the 
first step toward establishment of a national 
library, through the appointment of Dr. 
William Kaye Lamb, Vancouver, as Do- 
minion Archivist. Dr. Lamb has the special 
assignment of preparing the way for estab- 
lishment of a national library for Canada, 
in Ottawa. 
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_ Just published! 


OUR NEW 
NATIONAL 
LABOR POLICY 
{ @ The Taft-Hartley Act 
-» ~§~—s and the Next Steps 


- by Congressman 


FRED A. HARTLEY, Jr. 


With an introduction 
by Senator Robert A. Tatt 





HE man most responsible 
for the development of our 
new national labor policy makes 
his frank, revealing report to 
the nation. Included is the text 
of the Act itself. $2.85 


STANDARD 
USINESS-CONFERENCE : 
TECHNIQUE 


by Carl Heyel 
Ass’t to the president, 
Lehn & Fink Products Corporation 


Written for the business executive, 
both staff and line, this book gives 136 
tested rules covering actual prepara- 
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tion, conduct and follow-up of a <; 
- successful business-conference. $2. OF 


fe HOW TO REDUCE % 
a DISTRIBUTION COSTS : 
b by Richard D. Crisp . 
<. Director of Market Research, e 
*. Tatham-Laird, Inc. e 
on A positive program for distribution- J 


a cost-reduction. Shows how market- 
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accurate tools for measuring and in- 
o Speewren sales effectiveness. 
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$5.00 ¢ 


FUNK & WAGNALLS COMPANY 


153 East 24th St., New York 10 








Outstanding Savings 
me 000) 6 ee 


320-page 


Ra TS 






25,000 books of all pub- 
lishers are listed in our 
54th Annual Bargain Cata- 


log. Includes books on all 

subjects for all grades...in LIBERAL 
sturdy, full-size, attractive DISCOUNTS 
bindings. Fresh stock. Over to Schools and 
a million teachers, librari- Libraries 


ans, supervisors, and indi- 

viduals have utilized our service since 1895 
Send today for our 1949 illustrated catalog, 
Bargains in Books. 


THE BOOK SUPPLY COMPANY, Dept. 169 
564-566 West Monroe Street, Chicago 6, Illinois 


LETH-0-CREME 


Preserves Leather Bookbindings 
LETH-O-CREME—especially prepared by 
an experienced library binder—helps keep 
leather soft and pliable and prolong the 
life of even the finest leather bindings. 
Effectively and economically used by lead- 
ing Public and Private Librarians. 

Introductory Size—$1 
8 Oz. Size—$4—16 Oz. Size $6.50 
(Postpaid or C.0.D. plus charges) 
LETH-O-CREME SALES 


1170 Sheepshead Bay Rd. 
Brooklyn 29, N.Y. 
















|| PLASTI-KLEER 
ProtectiveBook Jacket Covers 


| Increase Circulation 
Save Money 


\ Sizes for all books. Cost only 54%4¢ 
and up depending on size and quan- 
tity. Send for free sample and see 
why, after 10 years’ successful use. 
Plasti-Kleer Book Jacket Covers are 
the largest selling protective covers 

on the market. 


NEW—Plasti-Kleer Protective Cov- 
ers are now available for fine bind- 
without jackets, magazines, 
pamphlets, pictures, and documents. 
Send for samples. 


LIBRARY 
SERVICE 


66 E. Alpine Street 
Newark 5, N.J. 


ings 


Tell Them You Saw Their Advertisement in the A.L.A. Bulletin 












POSITIONS 


Positions Wanted 


Cataloging position wanted in the Chicago lo- 
cality. Minimum salary: $2400. B98. 


Librarian, male, married, 15 years routine, 
promotional, supervisory public and college li- 
brary experience, available 1949. Min. salary 
approx. $3800. B95. 


Experienced woman wants salary commensu- 
rate with her experience and ability in compari- 
son with what this year’s graduates are making. 
Librarian or head cat: iloger, college or univer- 
sity. B101. 


Librarian 20 years experience in university 
work wishes to make a change. Location de- 
sired Middlewest, Southwest, or Virginia. B102. 


Positions Open 


Wanted: Head librarian, salary $3000-$3200 
depending on qualifications and experience. 
University town, pop. 14,000, no trained assist- 
ants, 40-hour week, one month vacation with 
pay after year’s service. B99. 


Cataloger-reference librarian. Library of 
25,000 volumes, city of 15,000 population; 40- 
hour week; salary $2400. Apply librarian, Pub- 
lic Library, Coral Gables 34, Fla. 


Wanted: A county librarian for an agricultural 
county now establishing permanent county li- 
brary as result of demonstration conducted by 
state library commission. Probably will dev elop 
into regional position. Beginning salary, $2400. 
Apply West Virginia Library Commission, Mor- 
gantown. 


Wanted: Experienced general library assistant 
for progressive university in Pacific Northwest. 
Thorough knowledge all departments university 
library required; administrative ability a pre- 
requisite; possibility for advancement; salary 
commensurate with experience. Give complete 
background; send photo. B100. 


LIBRARIAN vacancies in Children’s and 
Adult work. Must have B.L.S. degree from an ac- 
credited school. Experience not essential. 
Salary: $3428-$4018. Apply to Civil Service 
Board, City Hall, Dearborn, Mich. 


Sacramento City Libr: iry has openings in refer- 
ence, fiction, circulation, and branch work, for 


Notices by A.L.A. personal or institutional members will be inserted for a charge of fifty cents a line; 
Personal members may advertise for positions for themselves; 
tenth of month preceding publication. 


lar and a half. 
staff positions. 
Bulletin office. 


Deadline: 


graduates of accredited library schools. Be- 
ginning salary $2640. Annual increases to maxi- 
mum of $3168. Address Mrs. Grace Taylor 
Dean, librarian, City Library, Sacramento 14, 
Calif. 

The DETROIT PUBLIC LIBRARY has open- 
ings in cataloging, children’s work, branch work, 


and reference work for graduates of accredited 
library schools. Beginning salary for junior li- 


brarians $2891: for seniors $3223. Five _ 
week; four weeks vacation; cumulative sic 
leave; retirement system. Apply Personnel 


Office, Public Library, Detroit 2, Mich. 
SANTA BARBARA COLLEGE, University of 


California, openings, December 1, in charge of 
acquisitions program, and October 1, as refer- 
ence assistant (education subject field preferred). 
Write college librarian for more information, in- 
dicating training and experience. 


Librarian for group work and film service; ex- 
perience in public —s desirable. Age 
preferably under 50. Salary dependent upon ex- 
perience. Apply Library, Library Association of 
Portland, Portland, Ore. 


Wanted: Reference librarian. Graduate of an 
accredited library school, with library experi- 
ence. Under forty-five. Salary $2700. Forty 
hour week. Write librarian, Public Library, 
Central & Jefferson Sts., Springfield 2, Mo. 


Pacific Northwest University library has open- 
ing for library science teacher (6 semester 
hours) and special assignments in library. A.B. 
degree and B.S. in L.S., school library experi- 
ence, and some teaching experience a prerequi- 
site. Salary $300 a month. B103. 


Clark University Library, Worcester 3, Mass., 


seeks circulation ibeartan $2500; classifier 
$3000. Possible advancement. State qualifica- 
tions. 


General assistant, also children’s librarian, 
both library school graduates, for a Long 
Island village, thirty minutes from New York 
City. Five day week; three weeks vacation. 
Salary open. B104. 


Two positions: Assistant cataloger, order li- 
brarian. New England College Library Salary 
$2700. Library school graduates. W rite giving 
references. B105. 


minimum one dol- 
institutional members may advertise to fill 
Payment should not be made until statement is sent from the 








The CHRISTIAN HOME 


America’s Finest 
Parents” Magazine 


A colorful 64-page monthly periodical, understandingly edited for parents of 
children from infancy through the turbulent teens. 


THE CHRISTIAN HOME carries articles and stories for general reading, as 
well as specific helps for parents in solving behavior problems of their children. 
It gives suggestions for building character, for creating good reading habits, for 


planning recreation and study, and for developing right attitudes toward play- 
mates, the community, and the church. 


THE CHRISTIAN HOME is an effective tool for implementing the work of 


supervisors of children’s activities and all others who work with family situations. 
It should be available at every library. 


Subscription price, $1.50 per year. 
Sample copy FREE upon request. 


THE GRADED PRESS 


810 Broadway Nashville 2, Tenn. 


“..- AND IT SERVES 
ALL OUR PEOPLE” 


an excerpt from: 


YOU and the CONSTITUTION 
of the UNITED STATES 


by Paul Witty and Julilly Kohler 
illustrated by Lois Fisher 


Fascinating story of the Constitution in pictures. 
Includes full text of Constitution. For all ages 
over9 ¢ 2colors. * Cloth -¢ $1.50 


OTHER 1948 TITLES—ILLUSTRATED IN 4 COLORS: $1.00 


% SLIP, the Story of a Little Fox. . . the enchantment of the woods 
* NUMBER MEN . . . co gay approach to teaching children numbers 
* TALL-ENOUGH TOMMY. . . easy to read ge &, 
= * 
ALL TITLES AVAILABLE IN SPECIAL LIBRARY BINDINGS. a < 
WRITE FOR COLORFUL BROCHURE AND PRICE LIST. Be = 
“Mp oe 


Childrens Press, Inc. THROOP & MONROE STS., CHICAGO 7 


Tell Them You Saw Their Advertisement in the A.L.A. Bulletin 
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New in October n UIUYIEETSUROCEE Araneae TTA 


The Librarian and the Teacher 
in General Education 


A Report of Library-Instructional Activities at Stephens College. By B. 
Lamar Johnson, Eloise Lindstrom, and others. 

Describes the liaison at Stephens College between library and teaching staffs 
in the general educational program in effect since 1932. The success of the 
plan is evidenced by the report that student reading has increased threefold. 

In Vitalizing a College Library (1939, A.L.A., $2.00) Dean Johnson described 
the setup and the over-all program at Stephens. The present book covers in 
greater detail specific projects and actual experience in the integration of the 
library with instruction in various subject areas. 


1948 69p. Cloth $2.00 


The Public Library Plans for the Teen Age 


Blueprints possibilities for specialized public library service to young people, 


= and shows how the public library enriches and reinforces school library service. 
= Supplements A National Plan for Public Library Service. In the appendix the 
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principles which have been presented are developed and illustrated by means 
of readable and informative papers. These papers, written by librarians who have 
had a great deal of valuable experience, offer a wealth of suggestions. 

Planning for Libraries Series No. 7. Prepared by the Committee on Post-War 
Planning of the A.L.A. Division of Libraries for Children and Young People 
and its section, The Young People’s Reading Round Table. Mabel Williams, 
Chairman. 


1948 110p. $1.75 


Books for Catholic Colleges 


A supplement to Shaw’s List of Books for College Libraries. A valuable 
checklist for Catholic colleges whose specialized curriculum requires a large 
group of books not listed in Shaw’s book. The more than 1500 entries will be 
useful to librarians in surveying their collections and in purchasing new titles. 
Entries in the Shaw list have not been duplicated, and the book is not restricted 
to Catholic authors. L.C. card numbers and prices are included, and out-of-print 
titles have been noted where possible. 


Compiled under the auspices of the Catholic Library Association by Sister 
Melania Grace, S.C., and Gilbert C. Peterson, S.J. 


1948 134p. Planographed $3.75 
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YOUR BICYCLE 


by Steve Kraynick 

The bicycle handbook which will be in demand 
by every bicycle owner. A practical treatment of 
bicycles illustrated in full detail. 

General advice on care and upkeep, cautions for 
avoiding trouble, how to make adjustments and re- 
placements. 

Indexed, Kromekote cover, 53%4 x 8!/2 in., 128 
pages, $1.25. 

Order through your dealer or direct, 428 Duroc Bidg. 


THE MANUAL ARTS PRESS 
BALE Nels 
and HARD-TO-FIND 


0 U T-0 F-P R | N T books supplied. Also 


incomplete sets completed, genealogies and town 
histories, periodical back numbers, etc. All subjects, 
all languages. Send us your list of book-wants—no 
obligation. We report quickly. Lowest prices. 


(We also supply all current books at publishers’ 


prices postpaid less library discount.) 


AMERICAN LIBRARY SERVICE 
117 West 48th St., Dept. A., New York 19, N.Y. 
P.S. We also buy books and magazines. Send us your list. 


N.B. We would appreciate if Librarians will kindly refer 
individuals seeking out of print books to our corviee. | 
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Select books 
from our FREE 
48-page cata- 
log and supple- 
mentary lists. 
More than 50,- 
000 titles. 

TO SELL — send us 
list of any books you 
may have for sale or 
exchange. 











BUY + SELL 
NEW-— USED 
TEXT and REFERENCE 


Many Out-of-Print Titles In Stock 


¢ 
7 S COLLEGE BOOK CO. 









COLUMBUS 1, OHIO 



















Now! 
Working with a 
Legislature 


By Beatrice Sawyer Rossell 


A brief guide for librarians and lay- 
men who are working on the passage 
of a bill or on a legislative campaign. 
Particularly timely since 1949 is a legis- 
lative year. Librarians planning state 
programs will find a great deal of 
practical advice, based on wide ex- 
perience. 


Tells how to go about securing the 
passage of a good bill. Also gives 
pointers on what to do, and what to 
avoid doing, in order to see a bill be- 
come law. With the exception of the 
last chapter, only state legislation is 
considered. 


Mrs. Rossell, whose personal experi- 
ence in connection with library legis- 
lation covers a period of more than 
ten years in Illinois, has also drawn 
upon the experience of leaders in many 
states in setting forth basic policies 
and procedures that are widely ap- 
plicable. 


Working with a Legislature will aid 
inexperienced librarians and _ library 
trustees, as well as provide a quick re- 
view for the more experienced. 


$1.90 


AMERICAN LIBRARY 


ASSOCIATION 
50 East Huron 
Chicago I], Illinois 
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Dr. J. Ralph McGaughy 


Professor Emeritus of Education, 
Columbia University, 


Teachers College, 
and Editor-in-Chief, 


Says: 





THE NEW WONDER WORLD 


Attracts and holds the child’s interest 


tures are selection and unity. 

SELECTION of those subjects most directly 
applicable to the needs of children. 

UNITY through the use of a topical, de- 
partmental arrangement. 

This plan makes it possible to present mate- 
rial in more complete and attractive form. 
Children turn to New Wonder World for en- 
tertainment as well as school reference mate- 


deriving much greater educational 


with it, 
with conventional 


benefit than is possible 
reference sets. 

NEW WONDER WORLD — AN IDEAL HOME SET 
Parents acclaim New Wonder World because 
their children really use it—for pleasure 
reading as well as reference. 

Parents and teachers report this full use in 
the home gives the child an exceptionally 
complete fund of knowledge, often in advance 


rial and, therefore, spend many more hours of school requirements. 


Parents will ask your opinion of The New Wonder World. Be prepared 
to answer intelligently. Full information mailed on — Write to: 


me 
“s 
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Mystik Tape 


Makes Quicker, Easier, Cleaner, Cheaper 


Book Repairs 


@ Harried librarians, short of experienced help, can save time, use untrained help, make 
quick, easy, good-looking, long-lasting book repairs with this marvelous pressure-sensitive, 


self-adhering cloth tape . . . MYSTIK TAPE. 


There's no fuss or muss; no clean-up or wash-up; no dirty hands or soiled clothes, 
when you use handy MYSTIK TAPE. 


Convenient rolls of Mystik Tape come in widths from 
34," to 4 inches . . . three-inch width is best for most 


‘ Librarians 
- library work. 


jate our prom” 
service 


set to 







We 
@ They appreste 
romp 

one Colors to match most book bindings . . . Green, 


Brown, Blue, Red, Wine, White and Black! 


ALEXANDER-STAFFORD Corp. 


| lonia Avenue, N.W., Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 


Suit their slim 
Let us send yo 
—"Service tk 
with _ . E 
Tape. ‘5. te FR E 
you, 


u our folder 
Librarians 
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“College and 
Research libraries” 


College and Research Libraries, the official journal of the Association 
of College and Reference Libraries, a division of the ALA, is the 
only library periodical specifically and primarily designed to meet 
the needs of college, university, and reference librarians. It includes 
general articles, official reports, addresses of conference speakers, re- 
views of selected books, and news from the field of wide professional 
interest. 


If you are an ACRL member, the subscription price is $3 per year. To 
nonmembers the price is $4 per year. 
PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 
Lewis C. Branscomb, Chairman 
Mary N. Barton Margaret M. Field 
Richard H. Logsdon Guy R. Lyle 
B. Lamar Johnson Katharine M. Stokes 
Maurice F. Tauber Lawrence S. Thompson 
EDITORIAL STAFF 
Maurice F. Tauber, Editor 
CS SONLLER cada eh ae Ralph E. Ellsworth 
RSs. gs GNC4s Oe aes eee Jens Nyholm 
Steen sa 6b 0s eka a nae John H. Berthel 
iii wcansiadhn nee Byron C. Hopkins 
I catia 5 od aiacamatecy ain dei Robert B. Downs 
Vow: W hile this is fresh on your mind, mail your subscrip- 
tion to the American Library Association, 50 E. Huron St., 


Chicago, Ill. 
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SNEAD & COMPAN 


ORANGE 
VIRGINIA 


Angus Snead MacDonald Corp. 


Our suPPLY of materials has improved and we have been 
able to deliver Snead Steel Library Bookstacks without 


protracted delay. 


We solicit inquiries for the complete library book- 


stack. sinele or multi-tier. steel. marble or concrete decks. 


stairs, elevators, automatic book conveyors and acces- 


sories erected in place. 


THE SNEAD SYSTEM 


One Contract=One Responsibility 


Among contracts completed during the last six months or now being manu- 


factured are: 


GusTAVUS ADOLPHUS COLLEGE 


University OF British COLUMBIA 


Iowa STATE COLLEGE 


PRINCETON Univ. (Automatic Book Conveyor) 


HarpIn-SimMons Univ. (Louverall Lighting) 


LE Moyne COLLEGE 


Univ. oF CALIFORNIA 


St. Paut Pusiic LIBRARY 

University oF New Mexico 

UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 

LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARY 

Univ. oF Minnesota (Automatic Book Conveyor) 


Texas LUTHERAN COLLEGE 


St. Peter. Minnesota 
Vancouver, Canada 
Ames, lowa 
Princeton, N.J. 
Abilene, Texas 
Syracuse, N.Y. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
Albuquerque, N.M. 
Edmonton, Canada 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
Victoria, Canada 
St. Paul, Minn. 


Seguin, Texas 


SNEAD & COMPANY + ORANGE VA. 
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World Book Encyclopedia 


... because 9 out of 10 families report their 
children advance more rapidly with 


THE WORLD BOOK 


In a recent survey, parents all over the completely new World Book is finer than 


United States were asked whether their 
children had benefited from having The 
World Book. 88% said “Yes”—nearly 9 
out of 10! They reported their children 
advanced more rapidly, got better grades, 
were more interested in school work. 

Now you can recommend The World 
Book with even greater confidence. For the 
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ever before in its 30-year history. Not 
merely a revision—it has been completely 
rebuilt from cover to cover. New page for- 
mat and size; new, easy-to-read type; new 
printing plates throughout; new articles and 
pictures; new and larger maps; new beau- 
tiful, durable bindings. World Book Ency- 
clopedia, 35 E. Wacker Dr., Chicago 1, III. 
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CREM Pe Produced at a cost of more than $2,000,000! 
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MIDWINTER CONFERENCE @¢ CHICAGO ¢, JANUARY 20-23 
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: SEND COUPON TODAY 

FOR YOUR BOOKLET .. 
| ON PHOTOCHARGING 








For Your 


Bookmobile 


@ Bookmobiles and borrowers alike benefit 
when you use the Library Bureau Photo- 
charging System to save time and space. 

With Photocharging, a book is ready for 
lenaing the very instant it is returned to the 
desk ... Your borrowers need not wait! 

More important, Photocharging cuts record- 
handling time by 50%, requires so little 
space you have room for many extra volumes. 

Photocharging eliminates the need for Slip 
ping of Books, Filing of Book Cards, and 
Numerical Registration. You have all data on 
one, easy-to-read paper, photo-record (shown 
full size above) that needs no viewer! 

[he record tells you the name of the book, 
the name and address of the borrower, the 


date the book was charged, and the date it 
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PHOTOCHARGING Saves Time and Spac 





was due. Thus you “find” all 
overdue books with a minimum of time and 
effort. 

Too, the Photocharger cannot make an 
error, and is so simple to operate no special 
training is needed. It is the new, ideal charg- 
ing Ss) stem tor bookmobiles. 

See how Photocharging can help you. Just 
send us the coupon below for your free book- 


let. Why not send it now? 


Copyright 1948, Remington Rand Ine, 


LIBRARY BUREAU 
BOOKMOBILE DEPT. 
315 FOURTH AVE. 
NEW YORK 10,N.Y. 
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CB-ORIGINATOR OF SPECIALIZED LIBRARY EQUIPMENT 


Tell Them You Saw Their Advertisement in the A.L.A Bulletin 
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Reniagion Rand 


Send me, without obligation, your booklet on the Photocharger System. 
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Announcing 
A New Bookmobile 


by 





New layouts and specifications gathered from some 10 years of experi- 
ence are about ready for distribution to those contemplating the purchase 


of a traveling library. 


Convenient shelving, adequate 


a” ventilation, two types of lighting, oi” 


\ comfortable heating; these and a 


I 

i 

I 

I 

' 
yr host of other features afford a prac- posi 
1 

I 

i 

I 


tical, economical mobile library 
unit. 






id Bookmobile by Ameritcoach , builder of bus bodies of distinction. 
~ ie Built of ali steel construction and mounted on the chassis of your choice. 
. Available in different lengths. Tailor made to your needs. 

st 

k Write us today for information and speci- 


fications. 
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dU. 0. De Boor & 
Associates. 
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The reuswer to Many 
Extension Problema 


@ WAYNE Bookmobiles provide an inexpen- 
sive, mobile means of branch library service for 
adult’ patrons as well as for schools. 

Scheduled service to schools is a wide-spread 
and generally accepted practice, but scheduled 
location of travelling libraries for adult service 
is just as practical for extension of service. Care- 
ful selection of locations in suburbs and small 
towns will bring library service to many times 
the number of patrons served by the main 
library. 

By careful selection of locations and pre-pub- 
lication of a definite schedule, one bookmobile 
may be made to serve as many patrons as ten 
or twelve small branches—at only a fraction of 
the cost for equipment, books and personnel. 

Waynes may be fitted to your individual 
needs, whether for rural service in the more 
remote districts, over unimproved roads, in 
schools and outlying towns, in the suburbs, or 
in congested areas. The size of unit and type of 
equipment is determined solely by the service 
required. 

There are Wayne Sales and Service repre- 
sentatives conveniently located from Coast-to- 
Coast. 











{nteriors may be locally fitted and arranged as 
desired. Capacities vary from 1500 to over 3500 
volumes. Wayne Bookmobiles can be installed 
on any make truck or bus chassis you prefer. 
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THE Brancn County Liprary BooKMoBILE, COLDWATER, MICH., 
STOPS AT A RURAL SCHOOL 
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By Way of Explanation 


BOOKMOBILES SUBCOMMITTEE 


HE PURPOSE of this supplement on book- 

mobiles is to present in compact and 
usable form some practical information and 
help in the selection of vehicles and equip- 
ment for mobile library service. 

A general agreement as to the urgent 
need for such a publication was reported by 
John D. Henderson, chairman, Committee 
on Bookmobiles and Branches, Library Ex- 
tension Division, at the San Francisco Con- 
ference in June 1947. 

Following Mr. Henderson’s recommenda- 
tions, the executive board of the division 
voted (1) that a subcommittee of the Com- 
mittee on Bookmobiles and Branches be ap- 
pointed, comprising five members, to rep- 
resent regions, to act at once to ascertain 
types of bookmobiles acceptable to needs 
and practices, with a view to standardiza- 
tion; and (2) that immediate action be taken 
to obtain a bookmobiles supplement in a 
professional periodical, covering the sum- 
mary of the findings, and that reprints of 
the publication be made available for gen- 
eral distribution. The new policy of ac- 
cepting advertising has made this book- 
mobiles supplement to the A.L.A. Bulletin 
possible. 

The members of the subcommittee, ap- 
pointed by Mr. Henderson, are as follows: 

Shirley Brother, State Public Library Service 
Division, Montgomery, Ala. Southeastern mem- 
ber representing West Virginia, Virginia, Ken- 
tucky Tennessee, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Florida, Mississippi, Alabama. 

Sallic }. Farrell, State Library, Baton Rouge, 
La. Southwestern member representing Ari- 
zona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Kansas, Nebraska. 

Kathryn P. Mier, State Library, Jefferson City, 
Mo. Middle States member representing Minne- 
sota, lowa, Missouri, Wisconsin, Illinois, Michi- 


gan, Indiana, Ohio, North Dakota, South 
Dakota. 

Dawes Markwell, Bradford County Library, 
Troy, Pa. Northeastern member representing 
Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, New York, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Dela- 


ware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, New Jersey. 

Mrs. Emily Wilson, Snohomish County Li- 
brary, Everett, Wash. Western member repre- 
senting Washington, Oregon, Nevada, Cali- 
fornia, Montana, Idaho, Utah, Wyoming, Colo- 
rado. 

Jeannette Johnson, State Library, Cadillac, 
Mich. Chairman, replacing Irving Lieberman, 
State Library, Lansing, Mich., in January 1948. 


In preparing the material for the supple- 
ment, the procedure of the committee was 
as follows: 

First, to ascertain what kinds of book- 
mobiles and equipment are being used now 
in each state and to what extent they are 
proving satisfactory, the committee pre- 
pared a 16-page questionnaire, covering 
these points: 

1. Type of bookmobile service provided 

2. Characteristics of area served 
3. General description of vehicle 
4. Equipment 
5. Exterior finish 
6. Interior finish 
7. Interior fittings 
8. Audio-visual materials 
9. Audio-visual equipment 

10. Purchase cost 

11. Financing of purchase 

12. Maintenance costs per year 

13. Staff 

Each member obtained from the state 
agencies in her area a list of the libraries 
that have purchased a new bookmobile 
since 1940, or that are planning to purchase 
one soon, and sent the questionnaire and a 
covering letter of explanation to each li- 
brary on the list. 

The second step was to compile the data 
from the questionnaires returned and to 
send the most pertinent information and 
pictures to the persons who were to write 
the articles. Unfortunately, pressure of 
time made it impossible for each of the 
writers to see a copy of the complete com- 
pilation of the data or all of the pictures. 

The many confusing or incomplete an- 
swers on the questionnaires also made in- 
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terpretations and generalizations more diffi- 
cult. This was probably due in part to the 
form of the questionnaire and in part to the 
haste with which busy librarians were 
obliged to answer. 

Another limiting factor was the number 
of times the question, “Do recom- 
mend .. . for similar conditions?” was left 
blank. In some cases the committee could 
assume that absence of comment indicated 
satisfaction. It would have more 
reliable, however, if the “yes” or “no” had 
been checked sod an explanation filled in. 

The final step was to assemble and edit 
the data and the articles, select the pictures, 
recommend a title and cover design, and 
submit the completed copy to the A.L.A. 
Bulletin office for final editing and printing. 

Originally it was hoped that the supple- 
ment could include some general recom- 
mendations for the standardization of book- 
mobiles. However, the committee 
realized that conditions under which the 
supplement was having to be 
greatly limited the validity of any such rec- 
ommendations. 


you 


been 


soon 


prepared 


In order to make the supplement avail- 


able this fall, as scheduled, all of the com- 
mittee’s work had to be done between the 
end of January and the end of June. Time 
was further limited by the necessity of do- 
ing all of the work by correspondence and 
by the interruption of the Annual Confer- 
ence in Atlantic City. The burden placed 
upon the writers was particularly heavy 
since they had less than a month to study 
data collected and do their writing. 

The committee wishes to thank all of 
the librarians who cooperated by returning 
their questionnaires, and to express their 
appreciation to the people who had so 
much professional spirit and enthusiasm for 
that they willing to 
work under these difficult circumstances to 
prepare the articles. The also 
wish to thank Helen A. Ridgway, A.L.A. 
public library specialist, and Mrs. Margaret 
Ritchie Post, 


bookmobiles were 


members 


former editor, and A. L. Rem- 


ley, former advertising manager, A.L.A. Bul- 
letin, for their helpful advice and assistance 
in the preparation of this manual. 
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It is also hoped that thoughtful consid. 
eration by librarians throughout the coun. 
try of the information and problems pre- 
sented, will help to encourage the stand- 
ardization of bookmobiles. 

That standardization is possible, and that 
it would be satisfactory in most situations, 
seems to be further indicated by the prog- 
ress already made by several companies 
and by exploratory conferences that Miss 
Ridgway has had with Dr. Frank W. Cyr, 
professor of rural education, Teachers Col- 
lege Columbia University. Dr. Cyr di- 
rected much of the research necessary for 
achieving the standardization of school 
buses and he has offered his help and ad- 
vice, and the use of unpublished data on 
file in his office, to any group of librarians 
willing to do the intensive and _ sustained 
work involved. 

The first step is to get librarians them- 
selves to come to a general agreement on 
major specifications. To accomplish. this, 
it is suggested that the A.L.A. request each 
state agency or state association to work on 
the problem with the librarians of the state, 
intensively and within a given time limit. 

Next, representatives from each. state 
should get together by areas, perhaps at the 
A.L.A. Regional Conferences in 1949, and 
further sift the suggestions, until they agree 
upon what is essential. 

The final step would be a general meet- 
ing of the librarian representatives from all 
of the states with the representatives of all 
of the automobile body manufacturers who 
could be persuaded to attend. In the case 
of the school buses, this final meeting lasted 
one week. The week immediately preced- 
ing or following the Midwinter or the An- 
of the A.L.A. in 1950 
convenient and _ suitable 
time for the librarian representatives, when 
they 


nual Conference 
might prove a 


would have additional reason for 
travel. 

Whatever procedures are finally adopted, 
there is more and more general agreement 
that standardization of bookmobiles is not 
only desirable but essential, if bookmo- 
bile service is to develop at the maximum 


rate. 
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MORE THAN 
THE COST 
OF PETROL 


MRS. GRETCHEN KNIEF SCHENK 


OME YEARS ago an English county li- 

brarian traveling in the United States 
complained that practically the only infor- 
mation she could obtain from American li- 
brarians regarding the operation of their 
bookmobiles was “the cost of petrol.” 

This supplement to the A.L.A. Bulletin 
amply demonstrates that more is involved 
in the operation and maintenance of book- 
mobile service than the cost of gas and oil. 
The “romance” of bookmobiling from the 
earliest London book wagons to Christopher 
Morley’s Parnassus on Wheels and our 
modern versions of them, has probably 
been responsible for the continued lack 
of factual information that has faced the 
person establishing new bookmobile service. 





In Vermont the bookmobile supplements the 
resources of the local library, as part of the 
state’s regional library service. 


No one can tell more exciting stories about 
“life on the road” nor observe more directly 





_— 


Kern County Lierary, Bakersfield, Calif., got its first 
bookmobile in 1940 while Mrs. Schenk was librarian, and 
it was one of the first counties in California to have a real 
bookmobile. Since then, as state librarian, Olympia, Wash., 
and, more recently, free-lance library researcher, author, 


and lecturer, Mrs. Schenk says she has literally ridden with 
scores of librarians on bookmobiles from one end of the 
county to the other—when she’s not helping her husband 
on that farm in Summerdale, Ala. 


eee 
ee 





At Long Beach, Calif., the bookmobile stops 
at a housing project. 


the effects of reading in many instances than 
the bookmobile librarian. 

The bookmobile librarians of Vermont, 
battling months of snow; those in the hilly 
mining country of Eastern Ohio, braving ice 
and sleet to carry books to avid readers; 
those strapping book bags to snow-shoed 
burrows so that the mountain mail can re- 
place the bookmobile for a time; those 
driving through the excruciating heat of des- 
ert sandstorms in the Southwest; those de- 
veloping web feet and immunity to constant 
rain and nerve wracking fogs in the Puget 
Sound country—all of them have so com- 
pletely captured the imagination and en- 
thusiasm of extension-minded librarians and 
citizens through accounts of their work, 
that comparatively little attention has so 
far been paid to the administrative and 
managerial aspects of the bookmobile. 


Strong Advertising Value 

In fact, its advertising value has been 
one of its strongest assets. Its effect has been 
felt in the lives of millions, from the lad 
who rushed up to the school house because 
“Mother wants to know who’s dead. She 
saw the hearse in town,” to the old recluse 
who was won from utter scorn of reading 
to become a devoted, intelligent patron of 
the bookmobile through the skill of an un- 
commonly wise librarian. It has sold itself 
as a direct, purposeful, and economical 
method of getting books and readers to- 
gether. 

Yet this very feature has also been a 
serious handicap. The millionaire who do- 
nated a bookmobile in memory of his son 
to a group of volunteers to “take books to 
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The Louisiana State Library bookmobile used 
in the Iberia Parish Library Demonstration 
stops at the local store in Petit Anse. 


people” little realized that his gift would 
soon become a burden because there was 
The citi- 
zens committee whose sole aim is to “get a 
bookmobile,” leaving little money for books 
and no money at all for a skilled, trained 


no money for books or driver. 


librarian to supervise the service, is bitterly 
deluding itself and the citizens it represents 
if it thinks that a bookmobile will solve their 
library problems. Poor bookmobile service 
is indeed more vicious in many ways than 
other forms of library service because the 
average citizen is more conscious of it than 
of other ineffectual Besides, the 
potentialities of good bookmobile service 


ty pes. 


compared to other forms are so much 
greater in some cases that lost opportunities 
multiply geometrically as the service deteri- 
Good bookstock 
adequate in size and suited to the com- 


orates. librarians and a 
munity it is to serve, are infinitely more 
important than “getting a bookmobile.” 
When properly used, however, the book- 
mobile takes its rightful place among all 
other outlets of library service. It is an 
unusually adaptable form, being useful alike 
New York, or Seattle, as 
as in the most rural bayou parish of Louisi- 


in Boston, well 


ana. It can vary in price from the simplest 
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by the local carpenter, to the shiny steel 
and aluminum jobs rolling cut of postwar 
automotive works and costing many thou. 
sands of dollars. It can be “manned” by a 
single librarian-driver or carry a staff of a 
sizable branch. It can stay half an hour 
or can park for a day or two. It can roll 
out at night to meet the hours most con- 
venient for the mill hands or get to a school 
before school hours so that teachers and 
children can study the books before classes 
begin. Best of all, it can change its stops 
and routes to suit the convenience of its 
patrons. 

This supplement then is intended to an- 
swer many of the practical. down-to-earth 
questions that librarians interested in ex- 





The Clearfield Co., bookmobile stops in front 
of tipple No. 9, to bring books to miners and 
their families at Winburne, Pa. 


tending library service by use of automobile 
units naturally ask when embarking on this 
It is a summation of varied ex- 
periences, many of them costly. It is in- 
tended as a guide to be adapted to local 
needs, but it is also hoped that it will be 
another step toward the day when librarians 
will be able to book- 
mobiles just as they order their cars or 
trucks today. Only then will the book- 
mobile have reached full stature.’ 


venture. 


order “standard” 
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“book toting trays” or the $45 trailer made See discussion of standardization on page 534 
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The Illinois State Library uses a fleet of bookmobiles and delivery trucks in its 
Extension Service Program. 


ls a Bookmobile Your Answer? 


ESTELLENE PAXTON WALKER 


EFORE you buy or plan a bookmobile, 
B consider carefully whether a bookmo- 
bile is what you need. Where are you 
going to use it and to whom will the service 
Can you staff the bookmobile 
adequately? Will your book collection 
stretch to satisfy the rural reading appetite? 
The bookmobile is not the place for dis- 
cards either from your staff or from your 
book collection. Both wear out too quickly 
under the grueling work mobile service re- 


(ven? 
y > 
be given! 


quires. If your library aims to serve a scat- 
tered rural population, small rural com- 
munities and rural schools, then the book- 
mobile may be the answer to your problem. 
It is often the solution for city libraries wish- 
ing to give service to small communities 
within the city itself or to fringe areas of the 
The bookmobile will never take the 
place of a good branch library, but with 


city. 


proper staff and adequate book collection, 
its service is far superior to many small 


branches and stations now in existence. 


There is a type of bookmobile for every type 


of extension service. There has been much 


talk of standardizing bookmobiles, but un 
i einai tetanic il 
So 


IN CONNECTION with her work in extension library service, 
Miss Walker has designed several successful bookmobiles, 
her latest effort being the small, medium, and large book- 
mobiles for the county and regional libraries of South Caro- 
na While serving with the U. S. Army Library Service 
at Headquarters, U. S. European Theatre, she helped design 
ind supervised the construction of the army library book- 
mobiles. At present, Miss Walker is executive secretary, 
State Library Board, Columbia, S.C. 


ES ee en 
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til librarians are standardized, there seems 
little hope of hitting upon one bookmobile 
plan which will meet with the complete ap- 
proval of any two of them.’ The type of 
bookmobile you will select will depend upon 
many factors. 


Consider Type of Service 


The first and most important factor to 
consider is the type of service to be given. 
Will the bookmobile serve schools as well 
as communities? Are farm families so 
scattered that there is no central commu- 
nity meeting point where service can be 
given to a group? Is the bookmobile to 
give “farm to farm” service? Will the serv- 
ice consist of book deposits in communities, 
or direct circulation of books to individuals? 
Will it be a combination of both? If schools 
are to be served, how many grades will be 
served and will the service be in the form 
of book deposits to classrooms and libraries, 
or will it be direct circulation to the pupils? 
Can you use the same bookmobile to serve 
both Negroes and whites? If this is against 
the mores of your community, can you still 
manage to use the same bookmobile, but 
different book collections, for service to both 
races? Will your bookmobile give weekly, 
biweekly, or monthly service? How many 
staff members will the bookmobile have to 
accommodate? Can you afford a driver-as- 


1 For further discussions of standardization, see page 534. 
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sistant or will the librarian have to do the 
driving? Look over your population, your 
climate, and your county roads, decide 
what service you wish to give, and then de- 
termine the motor unit, the books, and the 
staff needed to accomplish the desired re- 
sult. These factors will set the budget 
needed to begin and to cortinue your book- 
mobile’s service. 

The physical features of the country 
which you plan to serve must dictate to a 
considerable degree the kind of bookmobile 
which you will choose. Climate is of first 
consideration. Heavy snowfall or rainfall 
during the year indicates a walk-in book- 
mobile, if direct service is to be given. Arc- 
tic winters and tropic summers must be pon- 
dered in bookmobile planning. The 
weather is a factor that the bookmobile 
planner has to consider if the service is to 
be maintained without interruption and the 
staff retain its health. 

Roads are another important considera- 
tion. Consult the road commissioners or 
the state highway department by all means, 
but do a little personal investigation on your 
own along unpaved back roads during 
rainy season. No matter how bad the road, 
how steep the grade, how sharp the curves, 
if people live along it and if there is a school 
in the neighborhood, some day the bookmo- 
bile will have to negotiate it. If the school 
bus gets through, then the bookmo'ile will 
be expected to. Very narrow roads will 
force the choice of a bookmobile which can 
be used safely on them. 


Topography Is Important 
It is of importance for the bookmobile 
planner to know well the topography of the 
territory to be served. Hilly or mountain- 
ous country, low country, sand and swamps, 
will influence the bookmobile plan. Rivers 
and the location of bridges are important in 
planning area-wide service. The number of 
square miles in the area, the number of 
people to be served, and the number 
bookmobiles you can afford to operate are 
all factors in the choice of a vehicle. 
Not only the initial expense of bookmo- 


bile purchase, but the cost of replacement 
and operation must be considered. Of the 
small bookmobiles, the panel model is the 
least expensive at initial purchase. From 
the replacement angle however, it is not 
economical. A custom built body of steel 
construction on a cab and chassis of the 
same weight, may be easily lifted and 
placed on a new cab and chassis when the 
old one has worn out. There is nothing to 
do with a worn-out panel job but trade it 
in on a new truck. Body builders are re- 
luctant to undertake the conversion of the 
panel truck because they feel that in cut- 
ting the sides to install shelving, they weaken 
the body of the truck to a great extent. 


Less Expensive 

Any of the small bookmobiles are less ex- 
pensive, easier to operate, and require less 
staff than the larger models. A % ton tol 
ton bookmobile can usually be driven safely 
and comfortably by the librarian or her as- 
sistant. The larger models require a driver 
who may or may not serve also as a clerical 
assistant in circulation routines. The cost of 
staffing the bookmobile is small in compari- 
son with the service given, but the prospec- 
tive purchaser of a bookmobile must con- 
sider this cost in planning. 

Special services require special equip- 
ment, and this special equipment must be 
provided for in planning the bookmobile. 
Audio-visual equipment, record players, and 
projectors are much more easily handled 
and cared for if, in planning the bookmobile, 
special compartments are allowed for them. 
Special shelving or cabinets for records and 
films are easily provided by careful plan- 
ning of the bookmobile body. Bookmobiles 
which are to be used much at night should 
have a means of “plugging in” for additional 
electric current. Heaters, fans, ventilators, 
lights, and insulation adequate to the needs 
of the service, must be specified. A good 
radio in the bookmobile is not an extrava- 
gance. Special equipment and provision for 
its care on the bookmobile remains a special 
problem for the bookmobile planner of the 
individual library. 
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TRUCKS 
Have Advantages and Disadvantages 


ROBERT MC DANIEL ORR 


HE PAST few years have witnessed a 
Taw increase in the number of bookmo- 
biles operated in this country. Such a wide 
variety of equipment is now in use that one 
of the major problems facing any library 
seeking to purchase a bookmobile is choos- 
ing the size and type best suited to its spe- 


cial needs. 


LAE CGONT) TRAVELING LIBRARY 
oo 


’ 2 OM EA GRAY Asch 





CANTON, OHIO 


Standard conventional 1% ton White truck 
with Gerstenslager body. Capacity: 4000 books. 
Cost: $7927 (1947). For specifications see 
p. 575; pictures of inside and outside shelving 
p. 549 and 555; for additional information about 
Gerstenslager bodies see back cover. 


Much time has been spent by librarians 
seeking to standardize bookmobiles, with 
relatively slow progress to date.! Because 
of the diversity of conditions under which 
bookmobiles operate, and the variation of 
librarians’ personal preferences, there will 
always be a need for a number of different 
types of vehicles. This article will attempt 
to discuss briefly advantages and disad- 
vantages of several types now in use, with 
out seeking to prove any particular set of 
conclusions. 


A few general observations based on in- 


1For further discussion of standardization, see page 534. 


Wirurn the past year Mr. Orr has had the experience of 
equipping and using a new 1 ton Vanette bookmobile. Before 
coming to Coldwater, Mich., as librarian of Branch County 
Library, Mr. Orr was a district librarian in Illinois, where 
he operated a large bookmobile. 


formation recently collected by a subcom- 
mittee of the Library Extension Division 
may be made. Bookmobiles today are be- 
ing used in most cases for adult as well as 
school service. Thus, libraries are getting 
away from a popular conception that the 
bookmobile is primarily a school service. 

An increasing number of bookmobiles are 
serving urban areas, but county or regional 
libraries still operate the majority of book- 
mobiles in use today. County and regional 
libraries, giving service as they do to the 
scattered population of large areas, have 
found the bookmobile an excellent service 
tool. They are operating on predominantly 
good roads; their service seems to be ham- 
pered comparatively little by either weather 
or road conditions. 

As for selection of equipment: Ford, 
Dodge, Chevrolet, and International trucks 
seem equally popular. Bookmobiles at 
present are mostly of the conventional type, 
with the cab-over-engine gradually gaining 
in popularity. The following table shows 





Fred Carter Photo 


SEATTLE, WASH. 
A 1% ton Chevrolet chassis with a cab-over- 
engine custom-built body designed by the Pa- 
cific Body Builders, Inc. Capacity: 2500 books. 
Cost: $7987. For specifications see p. 574. 


the number of each size and type of book- 
mobile reported on the questionnaires re- 
turned to the Bookmobiles Subcommittee.’ 


24 number of questionnaires were received too late for 
inclusion in this table. 
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Conventional Cab-over-engine 

Small % ton—33 % ton— | 
% ton— 5 % ton— 4 
Medium 1 ton— 7 1 ton—33 
Large 1% ton—33 1% ton—14 
2 ton— 2 S ton— 5 
73 59 


It should be noted that the increase in 
the cab-over-engine unit has come mainly in 
the 1 ton and 1% ton This is ac- 
counted for by the fact that several auto- 


sizes. 


mobile manufacturers turn out complete 
chassis-body cab-over-engine units in these 
sizes, while in the larger sizes libraries must 
buy the cab-over-engine chassis and the cus- 
tom built body for it separately. 

Large trucks (over 1 ton) are good for 
city service or for serving large schools or 
heavily populated areas. Among the ad- 
vantages of this type of unit can be listed 
the following: 





FONTANA REGIONAL L., Bryson Crty, N.C. 


Standard conventional % ton Chevrolet truck 
converted by the Durham Body Works, East 
Durham. Capacity: 750 books. Cost $1650. 
For specifications of a similar bookmobile see 
p. 570. 


They can carry a large selection of books, 
usually from 2000 to 4000 volumes. This 
makes frequent returns to headquarters for 
restocking unnecessary. 

They can approximate the branch library 
in equipment. Excellent lighting arrange- 
ments, adequate heating systems, and such 
library equipment as well-designed charging 
desks, bulletin boards, and magazine racks 
In the 
small unit, space is at a premium and many 


can be housed in the large unit. 


of these features must be sacrificed. 
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Prince GEorGE’s Co., Mp. 


Standard cab-over-engine body built by the 
Baltimore Body Corp. on a 1 ton 1947 Inter- 
national chassis. Capacity: 1000 books. Cost: 
$2978. For specifications see p. 571. 

In the large unit, a greater number of 
people can be accommodated comfortably 
and served adequately at one time. Ceil- 
ings can be high enough for a tall man to 
stand and have plenty of head room, and 
in many cases seating arrangements can be 
made for patrons. 

Among the disadvantages of the larger 
size units are: (1) higher original cost and 
and (2) 


weight and a loss of ease in driving. 


increased maintenance increased 

It is the opinion of many, however, that 
increased size does not necessarily entail a 
proportionate increase in maintenance. 
Furthermore, maintenance is a minor item 
in the operational budget of any well set up 
bookmobile program. For example, a re- 
port from Ohio shows that even where gas 
is used for heat as well as for motive power, 
a minimum of 6 to 8 miles per gallon of gas 
in winter, and of 10 to 12 miles during 
warm weather is all that is required to run 
a 1% ton unit. A maximum of 4 quarts of 
oil per month is high for these same units 
when operating under Midwestern climatic 
Records kept for a 
1% ton cab-over-engine Ford truck and a 


and driving conditions. 


standard 1% ton unit over a ten-year period 


show an average repair and replacement ex- 
t 
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MIcH. 


Standard Vanette Senior cab-over-engine body 


INGHAM County, MASON, 


on a Ford heavy duty % ton chassis. Capacity: 
1250 books. Cost: $2888 (1947). For specifi- 
cations of a similar bookmobile see p. 569. See 
also the Vanette Wholesaler on a 1% ton Ford 
chassis with dual rear wheels, p. 561. 


penditure of $139.41 annually. The year- 
by-year records would indicate that a $40 
to $50 repair bill would be normal in all but 
the years when extraordinary expenditures 
like painting or a new engine must be faced. 

In connection with the high original cost 
it should be pointed out that a well-built 
bookmobile will stand from 6-12 years of 
service. Spread the original costs over the 
service years and even the $6000 to $10,000 
unit costs little per year of service.® 

As for the 
bookmobile, this constitutes a problem of 


increased weight of the large 
roads and bridges if the area you are serving 
is not built to accommodate modern auto- 
motive vehicles. In some cases large book- 
mobiles have been ordered off roads because 
of weight restrictions, or else the units have 
been too high or too wide to cross certain 
bridges or to pass other vehicles easily on 
narrow roads. 

Most large bookmobiles require a driver 
as well as a librarian, although today many 
libraries are still operating the small truck 
(up to 1 ton) with the librarian doing the 
driving. Except for well populated rural 
areas and for cities, a small or medium truck 
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seems generally more practical. The factors 
to be considered are not only the ease of 
driving but the size of staff needed and 
whether the driver serves also as a clerk at 
bookmobile stops. 

Medium 
trucks weighing 1 ton. 


classified here as 
Among the advan- 
tages of this type of unit, probably the most 
important is that, while they can carry a 
book collection of around 1000, they can 
still negotiate most roads and weather con- 


trucks are 


ditions. In most cases a woman librarian 


can handle this unit with ease unless driv- 
ing conditions are unusually hazardous. 

They are ideal for a county library where 
the number of people to be served on one 
trip is small. A collection of 1000 books is 
of course inadequate if the bookmobile is 
to serve large schools or villages, 
though the covered is of moderate 
size. 


even 
area 





Hammond Irwin Photo 


Missouri STATE L., JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. 


A 1946 1 ton International cab-over-engine 
truck with a custom-built body by the Roehlk 
Spring and Body Co. Capacity: 1400 books. 
Cost: $2881 (Gift of the Missouri Federation 
of Women’s Clubs). 


Among the disadvantages of the medium- 
size unit the following should be mentioned: 


(1) The book collection is inadequate for 
many areas, causing the service to suffer unless 
the truck returns to he sadquarters to reload at 
frequent intervals. 

(2) Equipment cannot be as extensive or as 
we 7 A. aced as in the large unit. 

The truck will not accommodate as 
jan people at one time. 


Small trucks are classified here as trucks 


under 1 ton, and include the panel and de- 
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livery type of truck. This size has advan- 
tages for areas where roads are very bad 
and where weather makes use of a larger 
vehicle impossible. It is very useful for 
carrying deposits to schools and stations. 
It is easy to handle and is ideal for supple- 
menting the larger bookmobile. Its chief 
disadvantage is the impracticality of interior 
shelving except for the use of children. 
Also, it cannot carry many books or much 
equipment. 
permits, libraries have used the small truck 
with outside shelving with success, but the 
trend seems to be toward larger bookmo- 


biles with interior shelving, or with interior 


In many cases where climate 


and exterior shelving. 

This article has not given a great deal of 
attention to bookmobiles with outside 
shelving. Generally, the same advantages 
and disadvantages would apply to the dif- 
ferent types of trucks, whether the shelving 
exterior, or interior-exterior.* 


was interior, 


COE Has Advantages 


Any librarian buying a bookmobile today 
will want to consider the cab-over-engine 
as opposed to the walk-in or conventional 
of bookmobile. In Michigan, as in 


Jarolina, and several other 


type 
Louisiana, North C 
states, many libraries are turning to the 
over-engine type. In addition to being at- 
tractive, they utilize space to the best ad- 
vantage and offer the maximum in loading 
They are easier to handle in traffic 


cab- 


space. ’ 
and enable use of the shortest possible 
wheel base. The principal advantage of the 
conventional type is that the engine is more 
accessible for mechanical repairs. Manu- 
are working on_ this 


facturers, however, 


problem and feel that it will be overcome 


‘For further discussion of the of shelving, 


see page 518. 


different types 


A.L.A. BULLETIN: NOVEMBER 1948, PART II 


in the cab-over-engine type. 

Bookmobiles greatly, and the 
situations under which 
they are operated differ so widely, that con. 
clusions are extremely difficult to reach. If 


Vary So 


and circumstances 


you are planning to buy a bookmobile to. 
day you certainly should study your local 
situation and your own problems and needs 
before selecting a particular size and type 
Then you should investigate what 
other libraries with 
The 
tabulations in the appendices to this man- 
ual will be helpful for this purpose. Among 
in Michigan the Vanette 
cab-over-engine bookmobile has proved ex- 


of unit. 
kind 


similar problems and needs are doing. 


of bookmobiles 


county libraries 
Among multi-county li- 
the larger trucks 
However, 


tremely popular. 
braries and city libraries, 
have proved popular. many 
county libraries located where roads are bad 
still find that the small panel truck is the 
best for their situation. 

The day of the bookmobile is certainly 
here. Unquestionably, the bookmobile is in 
the same position that school buses were in 
With the increased 


impetus given to the extension of library 


some ten years back. 


service in recent years, there are few pro- 
gressive libraries indeed that are not con- 
sidering the larger areas and opportunities 
for service that the bookmobile can make 
Finally, as the demand for, and 


the use of bookmobiles increases, manufac- 


possible. 


turers are gradually developing a few types 
of trucks especially suited for bookmobile 
use. As these become modified and ac- 
cepted by libraries, and their sale increases, 
it is reasonable to suppose that they will be 
cheaper, constantly 
better equipped for the very specialized 
task for which they are 


easier to obtain, and 


purchased. 
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TRAILERS Sometimes Are Best 


RICHARD B. 


HE USE of a truck-pulled house-trailer in 
ee of the more traditional bookmo- 
bile service was introduced in Gary, Ind., in 
1936. Since that time several libraries have 
adopted the idea, and the original library 
has added two much larger units on the 
basis of the experience gained with the first 
trailer. 

The mobile unit was introduced at Gary 
for reasons similar to those governing their 
use in other libraries, but the radical depar- 
ture in type of equipment was undertaken 
in an attempt to provide a less expensive 
and more flexible service. The first was 
achieved by lower original cost, the second 
by ability to serve stops for a longer period 
than had been customary with bookmo- 
biles. Above all, the house trailer was 
chosen because it permitted additional and 
complete use of the automotive unit. De- 
velopment of these points will indicate 
wherein the trailer differs from the stand- 
ard bookmobile in a library extension pro- 
gram. 

The original Gary trailer, 14’ in length, 
with a book capacity of 1500-1700 volumes, 
cost $469.15, compared to bookmobile costs 


is librarian of the Public Library, Gary, Ind. 
rated bookmobile trailers longer than any 


Mr. SEALOcK 
This library has ope 
other library in the country. 





SEALOCK 

of $854 to $6150 with book capacities 
ranging from 300 to 2000 volumes. The 
same ratio exists today, although costs have 
increased considerably since 1936. In the 
case of the traditional bookmobile a large 
portion of the cost arises from the automo- 
tive equipment which can only be used to 
move the service portion of the unit and, in- 
cidentally to furnish power for the lights. 
Because the purchase of a trailer involves no 
expense for a special engine and running 
equipment, the original cost is much lower. 
Since many libraries operating an extension 
system already have a truck or passenger car 
capable of pulling a trailer, it is only a ques- 
tion of deciding on the size of trailer and 
the purchase of an adequate trailer hitch, 
details of which will be discussed later. 

The Gary trailer was first introduced as a 
small traveling branch to serve a variety 
of areas. In actual practice no area has 
warranted a stop of less than three hours on 
the two weeks schedule. The longest has 
been a day and a half. A library system 
having need for stops equal to one-half a 
day or longer should hesitate in holding ex- 
pensive automotive equipment in idleness 
for such periods. An additional factor in 
increasing costs of such extended stops is 
the salary of the driver when the librarian 
does not drive the unit. With the trailer it 
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Gary, Inp. 25 foot converted Majestic Traile 
Capacity: 2500 books. 


54° 


r towed by a 1 ton International panel truck. 
Cost (1945): $2169. 


> 
2 











544 


is possible to add a clerk when a second 
person is necessary, while the driver con- 
tinues on with the truck. 
Salaries for circulation clerks are usually far 


other errands 
below those of competent drivers. 

Careful organization of the two weeks 
schedule of the trailer and truck permits a 
maximum use of both units. Trailer sched- 
ules are so arranged that hauls between each 
Since the trail- 
ers are not returned to the central library 


stop are extremely short. 


each night, it is not necessary to return at 
the end of the day to pick up the trailer. 
If one trailer should have a slightly longer 
haul the next morning, it is a simple matter 
to spot the second one at the end of the 
day as the truck returns from the afternoon 
deliveries. Freeing the motive power, at 
present a 1 ton truck, has enabled the ex- 
tension department to give weekly delivery 
service to 9 township branches and nu- 
merous township schools, as well as semi- 
weekly deliveries to 8 city branches, 2 hos- 
pitals, and the city schools in addition to 
the many special jobs that are assigned to 
a truck. Less than half of the truck and 
driver costs are charged against the two 
trailers. The library owns no other auto- 
motive equipment. The trailer staff usually 
goes by truck but supplements this by pub- 


lic conveyance. 


House Trailer Substitute 


Limited book capacity in many bookmo- 
biles except where inside-outside shelving 
was used led to the study of the house 
trailer as a substitute. The first trailer of 
14’ carried 1500-1700 volumes. The latest 
one, 25’ long, carries approximately 2500 
volumes, even though a second door has 
been added as an exit in case of fire, and to 
make possible the one-way flow of patrons 
through the trailer at the busier stops. Ini- 
tial cost and operation cost per volume car- 
ried is far less in the trailer than in the 
ordinary bookmobile. 

Size of truck and trailer. 
a pasenger car is sufficient to pull the shorter 
A % ton truck, 


A *% ton truck or 


trailers of approximately 15’, 
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or better, a 1-ton truck is necessary for pull. 
ing the larger trailer since the following 
weights are found on the two trailers now 
in use at Gary: 22’ trailer, 5200 Ibs.; 25’ 
trailer, 5970 Ibs. 
and four speeds forward are necessary on 
the truck for the heavier unit, even though 


Heavy duty rear springs 


the library serves an area with a network of 
The panel body truck 
has proved most useful because of the pro- 
tection given the materials to be hauled. 
Width of the trailer is governed by highway 
regulations. At least 7’ is desirable. 

Trailer hitch. 
hitch is used but if more than one trailer is 
used the size must be the same throughout. 
The towing hitch must be firmly attached, 


hard surface roads. 


The usual ball and socket 


since the dead weight and towing weight 
tend to pull and bend the frame if welded 
or bolted only to the rear of the frame. The 
use of a “trailer dolly” would simplify 
hitching and relieve the truck of nearly two- 
thirds of the trailer weight. 

Trailer jack. 
has not proved sufficient for the heavily 


The usual screw-type jack 


loaded book trailer, but a separate hy- 
A small 
wooden trestle is placed under the frame 


draulic jack has been substituted. 


at front for support when the trailer is 
parked. 

Exterior coating. A more durable trailer is 
assured if the outer material is metal rather 
than composition board or plywood fre- 
quently found on house trailers. 

Heat. 
briquettes have proved most satisfactory 
and have replaced oil stoves because the 


Trailer stoves using charcoal 


latter proved dangerous, having caused fires 
in two trailers. 

Light. Current is frequently furnished 
by a store or school at the stop. Where this 
is not possible, a separate pole with meter 
and switch box has been installed and in 
no case has the charge run over the monthly 
minimum of $1. The windows and the 
glass portions of the doors and ceiling ven- 
tilators have helped to make the trailers 
more attractive inside, but have had to be 
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SEALOCK: 


supplemented by artificial light except dur- 
ing the brightest sunshine. 

Walter H. Kaiser, Wayne County Li- 

brary, Detroit, Mich., has combined long 
stops with a series of short stops, using a 
small bookmobile for the short stops and to 
pull the trailer. (For illustration see page 
561.) This is a logical development for any 
extension unit requiring one or more trailers 
but is still unable to serve distant or sparse- 
ly settled areas. 
' The St. Louis County Library, Overland, 
Mo., is operating four trailers of two differ- 
ent types, the most reported by any library. 
Others are reported by the Free Library, 
Topeka, Kan.; Public Library, Austin, Tex.; 
Public Library, New Rochelle, N.Y.; Car- 
negie Free Library, Alliance, Ohio; and the 
Logansport-Cass County Library, Logans- 
port, Ind. At least one of these is failing 
to secure the full economy possible since 
the passenger car remains attached to the 
trailer most of the time. Few additional de- 
livery points makes this extra use unneces- 
sary. 

The Carnegie Free Library, Alliance, 
Ohio, tried an attractive neon light on top 
of the trailer for a time, but the weight, 
leaks in the roof, and breakage of tubing 


caused its removal. 
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The Youngstown and Mahoning County 
Library, Youngstown, Ohio, van_ type 
trailer has been omitted from the above dis- 
cussion. It is not a house type trailer, but 
is an enormous Trailmobile 34’ long pulled 
by a 2 ton cab-over-engine Dodge tractor. 
It is possible to park the trailer independ- 
ently, but it is difficult to imagine many 
libraries able to make economical use of 
more than one such large unit. Since the 
tractor can be used for no other purpose, it 
is better to compare this unit with the large 
truck type bookmobile. The same may be 
said for the Bluffton-Wells County Library, 
Bluffton, Ind., van and tractor type unit, 
1938. Its principal advan- 
tage is capacity, both book and patron, and 
its comparative inexpensiveness. It carries 
a book collection of 2000 volumes and can 


in use since 


easily accommodate thirty or more patrons 
at a time. The cost of the Tonner trailer 
today runs just under $9000. 

So few examples of trailer units were re- 
ported that it is impossible to indicate trends 
or compare 1948 prices. No one manufac- 
turer specializes in adapting a house trailer 
to library use. It would seem that other 
libraries, especially libraries serving city or 
suburban areas, should explore this efficient 
low-cost mobile unit. 





YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 





34 foot Trailmobile with 2 ton Dodge cab-over-engine tractor. Capacity: 
3500 books. Cost, including tractor: $8793 (1948). (For interior view see p. 548) 
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SANTA BarBara, Cauir. 1% ton 1947 International chassis with converted Kalamazoo Coach body, 
with floor plan. Capacity: 1950 books on 175 feet of shelving. Cost: $6397. Note two side doors, 
for entering and leaving bus. 
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Robinson Studio 


Granp Rapips, Micu. Converted Wayne bus body on a 1946 Ford chassis. The windows 
have been partially filled in to obtain more shelf space. 





ROCHESTER-FULTON Co., Inp. Converted Wayne bus on a 1% ton Chevrolet chassis. Capacity: 
1200 books. Cost: $1881 (1941). Rear window only has been retained on each side. Note special 
magazine racks over wheel housing, and smali custom built charging desk 
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Decatur, Int. 1948 Ford chassis with Wayne bus shell converted by the General Body Co. 


(Chicago). Note that these windows have been entirely replaced to increase shelf space. 
\ 
j 


al 


Sr. Louis, Mo. 5 ton 1940 General Motors Coach converted for bookmobile use in a large city. 
Capacity: 1500 books. Cost: $6590. Note two side doors for entering and leaving. The interior 
view shows circular charging desk, display counters, skylights, book truck. 


PUBLIE 








Converted Wayne bus on 
1947 1% ton Ford chassis. Capacity: 3000 books. 


Cost: $4110. Central bookstack avoids covering 
windows; note special charging desk, over-sized 


NASHVILLE, TENN. 


book section 
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M. D. Stephens Photo 


Decatur, Ixv. Interior of bus converted by Gen- 
eral Body Co. (Chicago) on Wayne bus shell and 
1948 Ford chassis. Note cushioned seats over 
wheel housing, magazine racks, fluorescent 


lights. 











What to do About 


Shelving and Equipment 


DOROTHY VAN GORDER 





John Hensel Photo 
STATE Liprary BoArp, CoLumsia, S.C, 
A % ton 1948 Ford chassis with a separate body 
custom-built by the Baker Equipment En- 
gineering Co. Capacity: 1600 books. Cost: 
$2640. Sides raised and lowered to show out- 
side shelving. Also has inside shelving. 


NSWERS to 134 of the recent question- 
A naires show the variety and also the 
similarities of bookmobile equipment.* 

The shelving is made otf wood or metal in 
all cases except 2, where they are a com- 


1A number of questionnaires were received too late to be 


included in this summary. 


Almost twice 
as many bookmobiles have wood as have 
metal shelves; 87 reported wood and 45 
Two bookmobiles have 
aluminum or aluminum and wood shelving, 
A large range is shown in the footage of 
shelving depending on the size of the book- 


bination of wood and metal. 


reported metal. 


The same is true of the book ca- 
The tables following give the fig- 
ures for footage of shelving, height and 
depth of shelves, and the book capacity, 


mobile. 
pacity. 


There are 26 bookmobiles which have 
shelving on the outside; 53 reported shelv- 
ing on the inside only. It is interesting to 
note that in the Southern states the outside 
shelving is most popular and in the middle 
states it is least popular. 

The merits of outside shelving versus in- 
side shelving only, is a subject on which 


5 








Since 1930 Miss Van Gorder has been librarian of the 
Somerset County Library, Somerville, N.J. During this time 
she has had three book trucks built which have been in 
Book trucks have been used in New Jersey for 


twenty-seven years. 


constant use. 











Dimit Brothers Photo 
ALLIANCE, OHIO 

Interior view of front end of 16 ft. Schult 
trailer. Dome lights and Lumiline tubes along 
either side of ceiling. Ventilator when open 
serves as skylight. Charging desk (typewriter 
stand) and chair is type supplied to public 
institutions only by the Ohio State Reformatory. 


YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 
Interior view of 34 ft. 1948 Trailmobile. Gen- 
eral Fireproofing Co. steel shelving, slotted on 
ends with flanges bent to provide one inch slant. 
Fluorescent fixtures in ceiling. Meloflex ribbed 
rubber flooring. Charging desk, at front, is built 
to house Recordak for microfilm charging. 
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GORDER: SHELVING AND EQUIPMENT 





Evanston Phot 


EVANSTON, ILL. 


Interior of converted Wayne bus with slanting 
shelves, charging desk built in over wheel 
housing. Note use of display shelves and bul- 
letin boards, especially framing side windows. 
Ceiling and walls are cream enamel; shelves are 
shellacked. Fluorescent lights. 


there are very definite differences of opin- 
ion. The outside shelving has some ad- 
vantages: (1) a larger number of people 
have access to the books without congestion; 
(2) a more econo.. ical use can be made of 
space in the bookmobile, particularly impor- 
tant in the small trucks since there can be 
shelving both inside and outside; and (3) the 


outside shelving allows for plenty of light. 


SHELVING FOR REGULAR SIZE Booxks 
Number Height 
Feet ot Depth of Book 
Shelving Shelves Shelves Capacity 
High 545 iS" 19%” 3800 
Median 110 10” 9” 850 
Low 21 lad 6” 200 
SHELVING FOR Opp SIzE BooKs 
Number Height 
Feet of Depth of Book 
Shelving Shelves Shelves Capacity 
High 108 Cts" 1500 
Median 12 =” 10” 235 
Low 6 7” 3” 35 


The disadvantage of the outside shelving 
is the problem of weather. It is difficult to 
keep the books dry and in some cases a 
regular schedule is disrupted by rain. Also, 
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CANTON, OHIO 


Standard conventional 1% ton White truck with 
Gerstenslager body. Capacity: 4000 books. 
Cost: $7927 (1947). Sides of truck raised and 
lowered to show outside shelving. Also has 
inside shelving. For further information see 
p. 575. 


there is less protection from cold when the 
books are chosen from the outside. 

In considering shelving on the inside of 
the bookmobile only, these advantages can 
be seen: (1) the schedule need not be dis- 
rupted as frequently because of weather, as 
both books and patrons are protected; (2) 
books may be arranged more nearly as in a 
branch library so that they are more easily 
located; (3) for the larger bookmobiles of 
the walk-in type, space not only for books 
but for bulletin boards and charging desk 
can be arranged. 





GREENSBORO, N.C, 
1947 
truck converted by Durham Body Works, East 


1 


Standard conventional % ton Chevrolet 


Durham. Note panel doors give access to out- 
side shelves and rear door to inside shelves. 
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Close-up view of Remington Rand Electric 


Photocharger now being used in the Erie 


County, Buffalo, N.Y. bookmobile. 


The disadvantages are: (1) the problem 
of cramped space where many people are 
involved, making longer stops necessary to 
serve the same number of people; (2) in the 
case of the small bookmobile the space for 
shelving is not used to best advantage; (3) 
light must be provided; in some types « 
bookmobiles skylights help to secure « 
maximum of daylight. 

In many bookmobiles, special shelving for 
odd sized books has been arranged. It may 
be for oversized, or for small easy books. 
The variety depends on local needs, and on 
available space in the shelving plan. They 
often are over the wheel housing, or are 
the bottom shelves. 

About half of the libraries report the use 
of rubber matting to keep the books from 
sliding on the shelves. Other device : 
vocated are: movable blocks at the e 
the shelves, spring book supports run 
rods, lath or plywood held in place over 
shelves by brackets, chain fasteners over 
the shelves, lips built on edges of shelves, 
or web straps. Many of the shelves are 
tilted. This serves to facilitate reading the 
titles and to keep the books on the shelves. 
The amount of angle varies from 3° to 45 
but the greatest numbe; have about a 10 
angle. 

The driver's seat may be stationary, ad- 
justable, or swivel. The repoics show 69 


stationary, 28 adjustable, and 37 swivel. 


The larger bookmobiles are more apt to 
have the swivel type for the driver. The 
seat for the second person may be station- 
ary, swivel, or in some cases, a folding chair 
or some other removable type. There are 
31 bookmobiles which have seats for a third 
person, and a few provide stools or folding 
chairs for patrons. The space over the 
wheel housing has been made into benches 
in several instances. A window seat was 
built in one bookmobile, and a divan in an- 
other. « 

Books are charged from charging desks 
or folding tables often set up outside the 
car. Half of the bookmobiles have charg- 
ing desks as part of their equipment. They 
are mostly custom built and range in size 
from 12” to 4’ long, from 212” to 48” high 
and from 12” to 36” wide. In some in- 
stances there are card wells built into the 
desk, and in others, drawers are provided 
to be used for supplies, card wells, regis- 
tration, book cards, or card catalogs. The 
location of the charging desk varies with 
the needs of the library, but the most com- 
mon spot is behind the driver's seat. In- 
cidentally, enthusiastic word has been re- 
ceived of the time saved by using the 
Remington Rand photocharger in several 
bookmobiles. 

Only about one-fourth of the bookmobiles 
have a compartment or space for wraps. 
They vary greatly in size and range from 
°’ ty 6’ high. Some are just large enough 

two coats, and others allow for more 
uple space for wraps and other supplies. 

Space not otherwise filled is covered in 
many instances by bulletin boards, to be 
used for publicity purposes and displays. 
Although cork is used in most cases, other 
mterials include fibreboard, wood, masonite, 
cardboard, or a composition material. 

Space for carrying audio-visual materials 
and equipment is available in a few cases. 
One bookmobile has a wooden box 
3%’ x 18” x 20” for pictures and maps. 
Another has a long narrow cupboard above 
the stop shelves and the screen; movie film 


and records are carried in it. A third ar- 








e 
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rangement is a cabinet of plywood built 
over the engine, 6’6” x 20” x 14”, which 
is used for all sorts of audio-visual ma 
terials. Cabinets built in the rear of the 
bookmobile, or over the 
also are possibilities for projectors, films, 


wheel housing 


screens, records, and pictures, but harmful 
vibrations must be guarded against. 

The many ideas worked out in the dif- 
ferent bookmobiles of the country are varia- 
tions of one idea: to carry books, magazines, 
pictures, and other materials to the people 


in the outlying areas. 





INFLATES 
FLAT TIRES 





Driving delays and messy road- 
side tire changes resulting from 
punctures or slow leaks will be a 
thing of the past when you own 
a TireX. When flats occur, simply 
connect your TireX to the tire 
valve, turn the handle and up 
comes your tire in seconds—filled 
with amazing CO: pressure. TireX 
inflates 3 average size tires—can 
be refilled at small cost—lasts a 
lifetime! 


Puts Out Fires, Too! 


Blazing oil, gasoline and other 
fires are smothered quickly by 
clean, harmless CO: which cuts 
off the oxygen. No motorist should 
be without a TireX. 


$4.95 
BREAKSTONE & CO. 


2155 W. Harrison St. 
Chicago 12, Il. 








New Books 
for 
Young People 


THE LAZY BEAVER 


By Vernon Bowen 
Pictures by Jim Davis 


A little beaver with a quirk—against work— 
romps through the pages of this picture book. 
Pictures in color. Ages 4 to 8—§2.00 


SADDLES UP! RIDE EM HIGH 


Written and Illustrated by Billy Warren 


Fall roundup is an eventful time with the 
HV outfit, and young Danny Barton is plumb 
in the middle of all the fun and excitement. 
Ages 8 to 12—$2.50 


SWAMP BOY (A story of the Oke- 
finokee Swamp in Georgia) 


By M. B. Cormack and P. L. Bytovetzski 


Illustrated by Winfield Hoskins 
Teen ages—$2.50 


JOBS THAT TAKE YOU PLACES 


By Joseph Leeming 

This handbook contains definite and practical 
information on how to obtain a job in foreign 
countries. Teen ages—$3.00 


THE WILD WILD WEST 


The dashing lines and pictures in action by 
James Daugherty which compose this exciting 
book tell a new saga of the old-time west. 
Ages 12 up through high school.—$2.50 





DAVID McKAY COMPANY 
Philadelphia 6, Pa. 














Fred Carter Photo 


Wasu. P.L. 


Interior of a typical Pacific Body Builder’s book- 
mobile. Fluorescent lighting now operated by 
A. C. generator. South Wind gasoline heater 
under charging desk that several librarians re- 
port too cumbersome. Rubber matting and 15° 
angle keep books from sliding on wooden shelv- 
ing. Color scheme: ivory and | green enamel with 
light tan mottled linoleum. 


SEATTLE, 


MRS. HELEN GILBERT 


E ASSUME by now that you have gone 


through the stages of deciding on the 
kind, 
vehicle; 
get, groaned and moaned over costs, 


size, and general design of your 
that you have consulted your bud- 
and 
have now come to the question of the ex- 


Here 


the part where you can really enjoy yourself. 


terior and interior finish jobs. comes 
Here you bring out of your files all your 
ideas on color and its effect on humans, all 
your pet ideas on interior decoration; and 
and different, all 


Libraries as well as homes can 


if they are 
the better. 
stand to be redecorated with an eye to mak- 


revolutionary 


ing the users more happy and comfortable. 
You must visualize a library that is pri- 


marily an outdoor one, where service is 


given quickly, and the impression the physi- 


cal library makes is important as a selling 


factor in your successful library service. 


If you have not had bookmobile before 


and this is your first venture perhaps you are 
timid about the use of color, especially in 


the interior finish. Take comfort in the fact 








Planning the 


Interior 


that there have been many pioneers before 
you who have gone through periods of trial 
and error, and have succeeded more often 
than not in creating gay and cheerful mo- 
bile libraries that have won many friends 
and influenced taxpayers to spend really big 
money for them. 

Generally speaking, throughout this dis- 
cussion, the type of bookmobile, where any 
is a unit 
which patrons may be supposed to use like 


extensive decoration is mentioned, 


a regular library, where a 


books from the 


pers mm may 


choose his own shelves, 
stand up with comfort, and move around, 
The panel truck does not require a color 
scheme as carefully worked out, though no 
doubt the librarian cooped up in it would 
appreciate any bone of gayety in the way 
of interior decoration that could be tossed 
his way. 

Let’s begin with the exterior paint job. 
The outside of your bookmobile is the first 
impression your library-on-wheels makes, 
and if it alw ays looks attractive you have 
made the first important step in arousing 
Don't feel too alone in working 
The dealer 
from whom you buy your truck, or the body 
builder with very 


closely, or both, will be glad to cooperate 


interest. 
out this part of your plans. 
whom you will work 
with you in securing the best automobile 
finish available. 
about any special treatment for exterior 


They will also advise you 


finish you may need due to your geographi- 
Without question the paint 
job should be of the finest quality possible 


cal location. 


and comparable with that used on long- 
distance transport trucks. The finish must 


be able to stand up under all sorts of 


take the punishment inflicted by 
branches of trees brushing it while covered 


weather: 


with a fine gritty dust in the heat of sum- 
mer and endure the beating of hail and rain 
or winter frost and snow and perhaps the 
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Exterior and 


—— h 

Ins 
eroding effect of salt air, depending on lo- 
The better the 


finish the more easily it can be taken care 
of. This is no place to economize, for an 


cation of your library. 


inferior paint job will cost you more in the 
end. There is this factor to consider too: 
the continual removal of the truck for new 
paint jobs means taking it out of service, 
and the essence of successful bookmobile 
service is a regularly adhered to schedule. 

The analysis of the recent questionnaire 
sent to libraries using mobile units, shows 
that a primer undercoat was favored five 
It should 
Spe- 


to three on the exterior finish. 
certainly be used if at all possible. 
cific kinds of undercoat primers mentioned 
were aluminum, red oxide, lacquer primer, 
and asphalt paint. If you are doing a con- 
version job, be sure and consult your dealer 
or builder as to whether there will be a 
factory primer coat on your truck when de- 
livered. 

Now we come to the choice of color for 
First of 
all it is wise not to compete with the fire 


the outside of your bookmobile. 


and police departments in your choice of 
colors. Then there are the state and local 
transportation systems to be considered, as 
well as the more popular commercial trucks 
in your vicinity. Usually it is found more 
advisable to choose a color scheme that is 
distinctive without being garish. 

From the questionnaires it would appear 
that the most used color for exterior paint is 
green, in various shades from a lightish 
medium through forest green to dark green. 
Next in popularity comes blue, with shades 
ranging from aqua, robin’s egg, royal, to 
dark blue. black, reds, 
maroon and yellow follow in that order. 


Grey, cream, 


Colors were usually used with combinations 
of lighter or darker self shades, and colors 


in two-tone jobs, or special trims of one sort 
or another. 


The favorite colors for trims 








Schneider and Associates Photo 
WayNeE County, Derrorr, MICH. 
Interior view of 1947 1% ton Ford Vanette 


Wholesaler. Dome and bar fluorescent lights 
operated by truck motor. Hans bus hot water 
heater. Driver's swivel seat used at charging 
desk built by local cabinet maker. Tilted 
wood shelves are to have rubber matting. 
Ceilings and walls are yellow; shelves, yellow 
with red trim; linoleum, maroon. For ex- 
terior view see p. 561. 


were silver, aluminum, cream, red, yellow, 
and grey. 

The majority of those answering the ques- 
tion on lettering favored plain block letters 
overwhelmingly as against Roman _ or 
Gothic. As to the size, six inches was used 
most often, with four and five inches run- 
ning it a close second. The lettering should 
be large enough to be seen quickly by the 
average person, so that the words are easily 
distinguished as the bookmobile flashes by. 
After all, what you are interested in get- 
ting over to the public is that you have a 
mobile type of library service to offer, and 
that your truck is not the oil company’s, the 
school bus, the baker, nor the 10:40 for 
town. 








Mrs. Giutpert’s knowledge of bookmobiles comes from her 
experience as assistant librarian, U. S. Army, 9th Service 
Command, Seattle, Wash., and as county librarian, Gray's 
Harbor County Library, Montesano, Wash. She organized the 
county library system from its beginning and helped design 
its modern deluxe bookmobile, which was purchased in April 
1947. She also served as a member of the Washington Library 
Association’s Committee on Bookmobiles, which planned, de- 
signed, and arranged the purchase of 9 custom built, heated, 
lighted, roomy, walk-in bookmobiles. In October 1947 Mrs. 


Gilbert retired from library work. 
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The wording itself will be more or less 
determined by the type of library service 
you operate, but the simpler it can be kept 
and yet tell the story you want told about 
your library at a glance, the more effective 
it will be. All the libraries reporting used 
the name of the library in the lettering on 
the sides of the trucks. The front and rear 
sections sometimes repeated the same word- 
ing, but often used the words “Bookmobile,” 
“Bookwagon,” or “Book Car.” Phrases such 

“Books for All;” “Books for Everyone;” 
“County Library, Bringing You Infor- 
mation, Recreation, Education;” “This Is 
your Library;” “Traveling Branch;” “Library 
on Wheels;” “Library Bus;” and “Bookmo- 
bile Branch” were used, The word “Free” 
was used in many cases in combination with 
the name of the library and also in phrases 
such as: “Free Book Service;” “Free Read- 
ing for All;” “Free Reading for —— County.” 
In some cases where the bookmobiles had 
been donated, or were memorials, or were 
sponsored by clubs, junior leagues or library 
commissions, this was stated either on the 
sides, the rear, or the doors. 

The use of lettering on the front and rear 
for indicating what your service is helps 
greatly to advertise it. People approaching 
you or riding behind you are thus told 
your story, as well as those who see only 
the sides of the truck. 


Consider Comfort 

Because the bookmobile is, in its very 
nature, an outdoor library service, the com- 
fort of the library’s patrons and the staff 
and the resulting smoothness of operation 
should be considered. If it is at all pos- 
sible, consider very carefully the weather 
stripping and insulation of your bookmobile. 
Whether you operate a bookmobile in the 
cold winters of New England, the desert 
heat of the Southwest, or the mild, but 
often rainy Northwest, weather stripping 
and body insulation pay big dividends. For 
walk-in bookmobiles it is a necessity. If 
your bookmobile is comfortable at all times 
for your staff and patrons, it will more 


nearly serve the purpose you intend, namely 
as a substitute for a library building. Your 
patrons will choose more books if they can 
do so in comfort and fzel at ease in this 
new sort of library you are bringing to 
them. 

The questionnaires show that all too few 
bookmobiles are fully insulated, most of 
them having the standard type around doors 
and windows only. What the experienced 
bookmobile librarian means by insulation in 
a walk-in bookmobile is the usual sort plus 
body insulation of ceilings, walls, and floors 
and all cupboards and wheel housing to 
made them as dustproof as possible. All 
this pays off not only from the standpoint 
of comfort of staff and public, but for the 
protection of the books themselves. Fric- 
tion of dust for one thing is kept at a 
minimum. Remember, your books are not 
stationary on walls as in a library building, 
but are jiggling around on the shelves con- 
stantly, and if yours is a rural library the 
roads can be pretty rugged at times. Dust be- 
tween books and on shelves can be very wear- 
ing on even the best of library bindings. 

In the questionnaires where weather 
stripping was indicated, standard rubber or 
sponge rubber was favored. For insulation, 
fibre glass, rock wool, spun glass and glass 
wool were the kinds used. Local climate 
should determine your preference. 

So, we've come to the delightful job of 
choosing the interior finish: to paint, 
enamel, use either stained and varnished 
wood, or natural wood waxed or preserved 
in some manner, that is the question. 

The ultra conservative will probably fa- 
vor the use of wood finishes as being more 
familiar to library users. Oak, either light 
or dark, has become practically synonymous 
with the thought of a library in most peo- 
ple’s minds. So, if you insist on a library 
atmosphere, wood finish interior is your 
dish. But please consider the wonderful 
help color can be to your outdoor library. 
Be courageous and paint up in cheerful at- 
tractive colors, carefully chosen with the 
bookmobile as a whole unit in mind. 
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From the questionnaires we find that 
metal, either painted or enameled, and 
wood or plywood finishes were used just 
about equally, with just a shade in favor 
of metal. This is not strange when we con- 
sider that the smaller trucks are more often 
used. Masonite was used in some instances 
and two lush jobs were done in leather! 
Where wood was used, varnish was almost 
always used as the finish. 

If you decide to use paint or enamel 
(and the answers here were just about 
evenly divided between the two) you ar- 
rive at the problem of what colors to use. 
There are some basic ideas to consider, such 
as the colors used on the exterior paint job 
so that a pleasing harmony may result, and 
the kind of weather you have the most 
often, whether glare from the sun, or dull 
dark days, or both. Choose then, colors 
that will be pleasantly stimulating, for yours 


MANSFIELD, Ouni0. t 
fittings by H. R. & L. Better Builders, Inc., Mt. Gilead. Pine shelving at 15° angle, with clear 
varnish, chrome edging rubber matting. Cupboards over wheel housing. Utility closet for wraps, 


broom, etc. Linoleum flooring. 


is a busy and a small place. Consider first 
the largest expanse of surface you will have, 
probably the ceiling and upper walls, since 
most of the walls will be broken up by the 
various colors of your books. It is wise to 
avoid large areas of very bright or harsh 
Normally the ceiling should be 
lighter than the walls, blending into the 


contrasts. 


wall color or else in the complementary or 
triad of the color spectrum. Several tones 
of one color may be used very effectively. 
If white is used, be careful that it is not 
going to reflect glare. Better to think in- 
stead of ivory, cream, or an_ off-white. 
Cheerfulness is of the first importance. Be 
sure, too, how the whole color selection 
looks under the type of artificial lights you 
are going to use. Some fluorescent lights 
can absolutely kill a color. 

According to the questionnaires, the color 
most used for ceiling was grey, with cream 





Interior view of Gerstenslager body on a 1% ton 1948 Ford chassis. Interior 


Fluorescent lights, double plexiglass skylights. 
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and ivory next, and green in light shades a 
close third. Aluminum, tan, and yellow 
were the other colors used. For walls, the 
majority again chose grey with cream and 
ivory in second, and white in third place 
along with all the greens. Aluminum, tan, 
and yellow were in the also-ran class. 

If you wish to consider the shelves as a 
separate part of the bookmobile, take a hint 
from the questionnaires, which showed that 
as a rule they were done like the walls, 
being either darker shades of the wall color 
or complementary colors. Remember that 
fingermarks are an item to be considered in 
relation to the lower surfaces, so darker 
tones may be better used here. 

We now turn to the floor, which surely 
must have something on it. This part of the 
walk-in bookmobile takes a beating no mat- 
ter what the weather. Here once more is 
no place to economize because the best is 
none too good. 

Linoleum was the choice in the question- 
naires, more than two to one, over rubber 
matting, with wood, asphalt tile, and rub- 
ber tile limping along in third place. The 
new Youngstown trailer uses Meloflex 
ribbed rubber flooring, especially designed 
for use in buses. It is said to outwear other 
floor covering and costs a little less than 
battleship linoleum. 


Floor Colors 


In the floor colors used, black came first 
with brown, grey, and dark red pushing it 
closely. Many listed mottled 
but failed to give the color. 


linoleum, 
Generally 
speaking, the color of the flooring blended 
with the color scheme used in the interior. 
One word of caution about black or too 
dark colors »n the floor: they do show 
footprints, w.. h means cleaning just as 
often as when a lighter, more cheerful color 
is used. It has been the experience of many 
bookmobile librarians that it pays in the 
end to get a cheerful, lighter, mottled li- 
noleum rather than the darker, plain colors. 
But—whatever kind of linoleum you get be 
sure it is the very best yor: can afford. A 
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good heavy quality of inlaid linoleum is 
money in your pocket. 

Lightening the bookmobile is quite a 
problem whether it be a panel truck or 
the delux walk-in-type. First of all sky- 
lights and as much window space as you 
can spare from shelving is all to the good. 
When it comes to the artificial lighting to be 
used, a good workable lighting system that 
makes all of your books easily seen even on 
the darkest days is really a necessity. With 
lights, your bookmobile day may be length- 
ened by a good hour and a half. Then too 
the bookmobile can be used for occasional 
evening service, for exhibits at Granges, 
fairs, and P.T.A. meetings, when you can 
operate it at night. This pays whopping 
big dividends in increased circulation fig- 
ures. 

Lighting Systems 

Three types of lighting systems are most 
generally in use: first, those operated by the 
truck motor using main bettery and genera- 
Often a heavy duty or larger battery 
is installed and arragements are made to 
recharge the battery each night. This sys- 
tem is practically fool-proof if the battery 
is kept up, because there is little mechanism 


tor. 


to require repair. There is also no noise 
with its operation as there is with a special, 
separate generator system. Two Northwest 
libraries have installed this system and 
found them very satisfactory. Second, 
electric lights, fluorescent or globe that use 
110 volt, A.C., are very satisfactory where 
it is possible to use an extension cord and 
plug in at specified outlets. Be sure and 
check with your local electrician’s code to 
insure that such equipment compiles with 
saftey regulations. This is very adequate 
in sections having rural electric systems. 
The library pays a few cents fee by pre- 
arrangement with stores or gas stations, or 
perhaps with the local electric utility district 
itself. Third there are special generators 
for lighting that provide excellent illumina- 
tion, too. These generators are operated 
independently of the motor truck by a one- 
horse power motor and are well worth 





| 
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They will give enough elec- 


looking into. 
tricity to operate five 40-watt fluorescent 


lights (110v. A.C.). The disadvantages of 
this system include noise and vibration of 
the motor and delicacy of the apparatus, 
which requires skilled electricians to re pair. 
This type of generator should be installed 
in the vehicle in space free from road dirt 
and dust. This is an important angle since 
it is essential that the motor be aircooled. 

The lighting systems for walk-in bookmo- 
biles are still being improved and worked 
on with the aim of providing good lighting 
that is fool-proof, at reasonable cost. So 
far as we know there is no absolutely per- 
fect lighting for bookmobiles as yet. But 
those librarians who have installed floures- 
cent lights have found that they pay in the 
end in making for better, more comfortable, 
more efficient service to the patrons. One 
bit of advice that will save you endless 
headaches is to be sure that whatever type 
of lighting you install can be serviced by 
someone in your area. 


Adequate Lighting Necessary 

Lighting systems may not be as important 
for bookmobiles being operated in sections 
of the country where there is much bright 
sun a good part of the year, or where the 
days are long, but across the Northern states 
from west to east the value of the extra 
daylight hours of service cannot be denied. 
Also, as service to adults receives more em- 
phasis, and evening stops are more fre- 
quent, adequate lighting in the walk-in 
bookmobile is a necessity, not a luxury. 

The information in the questionnaires in 
regard to types of light switches was too 
fragmentary to draw and definite conclu- 
sions. It would certainly be desirable to 
have electric outlets at each end of the 
bookmobile for conveinence in using pro- 
jectors and other types of electrical equip- 
ment. 
bookmobile _ it 
would be sensible to consult a good lighting 


When you plan your 





engineer just as one would consult one if 
building a home. He can measure the 
proper foot candle power you will need at 
various spots on the bookmobile and give 
you the latest information on lighting sys- 
tems for mobile units. 

Regarding other lights, such as riding 

lights, headlights, and floor lighting at steps 
and doors, be guided by your own state laws 
for vehicles in your class, and be sure to 
comply with all regulations so that you may 
pass the state tests before you take to the 
road, 
“recommenda- 
was left blank in all but one or two 
instances in the questionnaire, it is to be 
assumed that the librarians as a whole were 
satisfied with their bookmobiles. 


Since the column marked 
tions” 


Too much emphasis cannot be given the 
fact that the service you get from your 
bookmobile will be in direct proportion to 
what you put into it. The original cost of 
a large, well-equipped, colorful, well lighted 
unit may seem overwhelming to you and 
your board. But consider it as an invest- 
ment in a new and modern building, mobile 
instead of stationary, serving people who 
would otherwise never know the joys of 
using a library. You may be sure that they 
will reward you with such a wholehearted 
response that even your severest critics are 
silenced. 





: TRANSFORMERS 


Theory and Construction, by 
W. C. Sealey. An authoritative 
presentation of modern trans- 
former theory and practice. In- 
cludes specific information that 
has not been previously avail- 
able in one volume. 250 pages, 
544 x 84, illustrated, cloth, jack- 
eted, $3.00, 1948. 


COST ACCOUNTING 


by Reitell and Harris. Third 
Edition. Cost book built upon 
the foundation of proven practices; methods pre- 
sented taken from companies where they are in suc- 
cessful operation. 720 pages, 6 x 9, illustrated, cloth, 
jacketed, $7.50, 1948. 


INTERNATIONAL TEXTBOOK COMPANY 


Scranton 9, Pennsylvania 
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Consider 


STEWART 


LIBRARIAN may be convinced beyond 
A argument that mobile service is eco- 
nomical as compared with fixed locations, 
that for some types of service it is superior 
to any other other kind of agency, and that 
a bookmobile has great dramatic appeal and 
appeal and publicity value. 

In the final analysis, however, whether 
or not a given library acquires a bookmobile 
is largely dependent on the dollars and cents 
considerations involved in purchasing and 
maintaining it. It would, then, be highly 
desirable, if it were possible to present a 
body of statistical data concerning bookmo- 
bile purchase and maintenance costs which 
would serve as a sound and comprehensive 
guide to the inexperienced librarian ap- 
proaching the problem of acquiring mobile 
equipment. 

Questionnaires concerning, among a vari- 
ety of other things, the purchase price and 
annual maintenance costs of bookmobiles 
were circulated widely to libraries using 
mobile equiqment. Unhappily for the 
writer trying to tabulate and interpret the 
information collected and for the librarians 
needing it, the statistics couldn’t be made 
to jell. There were too many gaps in the 
data, too much variance and incompleteness 
and, one suspects regretfully, too many in- 
accuracies to permit valid conclusions or 
sound generalization. 

For example, bookmobile purchase costs 
for 127 pieces of equipment show a range 
of from $400-$7924. Annual operating 
expenses vary from $58 in one library to 
$1681 in another. Even the cost of the 
specific item, insurance, shows such a 
range (from $21 to $369 per year for ex- 
actly the same types of insurance) as to 








As pmector of the St. Louis County Library, Overland, Mo., 
Mr. Smith has had an opportunity to observe a variety of 
types of bookmobiles. His library operates a fleet of seven 
mobile units: three bookmobiles and four trailers. 
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the Cost 


W. SMITH 


make generalization impossible without 
further facts. One attempting to interpret 
these figures intelligently would have 
needed much more complete information 
about how old the bookmobiles were, how 
large, what type, how many miles they 
traveled a year, gasoline prices in various 
areas, the amount of insurance carried, and 
many other things not covered by the ques- 
tionnaires. 


Average Costs 


Aside, then, from stating that the average 
cost of 127 bookmobiles was found to be 
$3076, that of 8 trailers $1979, and that 
annual operating costs of 72 bookmobiles, 
for which figures of sorts were available, 
averaged $553, the questionnaires will have 
to be ignored in the remainder of this 
discussion. 

If anything specified is to be said about 
the problem of costs it will have to reflect 
the writer’s personal opinions and experi- 
ence, rather than the thoughts of librarians 
throughout the land. 

This is unfortunate indeed. 
meat, as far as mobile equipment is con- 
cerned, may well be another man’s arsenic. 
For what they are worth, however, my 
ideas and suggestions with respect to book- 
mobile and trailer purchasing and operating 
costs are listed as follows. 

1. Generally speaking, books can be cir- 
culated more economically and dramatically 
with mobile equipment than in fixed loca- 
tions. One staff, one book collection, one 
parcel of overhead suffices for many more 
people than, for instance, a branch or de- 
posit station. In addition, people like book- 
They are exciting, modern and 


One man’s 


mobiles. 
colorful. 

2. Before signing your bookmobile order 
on the dotted line be sure you are getting 
the unit which will best suit your needs. 
If you are buying only one piece of equip- 


S 
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ment it will have to be adequate in size 
as well as versatile. If you contemplate 
several mobile units you will probably wish 
to specialize. For instance, a small book- 
mobile can serve small rural schools ade- 
quately. A large trailer to serve large 
schools or adult stops where moves are less 
frequent, has decided advantages, in addi- 
tion to cost, over self-powered vehicles. 
Perhaps a bookmobile which can not only 
give direct service but which can double 
as a trailer towing unit is your best bet. If 
you buy a trailer you will, of course, need 
a truck to move it. 
towed by 
much more staisfactory." 


Small trailers can be 
passenger cars, but trucks are 


Consider Size 


3. After analyzing carefully your service 
requirements, give consideration to ques- 
tions of climate, the distance between ser- 
vice points, the type of roads you must 
travel, and the general character of the 
terrain. A large bookmobile or trailer may 
be ideal in some localities and a white 
elephant in others. In some climates sky- 
lights are ideal, while in others they are 
impractical. Your problem may be keeping 
cool in summer or warm in winter—or both. 
All of these items enter the cost picture 
since they play a part in determining the 
size of your unit and the amounts and kinds 
of various pieces of equipment you will re- 
quire. 

4. Consider the problem of storage. Will 
it be neccesary to keep your vehicle under 
cover? If so, do you have your own garage? 
If “ee. 
commodate your equipment at a reasonable 
figure? 


is there one nearby which can ac- 


If you decide to build your own 
garage, make certain it is large enough not 
only for present equipment, but for any 
you may acquire in the future. The writer 
knows of one garage which, ostensibly, was 
built to house a bookmobile but which, 
among other inadequacies, has such a low 
door that no bookmobile or trailer could ever 
be stored in it. 


'For further discussion of these factors see page 543. 





5. Do not overlook insurance. Most 
libraries find it necessary to carry public 
liability, property damage, fire and theft in- 
surance. Rates vary somewhat from one local- 
ity to another, but the bills recur annually. 

6. Investigate gasoline, oil, and similar 
costs. Estimate your anticipated annual 
mileage and attempt to figure your cost 
accordingly. In this connection, it might 
bewise to consider the desirability of mak- 
ing your garage large enough to accom- 
modate your own gasoline pump and oil 
barrel. Perhaps you should even make pro- 
vision for washing and greasing your own 
equipment. By shopping around a bit you 
should at least be able to obtain discounts 
on gasoline and oil. Both greasing and 
cleaning can present problems as well as 
costing money. If your vehicle is a large one 
you may have trouble finding a service sta- 
tion which can accommodate it. A book- 
mobile can be washed outside during sum- 
mer, spring, and early fall, but not when 
the thermometer hovers near freezing. 


Total Costs 
Having weighed the preceding sugges- 
tion carefully, or if you prefer, starting 
from this point, you might consider the 
following guesses as to purchase cost. 
These figures represent total costs and in- 
clude shelving and other equipment: 
Small bookmobile $2500-$3000 
( Probably representing conversion of a stand- 


ard truck and body) 

Medium-sized bookmobile $3500-$4000 
(Chassis with special body) 

Large bookmobile $5000-$10,000 or more 
(Special body with all the gadgets) 

25’ to 28’ trailer $2000-$2500 
(Complete with shelving, etc.) 


8. By the same token, and taking into 
consideration the possibility of all sorts of 
variables, you should probably anticipate 
total annual operation and maintenance 
costs, including insurance, storage and de- 
preciation, of between $700 to $1200. 
This, of course, is exclusive of staff require- 
ments and book collections. 

(Continued on page 562) 
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Extends Your 
Library Service 


RIGHT: Wayne County, Michigan solved their 
Bookmobile problem by employing the ver- 
satile Vanette to pull a heavy trailer. By de- 
taching the trailer in one community and 
servicing another with the Vanette Bookmo- 
bile, they found it possible to serve two 
areas at once at tittle additional cost. 
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LEFT: Wayne County's Vanette @ hos 
plenty of room for shelving and qe 
swivel seat and charging desk. Shajled 
at an angle to prevent the book# or 
sliding without the use of straps oF 














anette ‘Library on Wheels’’ pro- 
gn economical and efficient way 


tending library service. 


men and women drivers applaud 
stte’s roominess and ease of 


ling. The Bookmobile body is a 


standard low cost unit mounted on 
Ford chassis. It comes complete with 
shelving, charge out desk, and other 
equipment ready to go into service. 
Vanette Bookmobiles are available . 
from your Ford dealer. See him or 


write us for detailed specifications. 


eternal 


VANETTE 


(OTTER YA 
BROOKS & PERKINS, INC. 


2457 WOODWARD AVENUE 


DETROIT 1, MICHIGAN 
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(Continued from page 559) 

9. If possible under your financial setup 
make an annual allowance for depreciation 
and establish a sinking fund for replacement 
of your bookmobile when it is worn out or 
obsolete. Depending on the usage it re- 
ceives, a bookmobile may last from five to 
ten years or more. 

10. Most bookmobiles in the past have 
been purchased out of public monies. 
Don’t overlook the posibility of obtaining 
one as a gift. Parent Teachers Associations, 
mothers clubs, men’s service clubs, etc., are 
fertile sources of funds for such purposes. 
As has been stated before, bookmobiles are 
dramatic and exciting and carry a strong 
appeal, especially if they are to be used for 
service to children. 


Gift Expenses 


11. By all means, however, look the gift 
horse in the mouth in case some one wishes 
Having taken 
the prev iously mentioned annual cost items 
don't forget that you 
have to staff the unit, that it may require 
If it does, 
your cataloging and other processing ex- 


to give you a bookmobile. 
into consideration, 
its own special book collection. 
penses will also be increased. 


12. Remember, too, that 
happen, both small and large, and that your 


accidents can 
insurance won't cover everything. Exteriors 
and interiors need occasional repainting and 
refurbishing. Motors need repair and tires 
wear out. And while it may be a compara- 
tively small item, you might have to pay 
for electricity or even install your own meter 
if you plug in on A.C. current at your stops. 

13. It is probably literally true that, as 
the old saw hath it, “It is not the original 
cost, but the upkeep,” that is the major 
problem. In fact, it is the writer's con- 
sidered opinion that, if all the factors noted 
it will 
be found that it costs as much or more to 


here are taken into consideration, 


operate a bookmobile for a year than it 
does to purchase one in the first place. 

14. Are there any short cuts—any ways 
in which annual costs may be reduced? 
and only one that the 
Hire a driver who is not 


Yes, there is one, 
writer knows of. 
only careful and will see that the equipment 
is not abused, but who has sufficient me- 
chanical ability to perform at least minor 
repair operations. 

15. Above all, do not let these costs dis- 
turb you unduly. 
resent the expenditure of dollars and cents. 
As a book circulating medium you will 


All library services rep- 


probably receive a larger return for your 
money from a bookmobile then through 
any other distribution agency you may 
employ. 





Novelty Carriage 


Custom-Built 


BOOKMOBILES 
Serve the West Best! 


EXPERIENCE DESIGNED 


to provide every aid for quick, easy, efficient 
use. 


EXPERIENCE BUILT 


of quality materials by skilled workmen, for 
years of service. 


EXPERIENCE TESTE) 


by library extension services from the Mis- 
sissippi to the Pacific. 


For full information, or for cost estimates for 
Bookmobile bodies incorporating your special 
ideas, write. . 


NOVELTY CARRIAGE WORKS 
W. 817 Second Ave. Spokane 8, Wash. 
A MARR RA LAT 
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ROUND-UP 


MILDRED W. SANDOE 


¢ was in 1907 that Mary L. Titcomb, 

librarian, Washington-County Free Li- 
brary, Hagerstown, Md., pioneered with the 
first book wagon giving library service. 

Since then the use of the bookmobile has 
grown by leaps and bounds. Today book- 
mobile service is one medium that every 
library interested in giving extension service 
must keep in mind. City libraries as well 
as county and regional units make use of 
the bookmobile along with the branch, the 
station, and direct mail service. 

Recently a group of librarians complained 
that the bookmobile was being over empha- 
sized; that bookmobiles simply couldn't 
give the service reports credited them with 
giving. It was understand the 
feeling of these librarians. They were fa- 
miliar only with bookmobiles that were 
small in size and in accomplishment. Too 
little planning and thought had gone into 
the part these bookmobiles were to play in 
the library’s over-all program of reaching 


easy to 


readers. 
Adequate Service 


You do not insure good bookmobile ser- 
vice simply by buying a few shelves on 
wheels and sending them rolling. A book- 
mobile gives good service only when the 
territory it is to cover is “bookmobile 
country,” when its book collection is ade- 
quate to bring the people the materials 
needed to enrich their lives and when its 
staff is capable and enthusiastic about the 
task entrusted to its care. It takes vision, 
planning, skill, enthusiasm, physical stam- 
ina, and dollars to insure good bookmobile 
service. Where it is impossible to have 
adequate bookmobile service, or where 
other types of service would be better, few 
experienced bookmobile librarians would 
recommend its use. Used as it should be, 
as an introduction to the main library or the 
large branch, as a supplement to these more 


adequate units of service, as a feeler for 
book interest in a community and a help in 
spotting branch locations, or to 
cover thinly populated areas, smaller cen- 
tralized schools and small communities, the 
bookmobile can perform a valuable service 
and ata comparatively low cost. It is very 
often better than the small branch. Far 
too often small branches are not staffed by 
trained librarians, and far too often their 
book collections are not fresh and up-to- 


future 





First book wagon to give library service (1907), 
Washington Co. Free Library, Hagerstown, Md. 


date. Perhaps one good way to decide 
whether branch or bookmobile service 
would better serve a given group of people 
would be to decide whether or not you 
could afford to place at least one trained 
librarian in the branch for all hours when 
the branch is open and could supply this 
branch with a book collection adequate 
both in size and in freshness. If you can 
afford the branch described, and are sure it 
will be used, by all means have a branch. 


Miss Sanpoe’s chapter on bookmobiles in her County Li- 
brary Primer (1942) was one of the most helpful general 
evaluations of mobile library service to appear in professional 
literature. 


As state library organizer in Ohio, she has continued her 
interest in bookmobile service and sees standardization of 
mobile units as the next step. 


She was president of the Library Extension Division of the 
A.L.A. when the publication of this manual was planned. 


er  ————————————EeEeEeEEE 
ee eeaeasaS—S=$<$>oO 


63 





564 A.L.A. BULLETIN: NOVEMBER 1948, PART II 


If not, you'd better consider good bookmo- 
bile service, as it is far superior to that of 
any library station. 
What is bookmobile 
seems to be evidence that one bookmobile 


country? There 
can, if sizable enough, service adequate ‘ly a 
territory containing some 20,000 to 25 000 
people. Ohio figures show that the Troy 
bookmobile, a 1% ton truck 
2500 books, serves 


capable of 
20,000 
while in the 


carrying 2200 to 
residents of Miami County, 
part of Lucas County served by the Lucas 
Maumee, it takes two book- 
serve 


County Library, 
mobiles, plus several branches, to 
60,000 residents. Ideal bookmobile 
then might be partially defined as country 
with a population of 15,000 to 25,000. 
Here are some clues to use. 


country 


Few communities of more than 1000 
population should be considered for per- 
manent bookmobile service. Bookmobiles 
may be used temporarily in communities of 
larger size, but more to feel out the type of 
agency and to 


spot the desirable location for a branch 


needed, to create interest, 


rather than to give indefinite service them- 
selves. When in doubt, it is wise to begin 
with a bookmobile, progressing to branch 
service as service demands the funds per- 
mit. It is very difficult to replace a branch 
with bookmobile less difficult 
to substitute a branch for a bookmobile 


service; far 


stop. 


Bookmobile Communities 


than a thousand 


bookmobile 


Communities of less 


population are natural com- 


munities. Where there are many such small 
communities a bookmobile can give them 
good service at a moderate cost. 

The small centralized school or the larger 
one to three room rural school (30 to 600 
pupil enrolment) can easily and _ satisfac- 
torily be given public library service by 
Please note use of the term 
“public library service.” No bookmobile can 


take the place of an adequate school li- 


bookmobile. 


brary nor does the bookmobile attempt this 
task. Its role is to enrich the student’s book 


experience by bringing him recreational and 
collateral reading. 

If the bookmobile is to serve both schools 
and communities, it must be able to carry 
a collection of books large enough in num- 
bers and varied in scope to serve both 
groups adequately. A minimum of 1800 
to 2500 books should be considered unless 
the schools and the villages are very small. 
Even so, where funds and the number of 
people to be served will justify the use of 
more than one bookmobile, it is wise to use 
separate units for service to schools and to 
This has been done with outstand- 
Ohio, where 
units on the 


weekly, one unit 


adults. 
ing results in Lucas Couty, 
there are two bookmobiles 
road five days apiece 
specializing in service to schools, the other, 
in service to adults. This insures for each 
unit a professional library specialist working 
with a specialized book collection. Where 
more than one bookmobile is not possible, 
it is desirable, although not always possible, 
to have two trained librarians on the book- 
mobile, one a chidren’s specialist, the other, 
a specialist in adult service. In Ohio the 
Warren Public Library, the Cincinnati Pub- 
lic Library, the Newark Public Library, 
and the Youngstown Library all 
have adult and children’s specialists on their 


Public 


bookmobile staffs. 
Roads, weather, 
tween stops are all items to be considered 


and the driving time be- 


in determining bookmobile country. Any 
road a school bus can negotiate, a bookmo- 
bile can negotiate too. Only in country 
where roads are blocked for long periods by 
snow do these factors seem to make a book- 
mobile an unwise buy. Driving time be- 
tween stops is another matter. 

There can be no formula worked out, I 
fear, that will show just when the amount 
of driving time makes such service uneco- 
nomical. Perhaps the best way of deciding 
whether or not results fail to justify the 
means is to establish total costs of bookmo- 
bile service and then reduce these to cost 


per circulation. Comparison of these cost 


figures with comparable figures for your 
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branches and main library will give you 
valuable information. In Ohio, few book- 
mobiles cover more than 30 to 40 miles a 
day. This means driving time spent does 
not average more than 1/2 to 2 hours out of 
an 8 hour bookmobile day. Such bookmo- 
biles have yearly operating budgets of from 
$6000 to $8000, circulate from 60,000 to 
160,000 books yearly. We do not consider 
the cost per circulation of these Ohio units 
extravagant. In fact, Ohio thinks it gets a 
lot for its bookmobile dollar. 

When choosing the bookmobille you will 
buy, choose one that will do the job you 
expect of it. Most important factors are 
the book capacity and the patron capacity 
required. 

The book capacity will depend first of 
all upon whether or not both schools and 
adult communities are to be served by the 





same truck. If they are, the size of the 
communities and the number and enrol- 
ment of the schools must be ascertained and 
the probable book needs determined for the 
schedule on the heaviest service days. The 
librarian should plan for the largest book 
capacity possible up to at least 2500 vol- 
umes. Let only climate or road conditions 
restrict volume up to that point. Finances 
should not enter into the picture. If there 
are not enough funds to provide the book- 
mobile with at least 1800 to 2500 books, 
the ability of the unit to render effective 
service might well be questioned. Cer- 
tainly it should, unless schools and villages 
to be serviced are both very small. 

Where all age groups are to be served 
by the same unit, the advantages of all 
inside versus inside-outside shelving must 
be weighed. The unit with inside shelving 


a 


mE ges i. es 
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School children crowd around a TVA Regional Library Service bookmobile when it stops at Wolf 
Creek school, a consolidated school in Rhea County, Tenn. 
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only saves wear and tear on the staff but 
cuts down book capacity and ease and 
speed of handling patrons. It is also more 
difficult with this unit to segregate adult 
books that you do not wish children to take. 
On the other hand, if the truck will be out 
in sub-zero weather many days in succes- 
sion, ideas for outside shelving should be 
discarded. If only children or only adults 
are to be served, the unit can be smaller, 
and most arguments will be in favor of an 
all inside shelving. Stack shelving is also 
being tried out in several parts of the coun- 
try. To me t)ese bookmobiles do not seem 
very practical where more than a few pa- 
Arrange- 
ment of shelves makes supervision of young 
readers difficult and congestion of bor- 
rowers inevitable.? 


trons are to be served at a time. 


Consider Distances 

Distances from bookmobile stops to other 
service areas must be considered in deciding 
when one or the other unit is the more ad- 
visable. For city stops or for large village 
or school stops on city fringes, the trailer 
may be advisable. Large library systems 
needing two or more bookmobile units may 
also find the trailer an economy. For more 
rural areas or for libraries having no second 
trucks or car to serve as a pulling unit and 
no need to use such a unit aside from the 
bookmobile service program, a trailer might 
be a bad buy. 

The length of time between trips also 
affects the size of the unit. A bookmobile 
operating on a two-week schedule can allow 
fewer books per borrower and still give good 
service: The one making monthly stops 
must allow more books per borrower, hence 
carry a larger per capita book stock. By 
all means operate on a two week schedule 
if that can be managed. 

The actual location and length of stops 
is another problem for the bookmobile 
librarian. School stops are a simple matter 
as the school location is fixed and the time 
needed at each stop can be worked out 


For further discussion of shelving see pages 548-551. 


with the school staff. It is best to separate 
adult and school stops. The adult stop 
varies from fifteen minutes to several hours. 
For adults, early or late afternoon stops 
seem best for rural areas, while urban areas 
often respond well to morning or evening 
stops. The noon hour is usually a bad time 


for either a rural or urban stop. 


Staff Is Important 


The bookmobile | staff than any 
other factor will make or ruin the service 


more 
of your book truck. Since one of the prin- 
cipal advantages of the bookmobile is its 
ability to take both books and the worker 
trained to make books most useful to people 
to the rural patron, no bookmobile should 
function without at least one trained librar- 
ian on it at all times. This librarian should, 
unless the unit is serving very small groups 
indeed, have a driver-clerk or better still a 
driver and a clerk. Bookmobile work takes 
a lot out of the librarian. Both physically 
and mentally the demands made upon her 
are far from light. It seems unfair that the 
added strain of driving should be placed 
upon her. Having a driver may mean a 
10 to 15 minute relaxation period for the 
librarian between stops and this in tum 
means better service for patrons at later 
service points. Today a good bookmobile 
librarian will cost from $2400 to $3600, 
more if she directs more than one motor 
unit. The driver can be either a man or a 
woman for all but the largest trailer or bus 
units. 'Women drive several 1% ton Ohio 
bookmobiles and with as little trouble and 
as much care as the men drivers serving on 
other Ohio units. Women are often better 
clerks than men; consequently make better 
driver-clerks. 

It is unfortunate that there has been so 
little done toward the standardization of 
bookmobiles. With standardization will 
come speed of delivery, elimination of 
costly mistakes of judgment made by the 
inexperienced extension librarian full of 
bright ideas, and a great reduction in cost of 


units. Librarians willing to use already 
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standardized units will find in the (Ford) 
Vanette heavy duty % ton and 1% ton 
models, and in the 1% ton bookmobile built 
by Pacific Body Builders, Inc., units capa- 
ble of carrying 1200 books, 1800 books, 
and 2500 books, respectively. The smallest 
unit mentioned can be purchased and 
equipped at a cost of $3000; the medium 
size unit at a cost of $3500; while the large 
unit is now selling at $7000 to $7800. An 
order of 100 would reduce the cost of the 
latter to $5500. The Gerstenslager Com- 
pany, Wooster, Ohio, is also heading in the 
direction of standardization. Although this 
company builds custom bodies, it is recom- 
mending three standardized body types: 
the separate body type, the conventional 
integral unit, and the cab-over-engine in- 





tegral unit. Prices range from $4000 to 
around $7000 for recommended models. 

Libraries not using these standardized 
units will have to design their own book- 
mobile bodies and choose the chassis on 
which to have them placed. Before the war 
small and medium bookmobiles holding 
1800 to 2200 books cost from $1600 to 
$2300. Today these bookmobiles are cost- 
ing from $4000 to $6500. 

It is hoped that this publication (incom- 
plete though it may be) will encourage 
better mobile units and better bookmobile 
service. May it help too, to speed the day 
when a bookmobile, like a Ford sedan, can 
be purchased sight unseen, product to be 
delivered, known.? 


1 For further discussion of standardization see page 534. 


Adult readers often find it convenient to meet the bookmobile at a gasoline service station. 
(Southside Regional Library, Boydton, Va.) 
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Strength Attractiveness 


Service 


There Is A Difference 
You'll Like 


Bound to Stay Bound 
Built to Last Longer 


THE DIFFERENCE IS ESPECIALLY 
NOTICEABLE IN BOOKMOBILE 
SERVICE 


NEW METHOD BOOK 
BINDERY, INC. 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 


STURDY CONSTRUCTION 
SMART APPEARANCE 


i 7 


PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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The specially designed Trailmobile li- 
brary trailer—such as the Youngstown and 
Mahoning County “bookmobile’’—assures 
years of efficient trouble-free operations for 
library extension service. Then, too, trim 
lines and interior design add to the smart 
appearance, both inside and out, of the 
Trailmobile library trailer. 


For complete information call your near- 
by Trailmobile representative or write The 
Trailmobile Company, Cincinnati 9, Ohio. 


“ie TRAILMOBILE or 


Tell Them You Saw Their Advertisement in the A.L.A. Bulletin 
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Append ix 


Specilications of Representative Small, 
Medium and large Bookmobiles 


a purpose of this appendix is to give 
examples of specifications that on the 


The book- 


whole are proving satisf: ictory. 


mobiles reported were listed by size, 


type and make; the number of each make 
of vehicle, in each size and type, was 
noted to determine which predominated. 
Questionnaires for these bookmobiles were 
examined for completeness of data and for 
the types most fully recommended by the 
reporting librarian. The final se lection took 
into account also the body builders who 
have helped librarians to achieve some de- 
gree of standardization and whose _ book- 
mobiles are generally available. 

Planning a bookmobile that is well suited 
to the needs of the library and that is as 
economical as possible requires careful 
and thorough study of many details. A 
bookmobile checklist makes such a study 
easier. It calls attention to items which 
other librarians have found should be con- 


sidered. In addition it provides a con- 
venient way to record decisions so that 
they can be referred to as needed. 

Checklists, based on the specifications 
covered in this appendix, have been pre- 
pared by the Bookmobiles Sub-Committee 
to cover such main points as: audio-visual 
materials and equipment, bookmobile stops, 
probable number of trips, etc. Under each 
of these points are listed related items. 

These checklists are available for the fol- 
lowing types of bookmobiles: chassis with 
factory-built body, chassis with custom-built 
body, factory-built trailer, custom-built trail- 
er, converted vehicle such as a school bus or 
station wagon. 

If you are planning to purchase a book- 
mobile and wish to have one of these check- 
lists to help you, you can obtain one by 
writing to the Public Library Office, Ameri- 
can Library Association, 50 E. Huron St., 
Chicago 11, Il. 


SPECIFICATIONS OF A REPRESENTATIVE SMALL BooKMosiLeE (EXAMPLE 1) 


_ bookmobile, with inside shelving, has the Senior Vanette body on a heavy duty % 


¥ 


ton Ford chassis, although it is often referred to as the 1 ton Vanette. The Vanette 
Wholesaler can also be obtained, on a 1% ton chassis with dual rear wheels. 


IOSCO COUNTY LIBRARY, Tawas City, Mich. 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF VEHICLE 
Kind: Truck with custom-built body 
Chassis: 

Make: Ford Year: 1947 Model: 
Brakes: Hydraulic Generator: 30 
hours J 

Body: 

Type: Custom-built walkin 
side) 70” 
concealed pocket 
ing firm: Vanette, Inc., Detroit, Mich. 

Equipment: 


Tires: Make: Goodyear Size: 750 x 17 
569 


Length (inside): 134” 
Location of doors: Both sides of front and rear double, side doors slide into 
Location of windows: 


¥ 


Cab-over-engine Size: % ton heavy duty 
amps Wheels: Standard Battery: 100 amp 


Width (inside) 70” Height (in- 


Front and rear doors Name of body build- 


rear: 700 x 17 front Tread: Standard Ply: 


SPLEEN 
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8 ply rear; 6 ply front Spare tiré well: Underneath rear of truck Heater: Make: 


Southwind Type: Gas Location: Feet of driver Used for air conditioning: No 
Lights: Type: Sealed beam Number: 10 Location: Front, rear, and _ interior 
Operated by truck motor: Yes Steps: Number at each door: 1 rear How controlled: 
Stationary Ventilator: Number: 1 Windshield wipers: Number: 2 


Recommendations: Larger heater to be installed. Carry 2 fire extinguishers which will also 
inflate a tire. Electric lock gas tank cover. 


EXTERIOR FINISH 
Painting: Colors: Lemon yellow and titian maroon Undercoat: Sprayed with 3M _ undercoating 
Lettering: Colors: Red and Silver Style: Block Size: 6” x 8” 
Wording: Sides; IOSCO COUNTY LIBRARY BOOKMOBILE Rear: LIBRARY ON 
WHEELS Front: BOOKMOBILE 


INTERIOR FINISH 
Material used: Metal Sealed to dustproof: Yes Ceiling: Color: Yellow enamel Walls: 
Yellow enamel Shelving: Color: Natural wood, varnish Floor covering: Color: Brick 

Kind: Rubber 


INTERIOR FITTINGS 
Shelving—Regular sized books: 

Material: Plywood No. of feet: 84’ Book capacity: 1250 Location: Inside well 
of truck Height: 10”, 11”, 13” Depth: 12%” Angle: 2%” slant Devices for 
holding books on shelves: 4” plywood dividers 

Shelving—Odd sized books: 


Material: Wood No. of feet: 6’ 11” x 18’ x 18” Location: 11” bottom row, 13” second 
TOW 
Shelving—Magazines: Material: Wood Magazine capacity: 4 only with 3 issues each 
Location: Rear sidewall 
Seats: Driver: Swivel-adjustable 2nd person: Swivel -adjustable 


PURCHASE COST 
Total (including chassis, body, equipment & shelving but excluding books and other materials): 
$2947.56 
Cost for items purchased separately: Chassis & Body: $2400.91 


FINANCING OF PURCHASES: 
Amount appropriated from tax sources: Local $1087.56 
Amount contributed from other sources: Organizations: $1860.00 
Organization involved: Friends of the Library 


MAINTENANCE COSTS PER YEAR: (Has been in use for only a few weeks) 
License .50¢ Storage: To be stored in county owned garage Items obtained at less than 


cost and how obtained: Gas and oil purchased through county garage, tax exempt. _ License 
fee, 50¢ on county owned vehicle. 


STAFF: Can woman operate bookmobile? Yes 


SPECIFICATIONS OF A REPRESENTATIVE SMALL BookMoBILE (EXAMPLE 2) 


HIs bookmobile, with inside-outside shelving, is one of more than fifty built by the 


Durham Body Works on a % ton Chevrolet chassis, according to specifications drawn 
up by the North Carolina Library Commission. 


NANTAHALA REGIONAL LIBRARY, Murphy, North Carolina 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF VEHICLE 
Kind: Truck with standard body 
Chassis: 











— 
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Make: Chevrolet Year: 1947 Model: Conventional Size: % ton Brakes: Hy- 


draulic Wheels: Standard Springs: Standard plus overload Battery: Standard 
Recommendations: Would recommend all above items 
Body: 
Type: Panel Changes: Panels cut to form doors for outside shelving Name of body 
building firm: Durham Body Works Address: East Durham, North Carolina 
Equipment: 
Tires: Size: 600 x 16 Ply: 6 ply Spare tire well: Location: Beneath body at rear 
Lights: Location in bookmobile: Front and rear Defroster: Number: 1 Windshield 


wipers: 2 
Recommendations: Would recommend all above items 


EXTERIOR FINISH 


Painting: Colors: Green Lettering: Color: White 
Wording: Sides: NANTAHALA REGIONAL LIBRARY Rear: Cherokee, Clay, Graham Counties 
Free Book Service Front: BOOKMOBILE 


INTERIOR FINISH 


Material used: Metal Sealed to dustproof: No Ceiling: Color: Grey, enamel Walls: 
Color: Grey, enamel Shelving: Color: Grey, enamel Floor covering: Color: Black 


Kind: Rubber 


INTERIOR FITTINGS 
Shelving—Regular sized books 
Material: Metal No. of feet shelving: 30’ outside, 35’ inside Book capacity: 550 Lo- 
cation: Inside & outside Height: 9” Depth: 8%” Angle: Slight Rubber mat- 
ting: Yes 
Other devices for holding books on shelves: Heavy wire, book ends, and Bungee cord 
Shelving—Odd sized books 


Material: Metal Book capacity: 80 vols. Location: Below regular shelves and in front 
of rear wheels 
Seats: Driver: Stationary 2nd person: Stationary 
Bulletin Boards: How many: 1 Material: Composition Dimensions: 2’ x 4’ Uses: Dis- 


play of schedules, book jackets, etc. 
PURCHASE COST 
Total (including chassis, body, equipment & shelving but excluding books and other materials): 
$1569.12 Chassis & body: $1042.92 Converting to bookmobile: $526.20 


FINANCE OF PURCHASE 
Amount appropriated from tax sources: Local: $1286.70 State Aid: $282.42 


MAINTENANCE COSTS PER YEAR 


Items obtained at less than cost and how: Gas: Wholesale price by purchasing through school 


STAFF 


Number of staff per trip: Usually 2 Can woman operate bookmobile? Yes 


SPECIFICATIONS OF A REPRESENTATIVE Mepium BookmosiLe (EXAMPLE 1) 


QO” of a number built by the Baltimore Body Corp., this bookmobile is another good 
example of the adaptation of a standard truck with cab- -over-engine body. (Inside 


shelving) 


PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY MEMORIAL LIBRARY, Hyattsville, Md. 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF VEHICLE 
Kind: Truck with standard body—Metro 
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Chassis: 

Make: International Year: 1947 Model: Cab-over-engine Size: 1 ton Brakes: 
Hydraulic Generator: 30 amps Wheels: Standard Springs: Standard Bat- 
tery: Heavy Duty Recommendations: Would recommend all items. 

Body: 
Type: Standard walkin package delivery truck Changes: Steps added 
Equipment: 
Tires: Make: Firestone Size: 750 x 16 Tread: Std. Ply: 8 Spare tire well 


location: Under rear center of body 
Heater: Make: B 29 Type: Electric hot air Location: Left bottom shelf back of 


driver Used for air conditioning: Air fan 

Lights: Type: Standard Number: 4 inside Location: Center front to rear Operated 
by truck motor: Yes Larger generator required: No 

Steps: Number at each door: 2 sides, 2 rear 

Ventilator: Number: right and left sides Type: Standard Defroster: Type: Electric fan 


Windshield wipers: Number: 2 Oil filter: Yes 


EXTERIOR FINISH 


Painting: Color: Light green Undercoat: Factory prime coat 
Lettering: Colors: Dark blue trimmed in white Size: 5” 
Wording: Sides: PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY MEMORIAL LIRBARY Rear: LIBRARY ON WHEELS 


Front: COUNTY LIBRARY 
Recommendations: Would recommend all items. 


INTERIOR FINISH 
Material used: Wood Sealed to dustproof: Yes 
Ceiling: Color: White, green tint Walls: Color: White, green tint 
Shelving: Color: White, green tint Floor covering: Brown and green Kind: Linoleum 


INTERIOR FITTINGS 
Shelving—Regular sized books: 


Material: Wood: No. of feet: 58’ 6” Book capacity: 1000 
Location: Both sides inside Height: 10” Depth: 10” Angle: 4 Length: Great- 
est span: 3’ Smallest span: 17” 


Devices for holding books on shelves: Outside straps 
Shelving—Odd sized books: 
Material: Wood No. of feet: 17” book rack 


Location: Front rear door, left side Height: 15” Depth: 16” Angle: 4 

Length: Greatest span: 17” Smallest span: 17” 
Shelving—Magazines: 

Material: Wood Magazine capacity: about 48 Location: Front rear door back of stacks 
Seats: Driver: Swivel 2nd person: Stationary 3rd person: Folding Juvenile patrons: 


Type: Stool 


Charging desk: 


Location: Over engine Dimensions: Length: 48” x 27” 
Height: 26” Width: 27” Name of firm: Baltimore Body Corp. Address: Baltimore, 
Maryland 


AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS 


Items carried on bookmobiles: Pictures, movie films, records 


AUDIO-VISUAL EQUIPMENT 


Items carried on bookmobile: Record player 


PURCHASE COST 
Total (Including chassis, body, equipment and shelving but excluding books and other materials): 
$2978.44 
Cost for items purchased separately: Chassis and Body: $2100 Equipment: $193.44 


FINANCING OF PURCHASE 
Amount appropriated from tax sources: Local $784.04 





— 
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Amount contributed from other sources: $2100 
Group involved: School children of Prince George’s County 


MAINTENANCE COST PER YEAR 
Gas and Oil (8 mos.): $151.48 Greasing: $8.40 Repairs: $43.23 License: 50¢ 
Insurance: Items covered: ($208.90) Fire, Theft, Property, Personal Liability 
Items obtained at less than cost and how. License free; 2¢ per gal discount on gas; 5¢ a quart 

on oil. 

STAFF 
Number of staff per trip: 2 
Special duties of each: Librarian and driver 
Can woman operate bookmobile: Yes 


SPECIFICATIONS OF A REPRESENTATIVE Mepium BooxmosiLe (EXAMPLE 2) 


His typical unit of the Roehlk Spring and Body Co., constructed for the Missouri State 
Library according to its specifications, exemplifies the cab-over-engine truck with 


custom-built body. 
MISSOURI STATE LIBRARY, Jefferson City, Mo. 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF VEHICLE 
Kind: Truck with custom-built body 
Chassis: 

Make: International Year: 1946 Model: Cab-over-engine Size: 1 ton Brakes: 
Hydraulic Generator: 30 amps Wheels: Dual rear wheels Springs: Overload 
Battery: Heavy duty Recommendations: Would recommend all above items. 

Body: 

Type: Custom-built walkin Length (inside): 16’ Width (inside): 7’ Height (in- 
side) 6’ Location of doors: Right front and rear Location of windows: Cab, 4; 
rear door 1; rear, 1 Name of body building firm: Roehlk Spring and Body Co. Ad- 
dress: St. Louis, Missouri ; : 

Equipment: 

Tires: Make: Firestone Size: 750 front 650 rear Tread: Heavy duty Ply: 6 Spare 
tire well location: Rear Heater: Make: Hades Type: Electric hot water Loca- 
tion: Center floor, right wall Lights: Type: Sealed beam Number: 13 Location: 
front, rear, and interior Operated by truck motor: Yes Steps: Number at each door: 
l front, 1 rear How controlled: Stationary Windshield wiper: Number: 2 Type: 
Standard Oil filter: Yes 


EXTERIOR FINISH 
Painting: Colors: Dark Blue and Yellow 
Lettering: Colors: Yellow Style: Block Size: 5” Wording: Sides: MISSOURI STATE 
LIBRARY—GIFT OF FEDERATED WOMEN’S CLUBS REAR: MISSOURI STATE LIBRARY BOOKMOBILE 
Front: MISSOURI STATE LIBRARY BOOKMOBILE 
Weatherstripping or insulation: Fiber glass insulation 


INTERIOR FINISH 
Material used: Metal-plywood Sealed to dustproof: No Ceiling: Color: Oak varnish 
Walls: Color: Oak varnish Shelving: Color: Aluminum Floor covering: Color: Red 


Kind: Linoleum 


INTERIOR FITTINGS 
Shelving—Regular sized books: 


Material: Metal No. of feet: 80’ Book capacity: 1400 


Location: Sides Height: 12” Depth: 9%” Angle: 1” slant 
Length: Greatest span: 10’ Smallest span: 2’ 


Devices for holding books on shelves: 1” metal lip 
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Seats: Driver: Swivel and adjustable 2nd person: Rear swivel 
Charging desk: 
Location: Rear Stationary: Yes 
Dimensions: Length: 28” Height: 28” Width: 18” 
Name of firm: Rohelk Spring and Body Co. Address: St. Louis, Mo. 
AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS 
Items carried on bookmobiles: Movie films, records Special provisions for carrying: Movie 


films overhead in front cupboard, 6’ x 16” x 22”, records same as films 


AUDIO-VISUAL EQUIPMENT 
Items carried on bookmobile: Motion picture projector, film screen, recordio Special provi- 
sions for storing space: Projector carried in right rear corner, metal space 16” x 6’ x 21” 
PURCHASE COST 
Total (including chassis, body, equipment and shelving but excluding books and other materials) 
$2881.16 Cost for items purchased separately: Chassis: $991.16 Body: $1890.00 
FINANCING OF PURCHASE 
Amount appropriated from tax sources: State: $881.16 
Amount contributed from other sources: Organization: $2000 
Organizations involved: Missouri Federation of Women’s Clubs 
MAINTENANCE COSTS PER YEAR 
Gas, oil, repairs and cleaning: $700 
STAFF 
Number of staff per trip: 3 Special duties of each: Driver, Librarian, Assistant Can a 
woman operate bookmobile? No 


SPECIFICATIONS OF A REPRESENTATIVE LARGE BookMosiILe (EXAMPLE 1) 


His bookmobile has been designed, engineered and built by the Pacific Body Builders, 
Inc. of Portland, Ore., after numerous consultations with individual librarians and 
library groups. Designated by the company as “the bookmobile of the future,” it still has 
several serious limitations to be overcome, especially in heating, lighting and ventilation. 
Nevertheless, as one librarian reports, it is without doubt the best looking bookmobile on 
the West Coast and the interior arrangement has proven to be efficient and a great asset 


in giving superior bookmobile service. 


SEATTLE PUBLIC LIBRARY, Seattle, Wash. 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF VEHICLE 
Kind: Truck with custom-built body 
Chassis: 

Make: Chevrolet Year: 1946 Model: Cab-over-engine Size: 1% ton Brakes: 
Hydraulic Generator: 50 amps Wheels: Standard Springs: Standard Battery: 
Standard 

Recommendations: Prefer air brakes; had to install new generator for lights and 2 extra batteries 
for new lighting system and for heater. 


Body: 

Type: Custom-built walkin Length (outside): 21’ Width (inside): 714’ Height (in- 
side): 6’ 2” Location of doors: Right front and rear, emergency door left front Lo- 
cation of windows: In top of the 3 doors Name of body building firm: Pacific Body 
Builders, Inc. Address: Portland, Oregon. 

Equipment: 


Tires: Make: U.S. Royal Size: 750 x 20 Ply: 8 Spare tire well: Location: Rear 
Heater: Make: South Wind Type: Gasoline Location: Under charging desk _ Lights: 


Type: Fluorescent Number: 5 Location: 2 on each side and 1 in rear. Operated 
by generator (A.C.) Steps: Number at each door: 1 front and 1 rear with auxiliary step 
operated by hand lever Defroster: 2 Type: Fan Windshield wipers: 3 (2 front 


and |] rear) Type: Standard Oil filter: Yes 
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Recommendations: Recommended a different type heater; fumes objectionable and circulation 
of heat poor. Original fluorescent lighting generator very noisy and lights hard on the 
eyes; lighting system changed to type used in city buses; larger battery required. 


EXTERIOR FINISH 
Painting: Colors: Green, two shades 
Lettering: Colors: White, red and black, shadowed 
Wording: Sides: SEATTLE PUBLIC LIBRARY—MOBILE BRANCH Rear: Same Front: BOOK- 
MOBILE 


INTERIOR FINISH 


Material used: Wood Sealed to dustproof: No Ceiling: Color: Ivory enamel Walls: 
Color: Ivory and green enamel Shelving: Color: Green enamel Floor covering: 
Color: Light tan mottled Kind: Linoleum 

INTERIOR FITTINGS 

Shelving—Regular sized books: Material: Wood a capacity: 2200 volumes Location: 
Sides: Height: 10%” Depth: 8” Angle: 1 Length: Greatest span: 3’ Small- 
est span: 1%’ Devices for holding books on dein Rubber matting 

Shelving—Odd sized books: Material: Wood No. of feet: 14%’ Location: Rear and over 
wheel housing Height: 9”—14” Depth: 9%”—11%” Angle: 15° 

Shelving—Magazines: Material: Wood Location: Rear Length: 22%” Height: 3%”— 
54” Depth: 9%” Angle: 15° 

Seats: Driver: Swivel 2nd person: Swivel 3rd person: Folding 

Charging desk: Location: Behind driver’s seat Length: 3’ Height: 38” Width: 28” 
Name of firm: Pacific Body Builders, Inc. Address: Portland, Oregon 

Bulletin Boards: = —_ 5 Material: Cork Dimensions: 2 (94” x 30”) 2 (3° x 3h” 
1 (5’ 10” x 9%” Ise: Names, posters, book jackets 

Recommendations: Pre Pe ra diffe ‘rent type of charging desk and a different provision for maga- 
zines. Liked the facilities provided in Richmond, Calif. 


AUDIO VISUAL EQUIPMENT 
None carried on bookmobile; for city use these materials are better carried at the central library. 
PURCHASE COST 
Total cost ~ luding chassis, body equipment and shelving but excluding books and other ma- 
terials): $7987.97 Total cost for items purchased separately: Chassis and body: $6832.49 
Sales Tax: $204.97 Shelving: $950.51 
FINANCING OF PURCHASE 


Amount appropriated from tax sources: Total amount from State Aid. 


MAINTENANCE COST PER YE: AR 


Gas, oil, repairs (from city garage) approx. $802.84 Storage: $180 Insurance (property, 
public liability, fire, collision): $198 
STAFF 
Number of staff per trip: 2 or 3 Can a woman operate bookmobile: Not recommended 


SPECIFICATIONS OF A REPRESENTATIVE LARGE BookMoBILE (EXAMPLE 2) 


—— IALLY popular in Ohio, the Gerstenslager bookmobiles can be obtained in several 
4 sizes and types, designed for either inside service only or for inside-outside service. 
The single unit body is available in either the conventional or cab-over-engine model. Of 
these two, the conventional body requires the smaller capital outlay, since it can be mounted 
on the standard chassis of any make of truck. The two-unit type bookmobile with book 
space separate from the cab might be considered where strict budget limitations require 


some sacrifice of style and convenience. 


CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, Canton, Ohio 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF VEHICLE 
Kind: Truck with custom body, built to our specifications 
Chassis: Make: White Year: 1947 Model: Conventional Size: 1% ton Brakes: 
Booster Generator: 40 amps Wheels: Standard Shock absorber: Standard 
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Springs: Standard, extra leaf added—rear springs Battery: Standard 

Recommendations: Our two bookmobiles (1944 Reo and 1947 White) are almost exclusively the 
product of 13 years of experience in building and operating bookmobiles. We had a 
trailer and two bookmobiles previous to the two units we now have in operation. Although 
we have done extensive research prior to constructing each new unit, re sults have been 
comparatively insignificant. It has been necessary to pioneer many improvements and we 
have not been loathe to try new ideas on older equipment before incorporating changes 
into the new units. As a direct result of this policy of experimentation, we have built 
bookmobiles which meet satisfactorily the physical requirements of both the area and the 
population served. Although we have continued to emphasize utility and service rather 
than appearance, our bookmobiles follow the pattern of modern construction and contain 
many features—such as automatic electric charging machines and independent electric 
power plants—which not only modernize our service but also expedite the selection, charging 
and discharging of books. We do not hesitate to recommend those features which we have 
adopted to any library which plans bookmobile service under similar conditions. 


Body: Type: W alkin Length (inside): 17’ Width (inside): 86%” Height (inside): 75” 
Location of doors: Front and rear on curb side, front, driver’s side of cab Location of 
windows: Stationary in both side doors on curb side. Adjustable in both sides of cab and 
rear window Name of body-building firm: Gerstenslager Company Address: 
Wooster, Ohio 

Equipment: 

Tires: Make: General Size: 8.25 x 20 Tread: Standard Ply: 10 


Spare tire well: Spare tire is not carried because pe ‘rsonnel is neither dressed or trained to 
make repairs. Changing tires on heavy equipment requires a large heavy duty jack, special 
tools and a spare tire. In addition to the storage problem, there is time lost from schedules 
in making the change-over. The driver must of necessity slip into cover-alls which, in wet 
weather, would be insufficient protection while working on the ground. We have found 
that a service agreement with a local tire company is much more satisfactory. When such 
an accident occurs, a member of the staff phones location to service man who brings along 
the spare tire and tools, making the change-over in a very short time. A certain economy 
is effected also by the standardization of tire sizes obviating the necessity for two spare tires. 


Heater: Make: Stewart-Warner, gasoline Location: a8 center, mounted in special 
compartment under skirt with vent pipe to interior Used for air conditioning: Yes 
Lights: Type: 120 v. 40 w. dome Number: 9 Location; 1 in each of 5 outside 
panels; 9 ceiling, 2 rows of 4 down center aisle, 1 over charging desk Operated by 
truck motor: No Larger generator: Yes, gasoline-engine driven A.C. electric generator 
Make: Onan, 750 watts, 120 volts Larger battery required: No Can use outside 
electrical connection: Yes 

Steps: Number at each door: 3, side How controlled: Stationary 

Ventilator: Number: 1 Make: White Location: Dash, air conditioning unit 

Defroster: Number: 1 Type: White, built-in standard equipment 

Windshield wipers: Number; 2 Type: Standard 


Fog lights: No Oil filter: Yes 
Other important items of equipment: 14” Push broom and stair brush, 1 small waste con- 
tainer, Dusting cloths and whisk broom, 1—25’ extension cord 


EXTERIOR FINISH 
Painting: Colors: Sequoia Gray Undercoat: Chassis delivered with factory unde ‘rcoat only 
Lettering: Colors: Green Style: Roman Size: Sides and front, 6” Rear, 3” 
Wording: Sides: STARK COUNTY TRAVELING LIBRARY CONDUCTED BY THE CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
ASSN. Front: (under cab window) Free Library Service 
Weatherstripping or insulation: Kind; 2” fibreglass and treated felt Where used: roof and 
side panels; between double doors 


INTERIOR FINISH 
Material used: Metal Sealed to dustproof: Yes 
Ceiling: Color: Indian tan, enamel (metal ) Walls: Color: Indian tan, enamel (wood) 
Shelving: Color: Early American maple, Stain (Wood) 
Floor covering: Color: Brown, mottled Kind: Battleship linoleum 
Ceiling lights: Kind: Dome (round) Number: 9 Watts: 40 
Side lights: Kind: Dome (round) Number: 5 Watts: 40 
Other lights: Kind: Desk lamp Number: 1 Watts: 60 
Switches: Kind: Tumbler Number: 3 Watts: 1000 
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INTERIOR FITTINGS 
Shelving—Regular sized books 


Material used: Wood No. of feet: 310’ Book C: apacity: 3800 Location: Inside- 
outside, both sides Length: Greatest span: 32%” Smallest span: 16” Height: 
10” Depth: 8” angle: none Rubber matting: Yes (corrugated) Other de- 


vices for holding books on shelves: 3/16” round steel sliding grill 
Shelving: Odd sized books: 


Material: Wood No. of feet: 18’ Book capacity: 200 Location: left rear side 
Height: 14” Depth 11” Angle: none Length: Greatest span: 32” Smallest 
span: 32” Rubber matting: Yes (corrugated) 

Shelving: Magazines 

Material: Wood Capacity: 100 Location: Rear wall racks—ceiling to floor; sized for 
various types of magazines Dimensions: Length: 8” to 14” Heights: 6” to 10” 
Depth: 3” Angle: 15 Special features: Full vision of all magazine titles; easily 
accessible 

Seats: Driver: Adjustable Second person: Portable Third person: Rear, portable 
Charging desk: 

Location: Right front Stationary: Yes Dimensions: Length: 36” with 30” leaf folding 
over top on piano hinge Height: 30” Width: 18” Card well: Yes Drawer 
space: For cash box, ready supplies, personal articles (purses, etc.) Discharging space: 
Discharged at charging desk Name of Firm: G. E. Fry Address: East Blvd., Lake 


Cable, Canton, Ohio 
Clothes compartment: Yes 


Location: Front end of shelving on left side Dimensions: Length 18” Width: 17” 
Height: 75” Number of shelves: 2 top, 1 bottom Special features: Compartment 
for rubbers; hooks for miscellaneous articles; shelves for hats, gloves, ete. 

Bulletin boards: Number: | Material: Sheet cork Dimensions: 16” x 30” Uses: Dis- 


plays, schedules, relative news items, photographs, etc. 
Recommendations: Prefer swivel or pullman type driver’s seat, to be reversed and used by 
assistant in charging or discharging books. Not available unless custom built. 


AUDIO-VISUAL EQUIPMENT 
Not carried and not recommended to be carried 
Comment: It has been the policy of our library to satisfy first demands first. At present, our 
greatest and almost exclusive demand is for reading material. The influx of requests for 
bookmobile service have been so great that the operating schedules must of necessity be 
constantly revised to include new stops. It is taxing to the utmost the facilities of two units 
to render weekly reading service to residents of our county, and to schools which require 
supplementary reading materials. As a result, there has been no provision made on the 
bookmobiles for stocking audio-visual materials or equipment. Requisitions in advance for 
such materials, although frequently made but limited in number, may come through book- 
mobile staff or direct to the Main Library. These are filled at the Main Library, and films, 
records, maps, pictures, etc., are distributed by bookmobiles. Maintenance of a weekly 
bookmobile schedule offers only a very slight inconvenience to borrowers who desire audio- 
visual materials, and conserves bookmobile space for the necessary book capacity. 
PURCHASE COST 
Total (including chassis, body, equipment and shelving but excluding books and other ma- 
terials): $7927.82 
Cost for items purchased separately: Chassis: $2091.42; Body: $2843.15; Shelving: $1432.75; 
Equipment: $560.50 
FINANCING OF PURCHASE 
Amount appropriated from Tax sources: Lox al: Total amount 
MAINTENANCE COSTS PER YEAR 
(For both 1944 Reo and 1947 White bookmobiles) 
Gas: $759.76 Storage. $300 Oil, greasing, repairs, cleaning: $1500 
Insurance: property, personal liability, fire, theft, and medical payments: $474.15 
STAFF 
Number of staff per trip: 3 Can a woman operate your bookmobile? Yes, but we strongly 
advise against it; a good male driver-operator can mean much economy in care and main- 
tenance of equipment, in facility and efficiency of operation and in execution of the more 
strenuous physic al re quire ments of the service. 





Appendix B 


Size, Type, Cost, Capacity, Stalt and 
Area Served of Bookmobiles 
Built Since 1940 


Summary of information reported to the Bookmobiles Sub-Committee 


The purpose of this tabulation is to help 
prospective purchasers of bookmobiles de- 
termine the size and type best suited to their 
needs by indicating the bookmobiles being 
used in their own state or in states with 
similar geographic conditions. In some 
cases the data taken from the question- 
naires was supplemented by information 
obtained from state library agencies and 
from printed sources. 

Book capacity, size of staff and purchase 
cost are given, if reported. Annual operating 
costs had to be omitted for lack of sufficient 
information. A number of the bookmobiles 
included had been purchased but were not 
yet in operation when the questionnaires 
were collected, and for many of the older 
bookmobiles this information was not avail- 
able. The figures given in this appendix are 
for total purchase cost, including chassis, 
body, equipment, and shelving, but exclud- 
ing books and other materials. 

Under each state the libraries have been 
arranged by name, if the name also indicates 
geographical location, If not, a municipal 
library is listed under the name of the place 
followed by the 
library's corporate name. County and _re- 


in which it is located, 
gional libraries are listed by name of the 
library, with the geographical location of 
their headquarters indicated. 

To save space the following abbreviations 
have been used in the tabulation: 


P.L. Public Library Mem. L. Memorial 
F.P.L. Free Public Library 
Library R Rural area 


Com. Commission 
Chev. Chevrolet 
Inter. International 
GMC General Mo- 
tors Corporation 


U Urban area 

RU Rural-Urban 
area 

U. University 

Co. College 


T Ton (I) Inside shelving 

Co. L. County Li- (O) Outside shelv- 
brary ing 

Reg. L. Regional Li- (IO) Inside-Outside 
brary shelving 


Types of bookmobiles, as well as they 
could be identified from the questionnaires, 
have been designated as follows: 

Std. Indicates a standard body modified 
for bookmobile use. 

Cus. blt. Refers to a body primarily built 
to specifications in contrast with the modifi- 
cation of a panel or other standard body. 

Cvtd. bus Used for any remodeled bus 
body, whether school bus, transit bus, or 
rear engine type. 

COE Symbol used to designate the cab- 
over-engine type truck. 

Conv. Refers to the conventional type 
truck where the cab is behind, not over the 
engine. 

Sep. body Term used where the cab is 
separate from the body of the truck but 
mounted on the same chassis. 

The complete names and addresses of the 
bookmobile body builders are given in Ap- 
pendix D on page 589. 
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Appendix C 


Number of Bookmobiles in Operation, 
by Type of Operating Unit 


HE re in the following table were compiled by the Service to Libraries Section of 
_ the U. S. Office of Education on the basis of reports as of December 31, 1947, from 
the State a iry extension agencies and other sources. The tabulation is arranged by 
sections of the country and is subdivided by the type of library unit operating the mobile 
equipment. The use of passenger cars to carry books to suburban and rural areas has not 


been included in the tabulation. 


State 
Library County Regional City 

Section® Total Agency Library Library Library 
Continental United States ...... 377 43 274 9 51 
INOW BOOIERG «ow 6 icc c ees ess 7 10 0 0 ¥ 
Middle Atlantic .............. 38 0 27 0 1] 
East North Central ........... 76 6 53 0 17 
West North Central ......... 27 5 18 0 4 
South Atlantic ............. a7 f iT 6 0 
East South Central ..... 5 mated 22 S 14 3 0 
West South Central ......... 35 12 19 0 4 
ON ES OD Pe ee a 1 > 0 ] 
Pacific ....... Bee ik. Seer as late 28 0 21 0 7 
In addition, the following mobile equipment is reported: 

East North Central: 1 trailer 

West North Central: 1 delivery truck 

West South Central: 5 delivery trucks, 3 panel trucks, 1 trailer 

Mountain: 1 station wagon 

Pacific: L station wagon 
* States included in each Section are as follows: 

New England: Me., N.H., Vt., Mass., R.I., Conn. Middle Atlantic: N.Y., N.J., Pa. 

East North Central: Ohio, Ind., Ill, Mich., Wis. West North Central: Minn., Iowa, 

Mo., N.D., S.D., Nebr., Kan. South Atlantic: Del., Md., Va., W.Va., N.C,, S.C., Ga., 

Fla. East South Central: Ky., Tenn., Ala., Miss. West South Central: Ark., La., 

Okla., Tex. Mountain: Mont., Idaho, Wyo., Colo., N.Mex., Ariz., Utah, Nev. Pacific: 


Wash., Ore., Calif. 





CLAUDE C. JARRETT 


“Bookmobile of the Future” 


ered and Built by 










WESTERN DISTRIBUTOR OF 


‘ 

i 

i 

| PONY CRUISER 
Sone PACIFIC BODY BUILDERS, INC. 
] MADE BY 

I 1812 N.E. Grand Avenue 

| 

! 


PORTLAND, OREGON 


OF OUTSTANDING KALAMAZOO 
eusses COACHES, INC. 


414 WEST 99TH STREET 
Los Angeles 3 o Phone PLymouth 5-4112 


Brochure pictorially describing this product of 
research and engineering sent on request. 
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Appendix D 


' 
Names 


and Addresses of Bookmobile 


Body Builders 


- list of companies referred to in the manual will serve as a key to the body builders 


in Appendix B. 
referring to their 


Ace Distributing Co., 3901 Sherman St., 
Houston, Tex. 

Armbruster & Co., 523 N. Ninth St., Fort 
Smith, Ark. 

Andrews, Inc., St. Louis, Mo. 

J. R. Austin, Albermarle, N.C. 

Baker Equipment Engineering Co., 
and Norfolk Sts., Richmond, Va 

Baltimore Body Corp., 2253 Kirk Ave., Bal- 
timore 158, Md. 

Bolick Body Works, 

Boyertown Auto Body 
Pa. 

Brumbaugh Body Co., 
toona, Pa. 

Carpenter Body Works, Mitchell, Ind. 

Carter Manufacturing Co., Memphis, Tenn. 

A. H. Croley, Louisburg, Mo. 

°*H. O. DeBoer and Associates, 2 South Park 
Ave., Lombard, III. 


Summit 


Conover, N.C. 
Works, Boyertown, 


100 Plank Road, Al- 


H. W. Dimon, Rome, Pa. 

Dixie Marine & Machine Shop, Florence, 
Ala. 

Durham Body Works, Box 277, East Dur- 
ham, N.C. 

El-Car (trailers), Elkhart, Ind. 


Flour City Body Corp., Minneapolis, Minn. 

Ford Body Works, Greensboro, N.C. 

R. W. Fread, Pine Bluff, Ark. 

General Body Co., 5838 N. 
Chicago 30, Ill. 


Pulaski St., 


General Body Manufacturing Co., Kansas 
City, Mo. 

*Gerstenslager Co., Akron Road, Wooster, 
Ohio 

Gillig Brothers Motor Coaches, 124 EI- 


dorado St., P.O. Box 330, Hayward, Calif. 
Graue Body Co., Cincinnati, Ohio 
Hackney Brothers, Wilson, N.C. 
Halliburton 121 Fifth 
Nashville, Tenn. 
R. E. Hawkins, 1010 South Saunders St., 
Raleigh, N.C. 


Ave. S.., 


and Lane, 


Additional information regarding those marked ° 


Jefferson Body Co., 


may be found by 


advertisement in this manual. 


Hayes All Steel (Trailers), 
Mich. 

Hesse Carriage Co., Bannister 
Troost, Kansas City, Mo. 

Hicks Body Works, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Hoffman Body Service, Inc., Columbus, 
Ohio 

Indiana Body Co.., 


Grand Rapids, 


Road and 


Richmond, Ind. 

1711 Third Ave. S., 
Birmingham, Ala. 

H. Johnson, Bakersfield, Calif. 

sshadiee Paint and Body Works, 837 Pine 
Ave., Albany, Ga. 

*Kalamanoe Coaches, Inc., 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Linn Coach and Truck Division, 
American Industries, Oneonta, N.Y. 

Peter McAvoy, New Rochelle, N.Y 

Mack Trucks, Inc., 350 Fifth Ave., 
York, N.Y. 

Mair & Sons, Union Gap, Wash. 

Masco (Trailer) Co., Manchester, Mo. 

Mason & Holsinger, Johnstown, Pa. 

Monarch Trailer Co., Elkhart, Ind. 

Walter Murse, Montgomery, Ala. 

New Haven Carriage & Auto Works, 508 
N.W. Everett, Portland, Ore. 
°Novelty Carriage Works, 815-817 Second 
Ave., ‘Spok: une 8, Wash. 

Nowe i Motor Co., Nashville, Ark. 

Charles Olson & Sein, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Pacific Body Builders, Inc., 1812 N.E. 
Grand Ave., Portland 11, Ore. 

Parrish Body Works, 607 Cumberland Ave., 
Raleigh, N.C. 

Rock Hill Body Works, Rock Hill, S.¢ 

*Roehlk Spring and Body Co., 417 S. 15th 
St., St. Louis, Mo. 

Rome Sales & Service, Rome, Pa. 

Schult Trailers, Inc., Elkhart, Ind. 

Sealand Corp., Southport, Conn. 

Shelton, Unionville, Mo. 

Smith Carriage Co., Springfield, Mass. 


927 S. Park St., 


Great 


New 


589 





590 A.L.A. BULLETIN: NOVEMBER 1948, PART II 


Stone Body Co., Arkadelphia, Ark. 
Strickland Body Works, Jonesboro, Ark. 
John Sturm Sons, Newark, N.]. 


Superior Truck & Body Co., P.O. Box 9504, 


Etna, Pa. 

Tavern Garage, Montpelier, Vt. 

Tonner Body Company (Trailer), Bluffton, 
Ind. 


°The Trailmobile Co., 31 and Robertson 


Appendix E 


Aves., Cincinnati 9, Ohio 

Twin Coach Co., 850 W. Main, Kent, Ohio 

*Vanette Inc., 2457 Woodward Ave., De- 
troit 1, Mich. 

James Watson & Sons, Co., 3006 Market St., 
Wilmington, Del. 

*Wayne Works, Richmond, Ind. 

Weller Brothers, Memphis, Tenn. 

Zephyr Products, Kansas City, Mo. 


BOOKMOBILE BIBLIOGRAPHY 


A Gumpe TO FurRTHER READING: COMPILED BY SHIRLEY BROTHER, 
SOUTHEASTERN MEMBER, BOOKMOBILES SUBCOMMITTEE, 
LIBRARY EXTENSION Dtvision, A.L.A. 


General 


Blood, Helen. Adult Bookmobile Service, 
Lucas County Library, Maumee, Ohio. 
Wilson library bulletin 18:412, January 
1944. Discussion of night stops to reach 
adults. 


Bookmobiles in Washington, 1947. Wash- 
ington state library. Library news bul- 
letin. December 1947. Trucks discussed 
are 1% ton and over, used in urban and 
rural service. Size and cost figures are 
given with discussion. Includes Features 
we like and Features we'd like to have 


different. 


Brown, E. F. Bookmobiles in Oregon. Wash- 
ington state library. Library news bulletin 
15:261. December 1947. Information on 
new trucks as to cost, size, features. Ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of Ford Van- 
ette models. 


Manual of suggestions and procedures for 
North Carolina bookmobile service. North 
Carolina library commission. 1947. 22 pp. 
All phases of bookmobile work are 
covered from servicing truck, setting up 
schedules and service, personnel and 

qualifications, records and reports, to 

articles possibly needed on truck. 





Sandoe, M. W. County library primer. New 
York. H. W. Wilson Company. 1942. 221 
pp- Of particular interest is the chapter on 
bookmobiles, pp. 58-84, and section on 
bookmobiles: specifications, pictures, and 
statistics, pp. 149-169. 


Strouse, Dorothy. The bookmobile. Paper 
given at the pre-conference institute of 
the A.L.A. Library Extension Division, 
San Francisco, Calif., June 1947. Will 
appear in a report of the institute entitled 
Reaching Readers, edited by Carleton B. 
Joeckel, and published by the University 
of California Press. Emphasizes the 
factors to be considered in developing 
good bookmobile service and its relation- 
ship to branch and station service. 


Taber, F. T. Excuse me, your books are not 
showing. Library journal 72:98. January 
15, 1947. An argument for glass windows 
in bookmobiles with outside shelving to 
advertise wares. 


Films 


Books and People: The Wealth Within. 


16mm. Color sound film. 14 minutes. 


1947. Produced by the Southern Educa- 
tional Film Production Service. Sold by 
from film 


A.L.A. Can also be rented 
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The work of the Alabama li- 


libraries 
brary extension agency in establishing and 


promoting library service. One section 
deals with the bookmobile showing its use 
and service. 


Library on wheels. 16mm. Black and white 
sound film. 13 minutes. 1945. Produced 
by the National Film Board of Canada. 
Sold by A.L.A. Can also be rented from 
film libraries. The story of the Fraser 
Valley, British ¢ ‘olumbia, libr: ary and how 
it serves its people. The many phases of 
the bookmobile and its work are shown 
in depicting regional service. 


Small Bookmobiles—Rural 
(Under 1 ton) 


Markwell, Dawes. Much for little. Wilson 
library bulletin 19:339-40 January 1945. 
General discussion of county service in 
Bradford County, Pa., and a brief descrip- 
tion of % ton panel truck with a picture 
showing the rear sliding shelving unit. 


Medium Bookmobiles—Rural 
(1 ton) 


Hyle, D. F. Cass county (Missouri) wanted 
a library. Library journal 73:536-9. April 
1, 1948. Specifications and floor plan of 
the one-ton Metro as used by the Missouri 
state library. Cost of truck and body are 
given. : 


Large Bookmobiles—Urban 
(Over 1 ton) 


Books on wheels. Wilson library bulletin 
15:487-9. February 1941. Views of the 
interior and exterior of bookmobiles of the 
following libraries: St. Louis, Yonkers, 
Queens Borough, and Detroit. 


Will, G. I. Yonker’s mobile unit. Library 
journal 65:1097. December 15, 1940. 
Cab-over-engine type designed for inside- 
outside service. Outside measurements 
are given with statement of details and 
features. Picture of interior. 


Large Bookmobiles—Rural 


(Over 1 ton) 


C. Canton utilizes new ideas for 
operation. Library journal 71:- 


Naylor, L. 
routine 





1763-8. December 15, 1946. (Also 
mimeographed under title: New book- 
mobile.) Detailed description with meas- 
urements of Reo truck with inside-outside 
shelving. Special features are explained, 
also itemized costs, equipment, lighting 
and power. Interior and exterior views. 


Naylor, L. C. Improved features in new 
bookmobile. Library journal 73:1113-4. 


August 1948. Changes and additions are 
given for second bookmobile of type de- 
scribed in Library journal 15, 1946. In- 


terior view. 


What's new in Illinois library service. Illinois 
libraries 28:210-2. April 1946. Fairly de- 
tailed specifications for the bookmobiles 
used in the Illinois state library demonstra- 
tions. Features are taken up individually 
and discussed briefly. Exterior view. 


Converted Vehicles—Urban 

Henselman, Frances. Triple-purpose book- 
mobile. Wilson library bulletin 21:235-7. 
November 1946. The adaptation of a 
1934 Chevrolet station wagon is briefly 
described as to changes, reasons for such 
and financing. Explanation of types of 
service, schedules and main features, a 
double bookcase which pulls out of rear 
of truck. 


Nashville’s new bookmobile has windows all 
round. Library journal 73:1118-9. August 
1948. General information with explana- 
tion of use of windows in school bus body 
on Ford chassis. Interior and exterior 
views. 

Neilson, A. S. Evanston public library 

traveling branch. Library journal 71:- 

1768-70. December 15, 1946. (Also II- 

linois libraries 28:285-8. June 1946.) Con- 

verted 1% ton Wayne works school bus. 

Detailed specifications are given with de- 

scription of items necessary for conver- 

sion, prices listed. There is a brief discus- 
sion of schedules and services. Interior 
and exterior picturcs. 


Converted Vehicles—Rural 


Grafton, Ernestine. 
room on wheels.” 


Virginia’s “Reading 
Library journal. 71:- 
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1761-3. December 15, 1946. Description 
and specifications of converted 1% ton 
Wayne works standard bus body with 
inside shelving. Interior and exterior view. 


Trailers—Urban 


Foutts, J. C. Book trailer specifications. 
(1948) (Mimeographed) 
Ohio, 34-foot van-type trailer. Specific 
information is given under heading of 


Youngstown, 


each item. Floor and wall plan are given 
to scale. Intericr and exterior views. 


New Rochelle voids communter’s reading 
worries. Library journal. 73:1116. August 
1948. Brief general 
costs. Exterior view. 


information with 
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Tucker, H. W., and Gaunt, Mrs. Rezia. 
Gary public library traveling branches, 
Gary public library. 1946. 11 pp. (mimeo- 
graphed) (Also condensed in Library jour- 
nal 71:1771-2. December 15, 1946.) De- 
tailed account of the following: specifica- 
tions, costs, arrangement of books, serv- 
ice, schedules, staff, type truck necessary 
and problems. Floor plan. 

Trailers—Rural 

Grill, M. E. For county libraries. Wilson 
library bulletin 16:321. December 1941, 
Bluffton-Wells County, Ind., 20-foot book 
trailer. The measurements are 
given with more detail as to shelving. Ad- 

listed. 


over-all 


vantages and disadvantages are 


Exterior view. 


If these articles are not available locally, it is suggested 


that they be borrowed from the state library agency. 





BOOKMOBILE BODIES 


for 


Metro or Conventional Type Chassis 


Manufact 


ured by 


ROEHLK SPRING & BODY CO. 
417 S. 15th St. 


ST. LOUIS 3, MO. 


Write for complete details. 














EXTEND the LIFE of YOUR BOOKS 


Use Treasure Trove Binding . . . 
US a patented process by which colorful jacket de- 


signs are imprinted into the buckram. 


e Treasure Trove is made by the Monastery Hill Bindery, 
whose reputation and long experience in library bindings 


assures high quality workmanship. 

Your cost for binding only is 97¢ net per book, regardless of 
size. 

Write for descriptive material on the famous, long-lasting 


and attractive Treasure Trove Binding. 


A. C. MeCLURG & CO. 


333 E. ONTARIO STREET CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 


“Serving Librarians Is Our Business” 


pRLINGT Oy 
COUNTY 
LIBRARY 





ROCK HILL ALLSTEEL BOOKMOBILE 


* Designed for Efficiency 


— — ~.nesenssisises << _ ee Se ___—_ ee 
a ~ 
——S 


* Built to Endure 
* 33 Years of Body Building Experience, 
Your Guarantee of Quality 


| WRITE FOR LITERATURE ILLUSTRATING VARIOUS MODELS AVAILABLE. 


| | ROCK HILL BODY COMPANY ROCK HILL, S.C. 








GREENE COND 
PREE LIBRARY SERVICE 


TTRACTIVE styling, convenient arrangement 

of service facilities, and rugged construc- 

tion to insure maintenance economy are all key 
essentials of the library on wheels. 


You find them at their best in Gerstenslager 
Bookmobiles. 


Three types to choose from—separate body 
type, conventional integral, or cab-over-engine 
integral. Each type can be designed for inside 
service or combined inside-outside service. 


The complete Gerstenslager line makes it possible 
to provide the most advanced facilities for a 
wide range of service requirements and budget 
conditions. 


Write for descriptive literature and detailed 
specifications. 


The Gerstenslager Co., Wooster, Ohio 
Established 1860 


Gerstenslager BOOKMOBILES 





